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PREFACE. 



Th£ scenes described in the follow- 
ing pages ace accw^teiy detiiiled from 
a manuscript which was wnkten by % 
native cf Sciaoca, soon afkerilie events 
took place, and which was purchased, 

in 1812, by an English gentieman du- 
ring his stay ia that city. 

Similar instanoes of p&rty hatred 
and animosity are to be met with lu 
the annals of almost every Italian city 
dttfittg the middle ages. Milan, Pa- 
dua, Florence, and Turin, were all of 
them disgraced by outrages equaJ in 
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atrocity ; but few have been recorded 
with the same minute particulars as 
are detailed in the manuscript of the 
" Casa di Sciacca f nor could any o\ 
them boast a more popular chieftain, 
or circumstances of more ferociaus 
barbarity :« these, drigadful as they may 
afppear^ have many of them been tsoft^ 
ened do\Vn in the following work ; 
and tliroughout the whole,. the charac-r 
ters of all the party have been traced 
with as much fidelity as possible. 

The account of Serican is historical^r 
ly true, as are also ^1 the leading 
events and the circumstances . of the 
catastrophe ; nor has the author devi- 
ated from the manuscript in any es^ 
sential point whatever. 

The , character Accursi d'AmiEltCN 
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PREFACE.. iii 

i I may perhaps be supposed too terrific 
for reality, but he is described as ** un' 
uomo d'un diabolico ardire f and 
seems, in two or three cases, to have 
exceeded the measure of iniquity here 
ascribe to him. 
The obstinate . perse veraiice of don 
^' I Gerooimo Statella, in resisting the in- 
vitation of Perollo, and their conduct 
^pecting the Imperial troops, are 
^scribed by the writer of the original 
^tianuscript to a fatality which they 
^^uld not resist ; and nothing perhaps 
t^xit their being strictly true, could 
^^ve made them credible. 

The author is aware that the great 
^^terest lies towards the inclusion of 
^te work ; but so much previous detail 
^as necessary to make the reader fully 
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acquainted with all the particulars and 
characters connected with the story, 
that it Was unavoidable c tnany persons 
also^ who are sli^tly mentioi^ed in the 
original, are altogether left oiJt in the 
following pages, as likely to ptoduce 
collusion, from the introduction of so 
many similar naraea, as unavoidably 
occur in the detail of* family feud% 
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LUNA AND PEROLLO 



CHAPTER I. 



*0^*^^«^, 



Love, HofMy and Joy, fhir Pieasore's smiling train ; 
H«te» F9V> and Qii«fy tha ^mily of Ma } 
Tbesa iiiU'4 vith ^Tty and to dcie bottods oon^'d,^ 
Make and. maintain the. balance of the ipind ; 
The lights and shadeSf whose well-accorded strife 
Give ali the strength and eeleni of ouf life. Pe»E. 

xT was on the eve of the feast of Santa 
RosaKa, in the year 1628, that a large 
Spanish vessel entered the port of Palermo; 
and sending on shore a boat from the com- 
inander, one of the infimor officers was 
eommissioned to give immediate intelli- 



6 THE FEUDS OF 

gence at the viceregal palace, of the arri- 
val of the baroness Solanto, who had for 
some time been expected by his high- 
ness the duca di Monteleone, with her 
husband and family. Business of impor- 
tance having made the presence of the 
baron Solanto iiecessary in Sicily, he had 
been requested by his friend the viceroy 
to make Palermo his head-quarters, from 
whence he could visit any part of the 
island whither his afl^irs might call him. 
The commands of his . Imperial master, 
Charles the Fifth, had however detained 
the baron on the eve of his departure, and 
when his family had already embarked ; 
but as the cause of his detention was not 
likely to be of long duration, he resolved 
to permit the baroness and his daughter 
to take advantage of the fair wind, and to 
follow them as soon as possible. A safe 
and easy voyage had now brought the ba- 
roness to the place d£ her destination, and 
she requested the captalin to apprise the 
viceroy immediately of her arrival. 
Tte intelligeoce being communicated 
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to his excellency, one of his favourite ofli- 
cers, the young Federico Perollo : was di- 
rected to wait upon the la4y. without 
delay, and to escort her to .the palace. 

With alacrity he proceeded to execute 
his commission, and was received by the 
baroness with all the courtly elegance of 
the high-born Castilian, free from the im- 
bending formality too generally conspi- 
cuous in the Spanish character. 

The baroness Soknto, in her manners, 
was peculiarly gentle and cpnciliatipg; 
and though some time past her prime, stiU 
preserved vestiges of a beauty particularly 
soft and feminine. But her daughter, the 
lady Costanza di Solanto, to whom the 
young PeroUp was introduced by her mo- 
ther, attracted his attention most forcibly ; 
brilliant in youth and beauty, he had 
never seen, amidst all the ladies of the 
Sicilian court, one whom he thought could 
be compared with her. 

As the boat was conveying the party 
on shore, the baroness remarked with de- 
light the enchanting scenery which the 
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shores of the bay presented : the bold pro- 
montories of Cfefalu and Pelegrino formed 
the extremities of the amphitheatre, m 
which the city reared its gay and glittering 
pinnacles — and the hills of San Martino 
closed it in with a magnificent back- 
ground; whilst far away to the east, 
the towering head of Etna rose proudly 
pre-eminent. Perollo joined with enthu- 
siasm in the praises of his native island, 
and expressed the highest gratification at 
the pleasure with which the ladies con- 
templated the scene before them. They 
saw descending fixim Pelegrino the pro- 
cession which accompanied the holy relics 
of Santa Rosalia froiA her mountain abode 
to the temporary resting-place prepared 
for them in the city. 

In the serenity of a Sicilian evening, the 
distant strains of the choristers, swelled by 
the voices of the multitude who followed, 
mingled sweetly with the faint murmurs 
of the Waves, as they washed the rocky 
shore of the Marino. The monks fixrni 
all the convents in the city, in their var 
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nous robea of whit^, blaokt and Uue, add- 
ed to the picturesque beauties of tbie 
Msene; and the banners which were display- 
ed by the attendants, gave to the whole 
pageant a striking air of splendour and 
solemnity. The boatmen paused on tbeir 
oars, and crossed themselves with devotion, 
as they saw the sacred assembly winding 
through the craggy pathways of the moun- 
tain, now hid from their view by the pro- 
jecting masses of rode vrith which their 
laborious way was encumbered, and now 
appearing fully displayed in some more 
open space. 

A short and impressive silence was in- 
duced in by all the party, which was at 
length broken by the baroness inquiring 
ofPerollo if the festival had begun? 

" The relics of the saint," he replied, 
'* will be deposited for the night in the 
cathedral, and to-morrow our festivities 

The swelling notes of the sacred music 
^S^ were wafted by the evening breeze 
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from the mountain-side, and again the 
party in the boat was silent. The rays of 
the setting suri had tinted every mountain- 
head with varjdng shades of purple, and 
even the lingering snows of Etna were 
tinged with ^ ruddy blush ; whilst- each 
rippling' wave, as it passed by, was crested 
with the deep amethystine hue peculiar 
to the waters of the Mediterranean in the 
unclouded sunset of a summer eve. 

" The Bay of Palermo does indeed ex- 
ceed all the expectations 1 had formed of 
its loveliness," said the baroness to Perol- 
lo, " and fully justifies the encomiums 
bestowed upon it." 

"Oh, it is — it must be the loveliest 
sight in nature!" answered Perollo; ** the 
inscription ih the Torre Zizza is neither 
false nor exaggerated." 

"To what do you allude?'^ asked the 
lady. 

" Westward of the city walls," he said, 
" stands an ani^iht Moorish tower, which 
some Castilian noble has of late re-edified 
and embellished ; inscribing on its walls. 
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the proud, but incontrovertible boast—* 
"" That as JSurqpe is the noblest of the du 
visions of the earth, so is Italy the garden 
qf Europe; Sicily the loveliest of its par- 
terres; and Palermo the fairest if the 
jkmers which adorn it,'' 

The baroness smiled at his vehemence, 
and Perollo, in enthusiastic language, con- 
tinued to descant on the beauties of the 
island, and particularly of the present 
scene, pointing out to their notice the 
most striking objects it afforded-^ the 
dark forms of Mongierbino and Pelegrino 
rising from the bosom of the waves ; the 
fantastic shape of the hills of LaBagaria; the 
majestic head of Etna, capped with smoke; 
and still nearer to their view, the city of 
Monreale on the mountains behind Paler- 
mo ; and in the distance, an antique castle, 
perched on the summit of San Martino. 

The baroness listened with gratifying 
attention, and by the countenance of the 
lady Costanza, she seemed to partake in 
some degree of the enthusiastic delight 
which inspired their young companion, 
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who, when they t^ached the shctfe, regret- 
ted the extraordhiary rapidity with which 
they had perftmned their short voyage. 

On the Marino they found a party of 
the viceregal attendants waiting to con- 
duct the ladies to the palace. PeroHo 
requested that his services might not be 
dispensed with ; and they being courteous- 
ly accepted by the baroness, he continued 
by the side of her palfrey until they reach- 
ed their destination. 

The streets of Palermo were filled with 
busy preparations for the approaching fes- 
tival, and all seemed in anxious expecta- 
tion of the gala on the morrow* 

The baroness Solanto was received with 
distinguished kindness and attention by 
her illustrious host and the duchessa, to 
whom she had been long and intimately 
known ; whilst the admiration excited by 
the lady Costanza was universal through- 
out the court. 

The festival began on the succeeding 
evening, when the colossal image of the 
saint was oouveyed, splendidly attired, in a 
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triumpbel car, brilliantty Ulinmnated^ 

thiough the city/ Tbe Axe of the ma* 

dune on wfaieh it is carried, elevates the 

figure to a level with the tops of the hou- 

868) and in different parts of the car are 

stationed upwards of an hundred musi* 

dans^ to the sounds of whose instruments 

the festive hymns and shouts of the multi* 

tude arise in deep and soletnn chorus. 

The court of the viceroy assembled in the 

ardiiepiseopal palace tograce the ceremony, 

and never had it displayed a more magni* 

ficent appearance. 

The popular character of the duca di 
M(»itde<Hie^ and fascinating manners of 
the duchessa, had endeared them to all 
ranks in the nation ; and the homage due^ 
to their high station was paid with affeo* 
tkm as well as respect. In the gay circles 
of Palermo, they appeared cc^tinually 
promoting the cheerfulness and unanimity 
of the higher classes, whilst shewing 
every attention and care to the wants and 
necessities of the lowest of the citizens. 
The present occasion had assembled all 
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die nobles of the metropolis, who seeme 
to Yie with each other in the magnifioerK 
of their appearance. The baroness Solanb 
and h^ lovely daughter, were objects i 
attention to all ; and the admiration excite 
by the latter was not a little heightene 
by the retiring modesty with which it w( 
received. 

During the early part of the evening 
the young PeroUo, who had been moi 
particularly introduced to the strang< 
guests, as a favourite and protege of tti 
viceroy and his duchessa, was unceasin 
in his attentions to them, pointing out tli 
most remarkable of the characters wh 
filled the gay scene. They wefre'howevi 
continually called away to the numeroi 
persons to whom they were introduced b 
their highnesses ; and after the first part < 
the ceremonies was concluded, the presenc 
of PeroUo was required in a masque, whic 
was presented by the young nobles < 
the court, and which consisted of an alh 
gorical representation of the deliverance i 
Italy from the French by the arms of th 
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Emperor, and the captivity 6f Pratieis at 
Paria : the interposition of the saints in 
&?oiir of the Imperial cause was maintained 
in heroic verse, which, with music and dan- 
I dng, formed the spectacle now presented, 
and in which one of the most conspicuous 
parts was sustained by Perollo, with a pro- 
priety and grace which called forth general 
approbation ; nor did his new friends, the 
Solantos, forget their thanks for tlte plear 
sure they had received, and certainly their 
commendations did not seem the lecust 
pleasing to him : their notice was however 
soon attracted -by the vehemence with 
which two ladies near them were carrying 
on a conversation. 

** It is the duchessa Camastra and sig- 
nora Spinelli, the two most rigid devotees 
in Palermo,** said Perollo ; " and they ap- 
pear discussing the merits of their patron 
saints. The signora is a Neapolitan by 
birth and education, consequently opposed 
in all things to the prejudices of her neigh- 
bour, one of our first Sicilian dames." 
The baroness was not a little amused by 
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the hvish abuse with which eadi of the 
ladies was endeavouring to load the fa- 
vourite of the other. 

St. Gennario, the patron of Naples* was 
accused by the Sicilian lady of being iiv 
fected with a most disloyal spirit, inclining 
entirely to the Guelphic faction; whilst 
no one, she proudly boasted, could assert 
that Santa Rosalia had ever worked a mi- 
racle in behalf of any but the staunchest 
Ghibeline ; the patron of Naples had been 
puUidy invoked by Francis himself, and 
strongly suspected of secretly favouring 
his cause, had he not been overpowered 
by the superior sanctity of Santa Rosalia 

" A very good little saint, indeed," siud 
the signora, " could her legend be authen- 
tically made out, and the value of her ser- 
vices really ascertained ; but the miraeu-> 
lous blood of St Gennario, every one must 
confess, is an eternal monument of its di- 
vine origin, and far transcends any thing 
which has ever been heard or believed of 
the poor little reduse of Pelegrino ; be- 
sides, let me ask you» duchessa, by whose 
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aid Was the niiaculbus Tictory of Pavia 
obtained?'' 

*0h, Maria, defend me! signora, every 
one knows that it was through the blessed 
1. 1 arints Ildefenso and Rosalia ]^ 
^ I The debate proceeded with increasing 
1 1 violence ; each of the disputants apparent* 
/ ly wdl inclined to bestow on her oppo^ 
I nent the rhrulenc^ which she beapned on 
I Ae object of her adoration, till the supenor 
[ cfadms of a primera taUe called them to a 
difer ent employment : for this amusement 
however neither the Solanto family, mur 
thejgarty of the rieeroy, had any anxiefy. 
^The marquis Leonfinrt^ requests the 
honour of being introduced to the wiSk 
md daughter of his old friend and fellow- 
soldier, the baron Solanto^* said his big- 
ness, presenting to tile laAes a cavalier, 
wiiom they had not before aeen. 

^ It is some time,** said the marquisi^ 
** since I saw the baron Solanto ; my services 
have been confined to the Italian war, 
whilst be has been engaged in the Imperial 
affikirs in almost every nation in Europe.** 
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" I have frequently heard the bai 
mention the marquis Leonfort^ Mrith si 
timents of the highest regard and estea 
replied the baroness, " and particularly 
member the regret which was expreS) 
by him nAi the subject of your excell^: 
wound last yea^r at the capture of Roc 
from your present appearance, howevei 
trust that all is well again, and the oi 
subject Qf regret, the l6ss that your o 
finement proved to the cause of human! 
it havmg been the general opinion, tl 
the presence and exertion of such an^ o 
cer might have restrained the violence 
the troops during the anarchy of that \ 
fortunate period." 

*^ No one could have regretted m< 
than myself,'* replied the marquis, " 1 
scenes which then disgraced our victoric 
army ; something still must be conced 
to those feelingis which the loss of our ] 
roic general occasioned, and to the in 
didous conduct of the pontiff, who, 
publicly branding the German troops^w 
the name of Lutherans, and the Spania] 
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with that of Moors, had excited apersonal 
feeling of hatred and vengeance against 
his . sacred person in eyery individual 
throughout the army : his obstinate resis- 
tance afterwards within the waBs of St 
Angelo continued to increase the^ fury of 
the conquerors, and no power but that of 
Bourbon himself could, 1 fear, have curbed 
these lawless depredations." 
i>| •'Your excellenza, I think, was with 
J the duke at the time (rf his fall ?•• 
tfj ** We were wounded nearly at the same 
instant, and removed to the same spot, 
where my lamented friend expired by rhy 
side.'* 

" He survived his wound but a short 
time, I think ?"* said the lady. 

" From the moment he received the 
ball, he felt the irretrievable consequence, 
and his chief concern appeared to be, to 
conceal it from the men ; the few "words he 
uttered were expressive of his desire for 
victory, and pardon for the offences of his 
mortal enemy, the implacable Lioitise, who 
had been the first cause of all his errors and 
misfortunes.'' 
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The marquis remained for some time in 
conversatioii with the ladies, who did not 
return to the palace till a late hour in the f 
morning. \ 

For five successive days, the festivities f 
were kept up with unabated ardour. On ^ 
the day after the procession, a magnificent 
masquerade was ^ven at the viceregal pa- 
lace, to which the principal citizens, as 
well as the court and nobility, were invited 
The lady^ G^stanza di Solanto, hdbited in 
the most splendid costume of Spain, out- 
shc»ae all the beauties of Falerma The 
grotesque figures of many of the guests, 
and the magnificence of others, rendcared 
the motley scene particularly amusing to 
those to whcm it could offer the charm of 
novelty. 

The youth of PeroUo bad permitted 
him but lately to join in the gaieties of 
the metropolis; and the lady Costanza 
had baea aoeustomed, during the absence 
of her fiither in his military duties, to the 
strictest retinement^ fi!om which she had 
never^ till the ^H^esent time^ emerged. 
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Slieworearobeof tvfuite satin, fitted to tier 
beautiful fonn, and confined at tiie waist 
with a dasp of magnificent briliiatits; her 
fine dark hair, btaided wkh pea)ph» was 
partially txivered with a fine lace Spamsh 
veSL, which w»s fastened on the t(^ ofher 
\mid, ;M3td fell ui fight and elegant fcdds 
over her whole person. When she emlter- 
ed llie iludiesaa's prh/^site dMwing-i»o(nn 
previous to fafer party entering tiie skate 
aparteents, her highness cottH not help 
extolling the surpassing lovdiiiess of her 
ap|m0anoe; nor the duca refinin fiom 
scNQae igtod^humduied rsdllery^ >on Ihe naai* 
lice of determining to ^destroy the peace 
of di the court, both aaie and female. 

The blushing Coatanoa was ^oonfosed 
by 80 »noh ptaiae; hot hartnotbcr looked 
gfatefid Six thek approbation of h^ child 

"^ Do yk>u know^" said the dochetaa to 
heriovd, ^ what is PeroUlo's character for 
the night?'' 

^Oh, no,* bt ansiweied ; *^ the Aisgoiae 
of 4he ^illalits f or tiiis evening is amjrs* 
teiy of monb thato atote im:;^gBk8i\ti^\ t^ 
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the ladies must exercise their ingenuity in 
discovering them." 

Almost immediately they repaired to 
the grand saloon, where all that Italy could 
produce of splendid decoration was lavish- 
ly displayed; and Costanza thought for 
an instant it must be enchantment— some 
poetic dreams realized. 

The masques now began to arrive in 
numbers ; but every body's attention was 
arrested by a band of Moors, who making 
their way to the canopy, gracefully saluted 
the viceregal party. They were all hand- 
somely attired, yet seemed but as foils to 
their chief; he appeared from his figure 
to be young, but being masqued, and not 
having spoken, they could not guess who 
he was ; he wore a vest and trowsers of.! 
rich green silk, embroidered in silver; his . 
belt and dagger-hilt were studded with 
most costly jewels, and his robe of velvet i 
and beautiful turban completed the ooft- ^ 
tume. Having paid his devoirs to the 
duchessa, he approached Costanza, and i 
bowing f very low, kissed the hem of fauer : 
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: tfaexT in a dsiuned voice, asked her to 

(wtanza, who had but a rew minutes 
PC alii3f>»t determined wrth herself 
she (loxTr .^.i:t dance in such an assem- 
feit aba^shed and unable tX7 answer, 
encounured bv xhe tiuchessa. at Last 
ented. The dance chosen was a bo« 
in Cf^mplinient co the lady's Spanish 
k. She ci3uld not bur be graeetui in 
X did: but at first timiditv made her 
ements appear eoDstrained — soon how- 
the animation of her partner, the 
ic, the many other couples who began 
lOve about her, and. above alL the na* 
I elasticity of youtliful spirits^ g^^^ to 
manner cdl the playful graces that 
ing is so capable of admitting. No 
-iption can do justice to the elegant 
ements of her aums and whole person^ 
le lightness with wliich^in the quicker 
!ties of the bolero, she seemed to float 
stinair, beating time with beautiful ex- 
ss with her feet andcastanets^slie waa 
equalled by ber partner^ nWi W 
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ever seemed too mtent on admAring 1 
to think much of himself, and only dam 
mecsbankaUy ; still his strikingly-fkie 
gare^ and £rm yet graoeftjl action, coi 
not pass unnoticed. 

The dudieMi was engaged in reoeivi 
her guests, and the baroness Solanto 
mained for some ^ort titne silently wat* 
iv^ the dancers, wh^ti ber attention v 
attracted by tiie oonversation of two lad 
near faei:> which at first she listened to^ 
most unconsciously, tUl at length the< i 
terest it excited iivetted her to the spd 

^' I have no doul^" satid cme of thenit 
answer to a •question from the ^eth 
^' that, it must he the jroitng P^idy 
there is not a gailh^ in the court, wfac 
figure, or whose Juicing, oould be mm 
ken for dun Eederico : did yo« «Mr a 
thing of M» faittily in your date Tint 
Sekcoar 

^ My ficMneacion wiftk the faonise of iLt 
rendemd ^ impossiibte to ^be ^«w|nwiBl 
with aiif oftiie^Hn&ly<xf baixmFanidaUh 
frut JD public i iioriLcfr q^Mb«mt 
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of seeing them, and I think that don Fe- 
derico bids fair to resemble his father, 
who, in spite of the abhorrence of my re- 
lative, the countess Caltabellotta, is cer- 
tainly most captivating in his manners and 
address." 

•* Is the countess still as amiable and 
i^reeable as ever ?" 

** Do not mention her, my dear friend ; 
the bare idea makes me shudder ; were it 

not for my regard for don Sigismund, no- 
thing should tempt me to venture again 
within the walls of Luna Castle; but Sigis- 
mund, with all his faults, will ever be an 
object of affection to his friends.** 

" The death of the countess Lucretia 
must have been a great shock to his feel- 
ings.*' 

" Perhaps, my dear Antonia, not so 
severe as may be supposed ; her temper 
too much resembled his mother's, and he 
himself is not the gentlest of men ; besides, 
there are reports of his having entered into 
another engagement — but with whom I 
know not; however, be the lady who ^Ke 

VOL. I. c 
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may, she has my sincerest pity and com- 
pas^on." 

The baroness Solanto gave an involun- 
tary start ; the ladies, however, proceeded 
in their conversation without noticing any 
one near them. 

^* Don Sigidmund is young, handsome, 
and rich ; report speaks well of him, and 
I see no reason why he should not be one 
of the most desirable matches in Sicily.'* 

" To count Luna himself," said the 
other, " perhaps few ladies would object ; 
but there is something in the countess, his 
mother, beyond even her temper and^man- 
ners, which inspires me with a horror in- 
describable : besides, it is whispered in 
Sciacca— — " Here the speaker lowered 
her voice, and the baroness looking to- 
wards her, saw her companion express the 
utmost horror at what she heard — at 
length she said — "Impossible! what mo- 
tive could excite her to such atrocity ?" 

" Hatred, Antonia — deadly, implacable 
hatred, which governs with imperious 
' tl}€ actions of the countess." 
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** And who is to succeed the ill-fated 
Liucretia, you have not heard ?** 

•* No ; a mysterious silence is preserved 
in that family on all subjects; and I 
believe this is known only to the countess 
and the baron Adriano." 

** Geronimo Peralta P*' said the other, in 
a tone of interrogation. 

•• The same ; one of the dearest friends 
of Sigismund, and one of the most dan- 
gerous,** 

Some cavalier now approached the la- 
dies and interrupted them. 

Deeply interested in all that related to 
count Lunia, the baroness Solanto had in 
this short conversation heard enough to 
ftimish subject for reflections of no plea- 
sing nature : the father of don Sigismund 
had been a particular friend of her hus- 
band, and she had motives of no small 
weight to make her wish to discover his 
real character ; of the temper and manners 
of the countess his mother, she had before} 
heard very unpromising accounts ; but It^ 

C 91 
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was the disposition and character, of the 
count in which she was most interested. 
Fame spoke loudly in praise of his personal 
appearance, of his warm affection to his 
friends, and devotion to his mother, whose 
temper frequently put his filial duty to a 
hard trial. That he was impetuous and 
headstrong was acknowledged ; but as the 
baroness did not expect to find him with- 
out imperfections, she flattered herself 
these might be softened down by affection 
and tenderness. In vain she attempted to 
persuade herself that what she had just 
heard was merely the gossip of the day ; 
but there was no motive to hide or to 
magnify the faults of those who had been 
the subjects of conversation. 

The dancing having ceased for a time, 
Costanza was reconducted to her mother 
by the cavalier with whom she had been 
engaged, and the reflections of the baroness 
were by their approach diverted for a time 
into another channel. With a profound 
obeisance the gallant Moor expressed his 
lelight at the honour conferred upon him 
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b]f the bdy CortssB, and dKsgoisiiig lus 
Yoioe as modi ^ pnwMp, he vas entarii^ 
into oomFcisitian with the hiAes when the 
iAA ooimt Jad joined them. 

* YoQ are too recently come amongst 
us, baroness Solanto/* he sud, " to be ac- 
quainted with the masquers of the ocMirt; 
let me unriddle to you the hidden diarac- 
tets irf'the night.'* 

^ The count vnll use us all most un- 
mereifuUy," said the Moot; ^ ladies, be- 
ware of his satire, and make all the allow* 
-ance you can fi>r the unfortunate victims 
he may single out." 

^ Surdy you, don Giovanni,** said the 
count, ^ need be under no alarm ; we have 
not, madam, a more discreet cavalier within 
the walls <^ the dty, than this gentleman, 
don Giovanni Pescaro" 

** 1 had mistaken the noble Moor," said 
the baroness, " for a younger character, 
don Federico Perollo." 

** Really," replied the count, with asinilc, 
" Federico would be indebted to you, 
but he has so many objects of adoration 
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amongst the ladies here, that he would 
scarcely be able to oflPer his homage to any 
new attraction, though he has the charac- 
ter of being the most inconstant of our 
gallants.** 

" I never knew," replied the Moor, 
" that Perollo had any attachment, or was 
accused by any one of inconstancy." 

" Oh ! you are not in his confidence 
don Giovanni, and mistake the character 
of Perollo ; I can give you a better idea of 
him." 

The Moor impatiently endeavoured to 
change the conversation, and separate th^ 
ladies from their new companion. 

The count however most perseveringly 
kept his ground. — " Yonder," he said, " is 
the object of our discussion," pointing to 
one of the band of Moors who had entered 
with their companion, and who was evi- 
dently making vehement love to a lady 
by whom he was seated. 

" Surely you are mistaken," said the 
Moor; " it is the marquis Roccaforte, who 
is taller and thinner than FeroUo." 
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*^ I grant yoa that Roooifiirte is die 
taller ci the two, but let the la£es judge 
if that cavalia* is not don Federioo." 

The baroness smiled, and acquieseed 
with the count, evidently to the great dis- 
composure of the Moor. 

** He seems particulaiiy attentiye to the 
lady," said the count; ^ the manners of 
Ferollo are, I doubt not, peculiarly tasA- 
nating to his female friends, and more so, 
perhaps, from his generally selecting some 
one, whose years or whose personal charms 
have not so many attractions for others." 

*^ A singular taste for a youth like Fe- 
rollo," observed the baroness. 

•* His vanity is doubtless gratified by 
the pleasure with which his attentions are 
received." 

" This is really insuffa^ble, signor !'* 
exclaimed the Moor. 

Jad looked at him with affected sur- 
prise. — " I did not know, signor Pescaro, 
you were so tender of the tastes and dis- 
positions of your friends ; I am the last 
person in the world who would wish to 
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be censorious, or to hurt the feelings of 
any of the admirers of Perollo, w1k> is, 
upon the whole, a very good youth ; but 
you must allow that he has two or three 
faults." 

" Doubtless, signor ; but surely he is not 
guilty of the absurdities you mention.'^ 

**Mere trifles," continued the count; "I 
can tell you several other instances of his 
taste, which I am sure will amuse you 
vastly ; and you may hint them to dori 
Federico hereafter, with a due regard to 
his feelings, of which I would have you 
as tender as I should be ; and be particu- 
larly careful not to allude to them at any 
improper time." 

" Permit me to attend you to the du- 
chessa," said the Moor; ** she is looking 
round as if in search of you." 

" I believe it would be charity to accept 
your offer," said the baroness, with a smile, 
" and the count Jaci may accompany us; 
it would be unfortunate should your friend 
Perollo lose his instructive hints." 

" I told your excellenza how satineal 
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the count could be ; you must not attend 
to his reflections on FeroUo, or any other 
unfortunate wight who may &U beneath 
his lash." 

•* Having disarmed the violence of my 
blows, signor Giovanni," said the count, 
" I may now proceed to narrate two or 
three anecdotes of your friend, without 
hurting your sensibility." The old gentle- 
man then detailed an instance of the he- 
roism and gallantry of don Federico, who 
had during the preceding winter exposed 
his life to the utmost peril in rescuing 
some shipwrecked mariners, whose vessel 
was driven on the rocks under Pelegrino. 
The violence of the storm was such, that 
no one dared venture to their aid, till the 
spirit and humanity of Perollo excited 
some of the boatmen of the city to ven- 
ture with him, and they succeeded in sav- 
ing the unfortunate men from the immi- 
nent danger to which they were exposed. 
For this generous act Perollo had received 
the public thanks and commendations of 

c 3 



S4 THE F£UDS OF 

the viceroy, and all Palermo had resound* 
ed with his praises. 

The ladies frequently interrupted the 
detail, with exclamations of satisfaction 
and admiration ; but the Moor preserved 
the strictest silence, and seemed equally 
distressed as when listening to the raillery 
which had been previously levelled at 
PeroUo. 

" Why, signor Giovanni," said the count, 
when he had concluded, " you seem to 
take but little interest in the exploits of 
your friend; I expected you would have 
been loud in his praises ; what a dreadful 
thing is jealousy and envy ! it is the bane 
of every virtue ; beware, signor, of indul- 
ging in so horrible a vice." With a low 
bow to the ladies, Jaci departed ; but the 
vivacity of the Moor for some time was 
repressed, till the dancing again summon- 
ed him and his fair partner to join in its 
amusements, when he was once again all 
joy and animation. At the close of the 
dance, when he led the lady Costanza to 

• mother, the duchessa, who was stand- 
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ingbjr, inquired if she had yet discovered 
her African friend ? 

•* At first," she replied, " I thought I 
could not be mistaken, but the count Jad 
has now disclosed the secret** 

** Jaci," said the duchessa, *^ was more* 
likely to mislead than to direct you ; shall 
I introduce you ?** 

"Spare me, for pity'^s sakeP' said the 
^Jiask, in bis natural voice, thrown off his 
^lard by the proposal of her highness. 

** Oh ! signor PeroUo ! it is — it must bc^ 
^ignor Perollo P* cried Costanza. 

The baroness smiled. — " For myself," 
^he said, " I was not deceived by the 
^^ount's feigned mistake.** 

Perollo, at first, was rather confused at 
^he discovery, but it soon wore away ; and 
during the remainder of the evening he 
continued the life and spirit of the circle; 
On the fifth day the feast concluded,, 
with a splendid illumination in the cathe- 
dral, the effect of which was peculiarly^ 
striking. Every ornament of the exter- 
nal architecture was traced out in Unes of 
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l%ht, from its base to its highest pinnael 

and thousands of lamps suspended froi 

the roof, gave the most brilliant effect t 

the interior of the venerable pile, whil« 

the dark pillars of the porphyry tomb 

under which are deposited the remains c 

the ancient monarchs of Sicily, still frowi 

ed in gloomy majesty, forming a strikinj 

contrast to the gay scene exhibited by th 

assembled multitude, in whom were dis 

played all that was splendid and gallan 

in the court and city of Palermo. Loudl; 

the sacred music resounded through ever 

aisle, and the enthusiastic devotion of thi 

people keeping pace with the gorgeou 

pomp of Catholic ceremonials, was raisec 

to a pitch, in which the coldest sceptic, o 

the gloomiest disciple of Calvin, coulc 

scarcely have failed to participate, how 

ever they might have argued or resistec 

its temptations, when the effect had ceasec 

to act upon their senses. 

The baroness Solanto and her daughtei 
had no counteracting feeling, no sentiments 
which did not fully coincide with the re- 
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Sgion of those arocmd them ; they partook 
in sinomty and truth of the devotion of 
the time, and declared that the feast of 
Santa Rosalia was one of the most spl«i- 
did and imposing cefeiiHmies they had erer 
witnessed. 

For some time the guests of the vionfoy 
awaited patiently the arrival of the baron ; 
but weeks, and even months, wore away, 
and he was still delayed at Madrid, though 
almost in daily expectation of being en- 
abled to join his family at Palermo. 

During this time, the kindness of the 
viceroy and the duchessa were unwearied ; 
their friendship and regard seemed to have 
gained strength from their increased know- 
ledge of their guests, whilst the admira- 
tion of Perollo had grown up unperceived 
into a passion, of which he himself scarcely 
knew the force. The viceroy, who thought 
he perceived some danger of it in the early 
part of their acquaintance, had cautioned 
Federico against indulging any hopes upon 
the subject, by observing, that there were 
reasons, which would make such a con- 
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nexion impossible, and that the profession 
of a soldier, for which he was intended^ 
ought to prevent, for a considerable time 
at least, any idea of the sort from entering 
his imagination. The baroness Solanta 
also evidently discouraged any particular 
attention shewn to her daughter; and the 
delicacy of the lady Costanza checked every 
thing which had the slightest appearance 
of moire than politeness and respect. A 
circumstance, which conduced very much 
to the intimacy with the Solanto family, 
to which Federico was admitted, was the 
discovery of an early friendship, which had 
subsisted between his mother and the ba^ 
roness, both being daughters of Castilian 
nobles, and educated in the same convent 
at Madrid. 

Donna Victoria Moncada had however 
quitted Spain immediately after her mar* 
riage with don Giacomo Perollo, and from 
that time resided entirely in Sicily. Her 
husband, the baron Pandolfina, was the 
head of the illustrious house of Perollo, 
from their high descent, their vast 



I.17XA Aia> FBMKIA 3S 



-^_. _ • 



n .i- 



and, abate d, fimi the U^i^- 
popular duvacter of dan Gntxano^ woe 
inferior to none of tbe nofalei of Sdltyiii 
infloenoe and power. An eailj afttadi* 
roent; wludi began in tbeeoortof QHilea 
the Fifths caused tiie Tioerajr to v^sd the 
baron Pandc^fina ahnort with theaflfection 
of a brother; and innnediatdj after liis 
arrival in Palermo^ to take possession of 
his govemment, he had entreated that the 
hen: of Pandcdfina might be committed to 
hU charge, which being complied with, the 
young Federioo was placed amcmg the 
numbar of bis pages, mitil an importunity 
ofiered of introducing him into the mili- 
tary profession — and such had now occur- 
red 

The ensuing spring, it was expected, 
would be distinguished by the most stre- 
nuous efforts of the emperor, to drive the 
French from their few remaining posses- 
sions in the Milanese, which most proba- 
bly would be followed by an irruption in* 
to France. During the autumn, the vice- 
roy of Sicily had been maldng the most ac- 
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tive exertiond to collect all the strength c 
the island in aid of the Imperial cause 
levies of men had been made with gres 
promptness and expedition, the Imperii 
taxes called in, and their feudal services re 
quifed^from the tenants of the crown. 

In the approaching spring, the force 
were to march to Messina, to be in read! 
ness for embarkation ; and many others o 
the young nobility had, like PeroUo, eager 
ly enrolled themselves in a cause whicl 
had been marked by such brilliant success 
Amongst them was also Gaetano Pigna 
telli, the most intimate friend of Perollo 
and a nephew of the viceroy, who had foi 
some time been stationed with the nev 
levies at Trapani, but received permissior 
from his uncle to spend the winter witl 
PeroUo and his family at Sciacca, the place 
of their residence for many centuries. 

The baroness Solanto and her daughtei 
still remained with the viceroy, at the time 
of Federico's departure, the baron having 
been employed by his sovereign on an em- 
bassy to France, and the hospitality of the 
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^oerojr not permitting the baitxiess to re- 
ttficnre, as she proposed, to a separate resi- 
dence; but the business on which Solanto 
had been occupit^ Jbeing now completed, 
he was daily expected ^4n Palermo ; what 
^oe would then be the r^dence of his 
fimily, was however unknown to all but 
the viceroy and the duchessa, their private 
affiuTS having never been mentioned even 
in the presence of FeroUo; but when they 
separated, and the baroness charged him 
with her remembrances to his mother, she 
intimated that the arrangements of the ba- 
ron might probably bring her to Sciacca. 

With a feeling of indefinable regret, Pe- 
roUo bade adieu to the two ladies, scarcely 
daring to inquire into the cause. He had 
received every discouragement to any 
hopes he might have been inclined to form ; 
nor had he yet even allowed himself to 
think that he regarded the lady Costanza 
with any other idea than that of admira- 
tion and profound respect. 

When taking leave of his noble patron 
on the eve of his departure, Federico ws 
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ceived from him private dispatches 
father. His highness repeated his 
ances of esteem and affection, cl 
him to use every means in his pc 
induce the baron to accompany 1 
Messina in the spring ; and exhorti 
roUo to avoid involving himself in 
the feuds with which Sciacca was d 
ed, dismissed him with kind wishes 
journey, and flattering desires for 
turn, which he promised not to reqi] 
the departure of the troops should 
it unavoidable. 
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And MNT, §m dme^ actliinks I sM 

Yoa listen to raj mumreby; 

Tour wmrii^ locks je backfi«id throw, 
ill And stddoDg bend jov necks of snow: 

Te ween to henr m owltmg tale 

Of two true lovers inm daJe; 

Alas ! fiiir damesy jour bopes are Ytun ! 
3f Waltch Scott. 



Thb morning dawned through mist and 
douds, as Federico rode from the Pcnrta 
Reale ; but the wind rose gently, and soon 
dispersed the gloom which threatened to 
hang over the first part of his journey. 
With no small regret the young traveller 
had quitted the inmates of the palace ; but 
on the other hand, joyfully he anticipated 
the meeting with his family, and the so- 
ciety of his friend Gaetano. Slowly he 
wound up the craggy road to Monr< ; 
and when arrived at the summit of ' ' 
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hill» turned to take a parting view of t 
Conca d'Oro. 

The sun just rising from the bay of I 
lermo, lighted the towers and spires of t 
city with a blaze of splendour, finely a 
trasted with the brilliant verdure of t 
orange-groves and plains behind it I 
freshed by the showers which had recei 
ly fallen, nature appeared to be recoveri 
from the effects of the summer heats, a 
the approach of a Sicilian winter was, 
usual, marked with the characteristics a 
northern spring. The amphitheatre 
mountains, which bounded the scene fit 
Termini to Pelegrino, were tinted wi 
the richest hues of morning, save whc 
some of the loftiest peaks began to disfd 
their wintry covering of hail and sno'i 
the white sails of the fishing-boats wc 
gradually spreading over the bay, whc 
waves sparkled with a dazzling lusti 
on the opposite side the valley, the 1 
tie town of Parco, romantically seated « 
the brow of a hill, added to the varie 
oithe sceneiy; and immediately beside t 
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ddighted spectator arose the venerable and 
[ Jwajestic cathedral of Monreale, one of 
the finest works of Norman magnificence 
which any country can boast. 

The enthusiastic feelings of PeroUo were 
forcibly excited by the surpassing beauty 
of the view before him, and he felt assured, 
as he gazed upon its charms, that no coun- 
try on earth could vie with his native 
land ; the objects around him, combined 
with the refreshing breezes of the morn- 
ing, gave to his spirits an elasticity, of 
which youth alone is susceptible : to his 
i fervid imagination all things seemed pos* 
f dble. As his eye sought the distant 
I towers of the palace, over which the Impe- 
[ Bal banner was gaily waving, his thoughts 
I leated on the lady Costanza di Solanto ; 
^ ihe cautions of the viceroy were almost 
:fcrgotten; it is true, he had never yet 
' aeriously reflected upon the subject, or 
: iODsidered the nature of those sentiments 
whidi she had excited in his breast ; but 
|jt was with unfeigned delight that his 
mind dw ^It on the hope which the box^u^ 



46 THE FEUDS OP 

ess had held out» of their meeting in S 
acca, and of the renewal of that intercou 
which he began to think of consequei 
to his happiness. The ensuing campaij 
he trusted, would afford him an opportu 
ty of distinguishing himself, and of aoqi 
ing those honours for which he impatie 
ly panted, and which, when added to 
hereditary claims, might render him w 
thy of his name and of his country. ! 
would perhaps have indulged himself 
some time longer in these reflections, a 
in contemplating the view before him, 1 
not his servant Baptista and the mulet 
who attended, grown impatient to prooe 

•* We have a long journey to Alcai 
signor," said the servant, ** and if we loi 
on the road, must expect to be late in 1 
woods, which our guide tells me are t 
ribly infested by banditti, who comi 
numberless murders." 

'' Indeed, Baptista !" replied his mast 
^' methinks it is strange that no compla 
cf these outrages has reached the vicen 
however, quiet your alarms, and by a 
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tie expedition we may soon recover the 
few moments I have wasted here/' 

Again the part}'^ set forward, and a short 
time brought them to the uncultivated 
plains beyond Monreale, when leaving the 
road to Corleone on the left, they entered 
the narrow valley which leads to the flat 
expanse of country called the Sal di Par- 
tinico ; the pass is for some way contracted 
into a deep ravine, between two vast and 
ragged rocks, enormous masses of which 
hang beetling over the pathway, and 
threaten by their fall to crush' the passing 
tmveller. 

•• Santissima Vergine !** exclaimed the 
guide, as they ehtered the gorge of this 
tremendous spot, and crossed himself with 
extreme devotion. 

•• Did you see any one T* cried Baptista, 
in a tone of terror. 

" Any one P* said the man ; " there were 
at least four or five of the most ferocious- 
looking ruffians I ever beheld ; but one of 
tbem I shall never forget." 

The countenance of the dota^^^lvi ^-^^v 
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bited signs of extreme alarm, and he 
plored the man to explain himself. 

" It is now some months ago "" 

** Some months ago !" interrupted I 
tista ; " I thought you had a glimps< 
them this instant." 

" No, signor Baptista, it is now sc 
months since, in this very place, I was i 
ness to an affair, which I have no do 
ended in a most bloody murder." 

Baptista urged his steed as near as ] 
sible to that of his companion, and, brei 
less from impatience and anxiety, entp 
ed him to narrate the circumstances. 

" Why, as to that," said the man, " sc 
^f the same party may, for aught I kn« 
be still lurking about in the clefts of tV 
rocks, where doubtless," (he added in 
under tone) " we might find the remi 
of the miserable victim they had seis 
whose cries for mercy are still ringing 
my ears, and I almost expect to see 
gigantic leader of the band start on us fr 
some angle of the road." 

Baptista glanced a fearful and hasty vi 
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ttound; but the sun was shining brightly 
on the scene ; his companions were well 
trmedy and no object appeared to justify 
his terrors-^^ Perhaps we had better wait,^ 
he said, ^^ till we are through the pi^ ; yet 
no one could overhear, if you spoke in a 
low YQi6e, and, of course, we cannot be in 
danger." 

^ That is as it may be," said the mule^ 
teer. ^ The poor .fellow they sdzed was 
just such another in appeanoice as your* 
id^ with nothing about him whidi could 
esxdte an idea of valuable plunder ; md the 
persQps who took him certainly did not 
resemble common banditti." 

The prudence of Baptista held a conflict 
with his curiosity, and he was sOent for a 
few moments. 

** What were the circumstances to which 
you allude ?" asked Federico. 

" Why, if your excellenza wishes to be 
informed, I must tell you, that a few months 
back ^" 

•• We had better wait, if your exoellenza 

VOL. I. D 
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pleases, till we are through the ravine," m- 
terrupted Baptista. 

Federico smiled at the caution of the 
valet, and bade the man proceed in his 
narration. 

Travelling the same road, he said^ some 
time since, he was approaching Fartinioo 
towards the close of the day, and had just 
reached the entrance to the defile, when a 
shrill whistle echoed amidst the rocks, and 
three or four men rushed upon him ; in 
an instant he was dismounted, and they 
were proceeding to secure him, when two 
other persons joined the party, and.ihnn 
the tone of authority they assumed, weie 
evidently the leaders of the band. The 
gigsmtic figure and dark habiliments of 
the principal of the two, seemed to have 
ipade a deep impression on the mind of 
the narrator. In a voice of impatient an- 
gef, he G(>itimanded the men to quit their 
C9(^tive, add pointed to another traveller, 
vvho had at the moment entered the pUss; 
b^fofp the terrified and astonished mule« 
teer could effect his escape, he saw the 
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imfbrtuiiate victim, for whom he supposed 
himself to be mistaken, seized by the ruf- 
fians, torn from his horse, bound, and, in 
spite of his vehement cries and supplica- 
tions, borne from his sight, by iStie road 
through which he had entered the defile. ; 

Taking advantage of tlie confusion; 
the muleteer succeeded in gaining the 
plains, where he concealed himself in the 
thickets, and soon saw the tall cavalier re- 
turning at a ^^nous rate, apparently in 
search of him,^^on which his alarm was 
so great, that he remained in the covert, 
until the shades of night enabled him to 
reach Partinico unperceived. 

Federico inquired if any one had been, 
missing from the neighbourhood, or any 
traces seen of tlie body of the murdered 
victim? 

The man answered in the negative, but 
ccmfessed that his terror and alarm, lest 
lie should incur the danger of discovery 
by the chieftain, or. any of his band, had 
prevented him from making any particu- 

d8 
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Ite inquiries. The slight view he hmi 
eaught of the features of the former, had 
impressed him with boundless fear, and be 
described him with all the exaggeration 
of his horror-stricken fency. The daik 
plumed waving over his cap, gave ad^ 
tional fierceness to the lurid glances of his 
eye, and the cloak in which he was enve- 
loped threw an imposing air of mystay' 
around his lofty figure ; the portrait was 
sketched in such vivid flours as to cause 
the height of alarm in Baptista, and es- 
cite considerable mirth in^ FeroUo, who 
added not a little to the fears of his domes* 
tic, by loudly expressing a desire to obtaiii 
an interview with this supematural-Iodk- 
ing bein^. 

Without any incident, the party readi- 
ed Partinico, (the supposed site of the an- 
cient Falamita, which was built by jfineas 
^3Bd his Trojan followers). After restiiig 
here a few hours, they again began their 
journey, and crossed the fertile pliiii» 
through long avenues of olive trees, tiU 
they arrived at Valguenara, a small town 
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upon a hillt surrounded by marshy grounds^ 
which during the summer months cause 
such an infectious atmosphere, that the 
few inhabitants appear afflicted with alt 
the varieties of disease and deformity inci* 
dent to Malaria. In a small chapel adjoin-' 
ing an old palace belonging to the Gravi«- 
na family, a solitary priest was saying mass 
to a congregation consisting of two old 
women, and the attendants of Federico 
seemed inclined to halt, and offer up their 
vows for a safe deliverance from the woods 
of Alcamo, which however they passed 
without any incident, and arrived at the 
pbee of their destination justf as the vesper 
bell was sounding from the Capuchin con- 
vent without the city. 

Alcamo having no attraction to detain 
him^ and being anxious to reach Trapani, 
Perollo started early the next morning, 
with an intention of visiting the ruins of 
Segesta on his way. Although it might 
have been an extraordinary drcumstance 
for a native of the island to be interested 
in its beauties and its wonders, yet the 
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care of the viceroy had given to his ptxh 
t&g^e^ in the Jesuit father Pasquale, an in- 
structor, whose classical learning and ele- 
gant erudition had exdted in him that 
taste which was just beginning to awaken 
in the most refined courts of Europe ; and 
Federico Perollo, with the natural quick* 
ness and enthusiasm of his countrymen, 
had availed himself of the advantages he 
had thus received; he ccHitem plated with 
delight the beauties of bis native land, and^ 
with eagerness and pride, had listened to 
the classic tales of her historic fame and 
splendour : it was then impossible that he 
should pass by one of her finest relies un- 
remembered and Unseen ; and impatient as 
he was to join Gaetano, the temple at Se- 
gesta had irresistible attractx(His for Perollo. 
From Alcamo be proceeded through a 
wild and dreary waste, unmarked by any 
appearance of life or civilization ; not even 
a wild olive-tree to cheer the scene of soli- 
tary desolation, and nothing more amusing 
than his own reflections, and the lamenta- 
of Baptifita, at the loss of time this 
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excursion from the main road must occa- 
sion, with a sad recapitulation of. the mi- 
series of travelling, and a doleful remem- 
brance of the ease and pleasure to be found 
in Palermo. After a journey of two hours 
and a half; having crossed, with some dif* 
ficulty, a stream of water much swollen by 
the autumnal rains, on winding round an 
angle in the road, the object of their 
visit appeared before them. 

Placed on the summit of a hill in silent 
lonely grandeur, stands the temple of Se- 
gesta, perfect in all its parts ; the plain and 
unadorned magnificence of its structure 
formUy arrested the traveller's attention, 
whilst its symmetry, its simple beauty, and 
the imposing site on which it stood, filled 
him with admiration and delight ; with im* 
patience he hurried up the steep side of the 
hill, to contemplate the interior of the build- 
ing ; here, however, he was somewhat dis- 
appointed, the coarseness of the stone, and 
"total absence of ornament, though grand 
0nd impressive in the whole, rather di mi- 
pished the satisfaction which Federico had 
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expected from a more minute inspection 
of this fine remnant of other ages. 

From the temple itself be at length 
turned to the surrounding objects. On 
one side it commanded a view down ihe 
vdlley by which he had approached ; on the 
othav the scene expanded over a vast ex- 
tent of country ; on the north it locked 
down a sta^ and rocky defile, the stones 
of which were tinted with all the variied 
hues of the mosses and lichens whicb co- 
vered them; and on the south lay the 
ruined walls and fipagments, which once 
formed the strength and splendour oC tiie 
city of 9egesta« Federico had no eiperone 
with him to ^ve a name to every kk)M 
heap of stones^ which accident or design 
had thrown together — ^he had no one to 
pomt out the situation of palaces and teni* 
ples» which perhaps had never existed ; but 
his^ imagination, in wandering amidst the 
low walls and fallen fi'agments of this ooce^ 
populous and now-abandoned city, oouU^ 
with m sensation of mekndioly sstis&ctipn» 
bwk tiie foraier ages of SIciUmIl greit* 



nets; and oodnectiiig the past, the pre- 
sent^ and the fiitiire^ he had wandefed €0^ 
ahBocfoed in thoaght, ignorant of and on* 
heeding the lapee of time, tDl he was sud* 
denly roused from his reverie by the sound 
of some one nqpidly approaching ; at the 
ame time Baptists and the muleteer riding 
nf, he oonduded it was from them the 
loonds ptxseeded ; but on turning round 
a projection of the nnns, he saw two pci^ 
sons not belonging to his suite. Though 
surprised at such an unexpected rencounter, 
PeroUo might have supposed them tmveU 
lers like himself brought there from curio* 
sity, but for the exclamations of Baptista, 

and evident alarm of the muleteer. 
^ Who are these strangers," demanded 

PeroUo, *' whose appearance has excited 

such wonder and dismay ?** 
** Oh, signor, the guide declares that it 

is the same dreadful cavalier he saw in the 

pass of Partinico ; had I known this last 

night, I should not have felt so secure un* 

der the same roof with him." 

d3 
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*' Did you not make out in Alcamo the 
name of the gentleman ? Surely, Baptis- 
ta, you might have satisfied your curiosity, 
if he took up his quarters at the convent" 

'^ For two ' hours, signor, I last night 
endeavoured, in vahi, to make it out, 
which I am sure I sihould have been mare 
cautious in doing, had I entertained an 
idea that it was the same person of whom 
we yesterday heard so fearful a history.^ 

Federico inquired of the muleteer, if 
the person they had just seen was the 
same who had committed the outrage he 
had described in the defile near Partinico ? 

" From the imperfect view I had of the 
cavalier," he replied, ** and terror I was in, I 
may have been mistaken ; but two such men, 
and both so alike in dress as well as in size, 
surely cannot be found in Sicily ; I recog- 
nised him at the first glance, and urged 
Baptista to make all possible speed to in- 
form you of our danger." 

^^ Taking it for granted that it is the 
same," replied PeroUo, " I see no reason 
to suppose that any attack was meditated 



• I 
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Upon US, or that we could have cause to 
ffear the prowess of an inferior number of 
assailants, though this gigantic knight had 
found a companion of similar dimensions 
to himself, and one attendant was the 
trhole of his train. You have seen n& 
(me besides lurking amongst the ruins ?*' 

** Santissima Maria forbid!'' ejaculated 
the man, looking fearfully around. 

*• We shall all be inevitably murdered T' 
cried Baptislta ; •* be i» gone for the rest of 
his troop, and will return bei^re we can 
possibly effect our escape. Oh that we 
had received absolution before we left Pa- 
lermo, or that I had never quitted it !" 

•* Let us hope your confessions will not 
oometoohtte, Baptista," said his master, 
** if you delay them till we arrive in Tra- 
pani ; and in the meantime let me hear 
what you saw of this gentleman at Alca- 
mo. At present you need be under no 
alarm, for had he meditated an open at^ 
tack, he would not have come thus singly, 
and been obliged to retire for further aid.'^ 
• A little' assured, though still under the 
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infliience of considerable terror, the seryioit 
proceeded to sta^te, that soon after they 
bad reached the convent on the preceding 
eveningp the cavalier had arrived attended 
by a single domestic Of the foroiei^ 
however,^ Baptista had seen but little, ton 
one glimpse at his dark and ilLfcivoeied 
countenance, he said, tvad all he could €>b- 
tain, and that it looked 9s little like a sick 
man as the expedition to Segesta*— 
" Tired as I was," continued the valet^ " I 
found up his attendant; but all I could 
make out from him was, that his master 
was in ill health, had left Palermo sofne 
hours later than he intended, and was 
much fatigued by the exertions he had 
made to reach Alcamo that evening. This, 
I assure you, signor, is all I could disco* 
ver ; though I communicated to the unci- 
vil fellow all our intended movements^ 
and confided to him all our plans, telHng 
him that your excellenza— — ^'^ 

" Truly, Baptista, your communieatioiis 
to a stranger were highly discreet and laud- 
able; it matters not indeed who knows 
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our route; but in future it majr be a» well 
not to {ntxdaim to all the wwld who wd 
what we are.*" 

^ Your exoellenza thinks then,'* replied 
Baptista, with some emotion, *^ that they 
have some evil designs on foot— peihaps 
are part of don Sigismimd di Xiuna's ban* 

ditti." 

'* Count Luna can feel no personal en- 
mity towards me, I should think,'' said 
Feixdlo^ ^* nor can I perceive any possible 
connexion to exist between him and the 
peipetrators of the deed to which the mule- 
teer was witness ; for myself, I have been 
fortunately removed from Soiacca too early 
to be involved in the feuds of the families 
there, and sincerely hope that time will» 
ere long^ altogether extinguish them.** 

** Impossible, signor, that the &mili6S 
of Luna and PeroUo should forget their 
old grievances, and be friends ; and unless 
the count and all his family should have 
shut themselves up in Bivonia, we shall 
not be long in Sdacca without feeling the 
effect of their hatred and malice: and who 
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does your excellenza suppose these peN 
sons to be, unless they belong to don Si- 
gismund ?** 

•* Granting the cavalier to be the same 
gentleman of whom you yesterday heard 
the alarming history, I should suppose him 
to be some resident in this neighbourhood^ 
entirely unconnected with the inhabitants 
of Sciacca, where the chieftains of Lupa^ 
I believe, have always resided ; nor is even 
their castle at Bivonia often used by them 
as a place of abode." 

** No, signor ; formerly I have heard it: 
was a stronghold belonging to the Peralta 
family, and the Castel di Lima being incap- 
able of resisting any military assault, the 
counts of Luna have kept thehr mountain 
fortress as a place of resort, in case at any 
time their outrages should provoke their 
neighbours to punish them as they de- 
serve, and they have continually been add- 
ing to its fortifications." 

" By the recent death of the countess Lu* 
cretia, his wife, which was^ I understand, 
sudden and unexpected," observed Perollo, 
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^theooiint must be occupied in other 
than thoK of enmity to our house, or ho6ti> 
lity against his nd^bours.'' 

** Your exeellenza wiSl excuse me;, but 
the case is quite the reverse. Hon Sigis* 
mund is, I understand, again cm the eve 
of matrimony." 

** Matrimony T exclaimed Perollo ; •* why 
his wife has not been dead above eighteen 
moAfhs.** 

*^ No matter, signor ; that she is dead* 
so much the better for doo Sigismund, and 
so much the worse for the lady with whoni 
he is now in treaty." 

"Howso, Baptista?" 

** Why,t siglior, it is a wefl-known factr 
that the last marriage of the count was an 
engagement entered into by the old con* 
tessa his mother, for the probable advaui- 
tage of the family, without consulting the 
inclinations of the parties concerned ; and 
the spirit of the late lady Lucretia resem- 
bling that of don Sigismund, all his quar- 
relsome dispositions found employment at 
home, without disturbing the old family 
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feuds ! the present treaty may be sonie 
time before it is brougbk to a cQtidusloni 
and the lady may be of a more gentle sfir 
lit than her predecessor; in either case 
count Luna will find his time hang heavy 
on his hands, unless he can renew his cm- 
tests with your excellenza's family and 
fnends." 

^ So then, in consequence of his wife^s 
death, we are to arm ourselves for warlike 
measures, it being essential to the happi- 
ness of don Sigismund to have discord 
either at home or abroad." 

" Certainly, signor ; but by this flew 
treaty of marriage, he appears to be in- 
clined to renew the internal commotions 
of his castle.'* 

•* He must then have sufficient employ- 
ment upon his hands, and being interested 
in shewing a few symptoms of love and 
gentleness, we shall not find him so tur« 
bulent and hostile as you seem to expect** 

" Well, signor, nothing, I perceive, can 
put you on your guard against the strata- 
is of your enemies.'* 
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^ l/bt being dWHre of having any^ your 
Qiulicnifl^ Baptista, are thrown away.** 

" Does your excellenza then think no- 
tfaiDgof the extrawdinary conduct of these 
atmiigers?'' 

^ Upon my word/' said Ferdlo^ laugh- 
ing^ ^ I can see nothing mysterious w 
ahurnung in our meeting at Segesta^ nor 
in the yalef s dedining to answer your im«- 
pertinent questicms ; much less can I pre- 
dict any danger of attack fipom a sick cavn^ 
Uer^ attended by a single domestic. You 
must have given your last night's aiequaiiit* 
SDoe a terrible idea of your valour." 

^ But can your exoeDenza suppose that 
these heaps of rubbiA and ruined waHa 
can have attractions sufficdent to bring, a 
gentleman, who was really indisposed, so 
fiur out of his way ? He had much bet* 
ter have quickened his pace to the mad(»v- 
na di Trapani, and prayed for his recovery, 
than have exposed himself to the fiitigue 
of a ride over these hills for nothing; as he 
did not even ascend to the old building 
irith wbleh your excellenm seemed so en* 
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raptured ; we saw bim ride up the valfc 
but a few minutes before we joined yi 
with the horses.** 

During this conversation they had i 
mounted, and proceeded on their way 
Trapani, crossing the flat and marsi 
lands which extend round the base 
Mount St. GiulianOy where, in days of yo: 
stood the temple of the Erycinian Veni 
Ceasing to attend to the harangues of 1 
servant, the thoughts of Federico had wa 
dered far away from the scenes arou] 
him. The event which had excited su 
wonder and dismay in his attendants, nt 
soon forgotten in the variety of other i 
flections with which his mind was occ 
pied. From the anticipation of his ma 
ing with Gaetano, his imagination had fa 
veUed on to the delight of seeing again 1 
family in Sciacca ; in Sciacea too he hop 
once more to enjoy the society of the I 
roness Solanto and the lady Costanza. 

In tiie spring, he should have the ps 
of bidding adieu to those who were de 
est to bim cfa earthy to enter on the pei 
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military life ; but if, as he fondly hoped; 
exertions should be crowned with the 
86 and approbation q€ his commander, 
proudly should he once again revisit 
native land, and receive the gratula* 
i of his friends! perhaps the smiles 
welcome of the lady Costanza di S<k 
> might brighten bis itetum. • With- 
any distinct idea why or wherefore, 
y subject of his meditations seemed 
nminate in the same object, to revolve 
id the same centre, the lovely heiress 
>lanto. 

I the bustle and gaiety of Palermo, 
n in the daily habit of meeting, Fede^ 
bad perhaps thought of his Spanish 
ds less than he did now, when left to 
lelf alone for subjects of reflection ; yet 
any one accused him of being in love 
I the lady Costanza, he might, and pro- 
y with truth, have denied the accusa* 
; or had their future destinies brought 
1 no more within the sphere of each 
r's knowledge, the impressions he had 
ived would perliapa have passed away 
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ndth other phabtasies ikicidental to l3ti 
fervour and romance of youth. ^ 

Arrived in Trapani^ PeroUo found ik 
firiend Gaetano in anxious expectation 4 
him, and not less delighted than hinudl 
at meeting once again; mutual detadl 
fully occupied them for the remainder d 
the day ; but the first joyous eflbsions d 
thdr happiness had scarcely passed awigR 
when Federico thought he observed i 
dight doud hanging over the usually 
buoyant spirits of his companion, mi 
anxiously inquired the cause. 

'* A misfortune,'' he replied, <' which ha 
befallen a fiiend of mine, has of late ooca 
pied much of my time and thoughts ; to 
mprroyr I will introduce you to don Vili 
oentio^ and inform you of the particulaa 
of his melancholy loss, in which I knoi 
you will feel, as I do, the deepest concent 
but let U9 not recur to these distresses to 
night" 

A stay of two or three days in Trapan 
was all Federico intended to make, afte 
whidit Graetano was to accompany him t( 
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On the cnsoi g morning I^gmtitdli 
kept his promise i th his firiend» end nuw 
Bd«d to him the circamstanoes to whidi 
he had alladed. — ^Don Vincentio Lm^ 
Mini, he said, a oavalier with whom he 
hMl finrmed an acquaintance at Trapani, 
was a youngor brother of a noUe iamily» 
who having diipkaaed his connexions early 
in USd, had been neglected by them» w/A 
left entirely to his own slender means» a 
trifling appointment in the garrison being 
the only military promotion he had ever 
obtained. :In a small cassino near the sei^ 
Aore^ at some distance from the town» lit 
had resided (when duty allowed him to be 
absent) with an only daughter, in whom 
itt his hopes and happiness were coiioen- 
tnitod; their residence was peculiarly kmo* 
Ijr.ind retired, both the circumstances and 
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the inclinations of don Vinoentio leadi 

him to fix at a distance from the socie 

and consequent expences^ of a large a; 

populous town like Trapani. One day 

left his home, as he thought, for a & 

hours only, but was detained until t 

next morning, when, on his return, '. 

found his cassino a blackened and still-sn] 

king ruin, his Marguerita gone, and n 

one human being remaining to tell tl 

tale. When Pignatelli first reached Ti 

pani, this melancholy event was the then 

of universal regret; many of those, howevi 

who were deepest in their expressions 

ccHnmiseration for the unfortunate fa 

oi don Vincentio, thought they had dca 

sufficient in proclaiming their excess!^ 

sympathy for his misery ; but it was n 

thus that'Oaetano felt or acted; the caF 

lier was a stranger to him, but his misfc 

tunes were a call of all-powerful force, ar 

he had exerted himself with the warmi 

and energy of the oldest fiiendship, i 

makihg every inquiry^ and seeking evei 

means of information on the^ubject Son 
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^ the fishermen belonging to the town 
[lad seen the flames, but their distance 
from the shore at the time, made them ig- 
norant of the cause from whence they pro- 
ceeded; these individuals^ however, had 
not yet been found by Gaetano, and their 
report came only through the medium of 
others, the men themselves being absent 
on some distant voyage for the present. 

Don Vincentio, though deprived of 
every hope in this life, still bore himself 
meekly, and with the resignation of a 
Christian, acknowledging, with the deep- 
eit gratitude, the disinterested exertions 
of Fignatelli in his cause. 

When Gaetano called to inform don 
Vincentio of his approaching departure, 
he begged to introduce to him his friend 
Perollo, who had seldom seen any one ex- 
dtiug, even in their first appearance, .so 
p^^werful an interest; his armour indeed 
bespoke no wealth in its wearer, but his 
tall and graceful figure, though wasted by 
grief, still preserved a dignity which conv- 
ttumded respect ; whilst the mild and me- 
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hncholy expression of his finely-featme 
ooimtenance conciliated affection and n 
gard. 

** I ought not to be sorry that yon m 
giMng with the companion of your youti 
my friend^" he said to Gaetano ; ^ but 
shall miss you sadly — ^yours is the only k 
defy which has ever beguiled me for 
moment of my misery, and I shall almoi 
wish I had/iever known the indulgence 
but I will not damp your pleasures by m 
^otism^-*-God bless you wherever you gfl 
and if you ever are a parent, the idk 
your afi^tionate attentions have been t 
me, will be rememb^ed by you wid 
greater satisfaction than more brilliul 
exploits." 

Gaetano expressed his anxious 
Uiat something might still arise to 
some relief to his afflictions, and claimed^ 
promise which don Vincentio had 
^ven, that in case any intelligence si 
be obtained to excke any cheering 
he would apprise- him of it, and employ ' 
pefsonal services aiid his interest witii 
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viceroy, in any way that might contribute 
to hi8 comfort and assistance. 

With modest and feeling delicacy, Pe- 
ndlo begged that he might be permitted 
lo join his exertions to those of Gaetano^ 
iod to offer the services of his family and 
fiiends, if it should be fbund that they 
aould in any way tend to dear up the 
systerious circumstances of the cavalier^ 
onsfbitune. « 

Laikkdini again expressed bi9 thanks; 
9MI; abnost overpowered by his feeHngs^ 
npeated bis adieus to them both. 

Readily complying with the impatienee 
tf PerpUo, Gaetano consented to set out 
mther late on the third day, instead of 
waiting till the next morning. — ** We 
may 9* be said, ** if we reach Castel Vetrano 
tCMiight, be in Sciaoca to-morrow evening, 
■id at my uncle's castle we shall be better 
Kwmmodated than amcmg the Capuchins; 
thera ia not perhaps much ebance d oui^ 
hfling flumptuoucfy feasted, but we shsXt 
be at liberty to do aa we please^ 

VOL. I. £ 
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it is the only place where we can halt, s 
as to divide our journey into two stages. 
To this proposition Federico assented 
and, deeply engaged in conversation, the 
proceeded on their way, crossed the ope 
country to the south of Trapani; an 
leaving the towns of Mazzara and Marsa] 
on the right, and Salermi on the left, f 
they passed by Santa Ninfa, their attentio 
was roused ]|}y a loud peal of thunde 
which rolled deeply among the mountair 
before them. The day was fast declining 
and the gathering clouds upon the hil 
threatened a tremendous storm before the 
could possibly reach Castel , Vetrano, the 
six or eight miles distant; whilst tl 
marshy grounds which surrounded thei 
prevented their reaching Santa Ninfa by 
shorter route; but they were not easi] 
dismayed, nor likely to make much i 
evils no greater than a thunder-storm, or 
journey for an hour or two in the darl 
even had they been so inclined, the lud 
crous distress of Baptista would in soo 
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degree have counterbalanced the discom- 
fort 

He began m a lamentable tone — " Your 
exoellenza will now, I hope, see the use 
my advice would have been of, had you 
tdcen it, and not left Trapani at an hour 
when there was no chance of reaching our 
destination before it was dark ; night is 
rapidly coming on, and a storm rising 
among the mountains : Our Lady grant we 
may reach Castel Vetrano in safety !" 

** Amen T answered Gaetano, " and that 
we may not be spirited away by the de- 
men of Segesta, nor washed out to sea by 
the mountain torrents !'' — adding, in a whi- 
ning tone, as much like that of Baptista 
as possible — ^* oh, Federico ! had you but 
listened to this miracle of wisdom, we had 
never come hither to be drowned in the 
highway, nor left in the dark to the mad 
knight of Alcamo and his uncivil atten- 
dant" 

•* Well, gentlemen,'* replied Baptista, 
somewhat piqued out of his dismal condi-' 
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lion, *' jou must 3ay what you please; but 
if my eyes deceived me not, I saw tlie' 
same two figures behind ua, as. we eroHed 
the flal3, not m^^re tiban an hour ago^** 

'' Why, l^aji^ista, the storm wkidi is 
€|9PaMg will be the death of your siek 
friend, and relieve us from ail our appre^ 
ben^ii(ons ; it is the nK)st fortuni^ thing 
th^t opuld have befallen us ; yiour wisdom 
and foresight have been proved beyond a 
question^ and your evil geniuamust neoest 
sai#y perish from the indemency of the 
night." 

^ X knew you^ exceUen^'s merriment 
MfmM, Qpt spwe me,"" said tbe nan, ^ or I 
Qwld at the mom^ftt have coavinoed yon 
q£ the fact^ by dbewti^ you the identical 
tall figure which we saw the other day, 
wrapped in hia black horseman's ek)ak, 
witb the black plumes in his hat, wiitqh 
my mast^ most have<^bserved.at Segeata." 

" Better and better," retorted GaetancK 
'' jMk haive at least derii^ed some benefit 
frm^ yottR firiends.*' 

" How so, signer ?* 
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*• Why, Bftptista, you have ketned to 
Md ytmr totigue ixpcfn mi occasion." 

As the man was about to reply, another 
peal rattled among the hills; the wind 
Hew tf histlmg ov«r the marshes, and large 
drops of rain announced the approaching 
flterm. The party stopped a few minutes 
, to defend themselves from its violence, by 
girding on their doaks, then quidcened 
lAieit pace whilst a little light remained ; 
die rain increased momentarily, the thun- 
der Polled nearer aftid nearer, and the 
mountain echoes scarcely allowed an inter^ 
val between the claps : at length a iSal^ 
of the most vivid lightning burst from thift 
doud before them ; it vanished not in an 
instant, but seemed to rdl along the earth 
in a body of liquid flame; at the satne 
time a deafening peal of thundet* shook 
the ground beneath the horse's feet. 

•• Jesu e Maria !" sereamed Baptista ; the 
other servants echoed his ^aculation, and 
an interval of silence succeeded; during 
which the party heard, or thought they 
ha»d, the sound of VxAcefc \srfot^ ^«sv\ 
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other flash, nearly as vivid as the last, 

*ew forth a groan and a pious ejaculation 

om Baptista. 

" Never mind, my fine fellow,** said 
^aetano, ^^ this will finish the black gen* 
tleman behind us." 

Again a long and loud clap of thunder 
seemed tearing the hills from their foun- 
dations, and in the pause which ensued, 
voices were distinctly heard in accents of 
terror and distress. Impelling their horses 
to the utmost speed, Federico and Gaetano 
rode forward, and the next flash gave them 
an imperfect view of the persons from 
whom the cries proceeded. A litter over- 
turned upon the ground, several men and 
two or three females supporting the body 
of a lady to all appearance lifeless, and the 
fore-horse of the litter stretched dead in 
its harness, were the dismal objects which 
struck their sight The succeeding thun- 
der-clap was less violent than that which 
preceded it, and when it ceased, a female 
voice exclaimed — " Indeed, indeed, your 
^ tiza may perceive that my lady 
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fives — die breathes, siie revh ^s — the Vif- 
gin be praised, my hdy fircsr 

G^aetaifio was about to demand the na- 
ture of the aocidait, and toofl^ their ser- 
vices, when the lightiung's fladi i^ain il- 
lumined the so»:ie. 

^ The lady Costanza di Scdantof exdaim* 
ed Federioo, in a voice of torwand amaae- 
ment, throwing himself from his horse, 
and seizing her hand; ^ what dreadful 
chance has exposed you to the perils of a 
night like this?'' 

** Signor Perollo T cried another voice, 
" Heaven be praised for this unhoped-for 
aid P' An hysteric sob from the younger 
lady gave proofs of returning animation. — 
" My child !** said the baroness ; " gracious 
Heaven has restored my child !" 

The thunder again interrupted every 
other sound ; when it had ceased, Pigna- 
telli learnt from the attendants (for Perollo 
and the baroness were capable of no thought 
but for Costanza), that the party had left 
Palermo on the day before, to join the 
baron Solanto, who was expected on the 
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western coast, and were fNOcaediag tA 
Castel Vetrano when overtakee by tike 
tempest; during which the lightning had 
struck down Ihe fore-fa<«nBe of the litfeer, 
and terrified the ladies nearly to death. 

Whilst Perollo was aiding the baroness 
and her daughter, who was recovering 
from her swoon, Gaetano, with tiie assis* 
tance of the men, raised the litter, and dia* 
mounting one of his own servants, placed 
his horse in the hiu'ness of the aniiMd 
which had been killed, and urged the hh 
dies, if possible, to proceed immediafieljr. 

In a faint voice Costamsa expreiaed her 
ability to go on, and being plaoed by Pe- 
rollo in the litter, be inquired <^ the bar^ 
ness where to direct their way ? 

" To Castel Vetrano," sherejdied; "a 
eourier has been forwarded by the kindness 
of the viceroy, to prepare for our reception 
at the castle." 

" We cannot be above an hour's joumejr 
from the town," replied Federico; 'Mettlie 
lady Costuiza and your exeellenxa keep 
ujp your spirits, and we shall soon be there 
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in safety; trust to my friend Pignatelli 
and myself to take evary precaution re- 
quisite.'' 

The violenoe of the tempest was now 
somewhat abated, but the rain still de- 
soended in tcnrents, and the darkness was 
almost impenetrable: pladng the guides 
howerer in the yan, and themselves riding 
(Ml each side the litter, they advanced as 
quickly as the state of the road and other 
circumstances would admit. 

Gladly the party hailed the Kghts in the 
towers of Caste;! Vetrano, where they had 
no sooner arrived, than Gaetano hastened 
forward to announce their approach, and 
found that every preparation had been made 
whidi time would permit, the courier hav- 
ing only arrived on the preceding night. 

The lady Costanza, though considerably 
recovered, still felt the effects of her acci- 
dent, and retired to the chamber pre- 
pared for her almost immediately; but 
the baroness remained for a short time 
with the young men, to express her thanks 

E S 
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for their services, and informed them tha 
the baron Solanto having been so long de 
layed from his voyage to Sicily, had a 
length abandoned his plan of visiting Pa 
lermo, and embarking in a small vessel foi 
Sciacca, had forwarded dispatches to her 
self and the viceroy, excusing the changi 
in his arrangements, and requesting her U 
join him instantly at the place of his des 
tination, where he hoped to be arrivec 
when she received the information ; upoi 
which she had quitted Palermo withou 
loss of time, and was anxiously hastening 
to Sciacca. 

The young men earnestly entreated per 
mission to be her escort for the remaindei 
of the journey, and the lady having aooed 
ed to their request, the party separated fa 
the night. 
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CHAPTER III. 



i»#^»»###*#»#»»^^»» 



^ Beatrice. — For which of my good parts did you su£fer 

loTe forme? 
Benedict, — Suffer love ! a good epithet — I do indeed suffer 

love^ for I loTe you against my will.*' 

Having exerted themselves to procure all 
the comforts for the ladies which circum- 
stances would allow of, Gaetano and his 
friend proceeded to disencumber them- 
selves of their drenched garments, and to 
make arrangements with the castellan for 
their own accommodation, and that of their 
servants, during the night. — " For our- 
selves,** said Pignatelli, " we will remain 
where we now are — in a ^rnall apartment 
near that of the ladies — my own man 
and Baptista may make up their bed in 
the antiroom, and the other servants you 
will dispose of as may least inconveni- 
ence your own family.** 
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*' And the other cavalier, signor ?*• 

" Don Federico remains with me." 

" I mean the other gentleman, who 
came into the castle after your excellenza, 
in the train of the baroness" 

" There was no one with the party but 
attendants." 

'' Excuse me, *$ignor, there was a tall 
gentleman in a large dark mantle, with a 
plume of dark feathers in his cap ; I should 
not have observed him, but from the glit- 
tering of the chain round his neck, as the 
torches were held up for the ladies when 
they were taken from their litter." 

The friends gazed at each other. 

" We saw no such person," said Gaetano; 
'< the baroness has inquired for no one, and 
where is this gentleman now ?** 

" I have not seen him, signor, since we 
were in the court below, but I will inquire 
amongst the people, who can doubtless 
inform me." The castellan withdrew. 

" Did you observe this strange cavalier, 
Federico ? or can it be your Segestan ac- 
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will have no cause to think more serioiii 
of him than you do at present" 

'' Really," said Gaetano, "" I shall g 
loixious for an introduction to this wo 
derful personage." 

*^ I fear then you will be disappcnnta 
fix you may be satisfied it is no other tb 
I have said," int^rupted Federico ; ** SOD 
cavalier belonging to the place, who havii 
seen the party to their abode, is now got 
to his own." 

'^ I know most of the neighbouiii 
gentlemen personally," added the casta 
Ian, ** but the extraordinary height of ti 
person I saw below, and the slight vien 
had of his dark countenance, convin 
me he is a stranger here." 

" Well," said Gaetano, " he does n 
seem to be in the castle now, or as if ] 
intended to honour us with an interviei 
do therefore, my good friend, see what ]n 
can procure us for supper, and let us g 
to rest as soon as we can, for last night \ 
had but little repose— I hope to-ni^t i 
shall make it up." 
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-* talsBi had yravidjed :or Bapcuta wd \n^ 
-, eoopsnion die means at' oiakinic ap :i Ixxi 
-^ ca me iior «ji rhe .uiniuuui. — • VVc 
"^^ vont place it ::oo near diis) rrt&rhci'iu old 
arraa^' oasiorved die rbnner ; *' there iiuiv 
he lats behind it, onimais which I :ibhoi- . 
^ or there may be some conceaieii door tioi 
'^ weQ secured; nor will we have ic bv the 
- window, tor the rain and thunder siiU con- 
tinue; nor by either of the ikKVH, Un 

cause "* 

^ Really, signor Baptista, you Hi»|H>iir tvi 
if no part of the room would suit you ; do 
let us place it in the ceutrt'. wsd uiuki* 
haste to bed. I believe you wi>uUI iijItHlly 
prefer some other apartment : tluyou kuMW 
any thing of this room» and hati Uttui- \tm^\\ 
any horrid murder ctmuiiitUd hi-ii>*'"' 
The Virghi forbid! hiiw kjm\ is^w Ulk 
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of such thingisi? I oertarhlj think the fine 
loDg koom whete the soldiers sleeps <» the 
one on the opposite side, where the bttO« 
nessa's people are put, might haye held us 
alsa" 

^* And who then Mrould have attended 
on their excellenzas ?" 

The bed being arranged, the two ser- 
vants were soon unconscious of all around 
them ; Baptista having first most devout- 
ly committed himself to the protection erf 
the Virgin, Santa Rosalia, and St Frands, 
and placed against the door, which opened 
into the gallery, two or three articles of 
furniture. 

The night was stormy and tempestuous^ 
the wind howled round the towers ef the 
castle, the rain beat with violence against 
the windows, and at intervals the fiity of 
the tempest seemed to revive ; during one 
of the most tremendous blasts^ the door 
of the room was so much shaken, as to 
throw down part of the barricado which 
Baptista's care had jdaced there ; it awoke 
him, he started up in his bed and listened ; 
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bat the gMit irhkh ap 3 toiiaf« camed 
fte dnturbanoe ilie '9 and «ail was «rtitt 

•gain, save the faea^ drotps of vaki nvhii:^ 
urere faoird without. Uttering a short ocmi* 
nendation of faimsekf to bis patron saint, 
he tried to compose himself to sleep, envy- 
ing his snoring companion. A idight 
movement again rustled at tibe doorway ; 
be started and liatened, in hopes it would 
pais away Hke the former sounds : it ceased 
far an iostmit, and Baptista breadied again ; 
but his lespiration was idmost immediately 
anpendnU by leekig, most distinctly, that 
the door was moved, and a light shone in 
it tlie aperture ; in iqpeednless ternn* he 
gtfn his eompanioR a violent pudi, but 
the fellow snored on wiiieeding. 

The door was gradually ^rced bade; 
die light becams more visifaie, and a tall 
dark figmie entered the apartment; his 
head was bare, a cadaverous paleness was 
spread over his strongly ^marked features ; 
in one hand be held a lamp, and though 
wrapping his long cloak around him, he 
seemed to carry some weapon bcfieath it 
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in the other. He advanced rapidly, oH 
with a firm, but quiet tread, nearly hil^.^ 
way towards the opposite door of '^ 
apartment; having hastily glanced 
fierce dark eyes over the chamber, Ba 
recognised the figure he had seen in 
corridor of the convent of Alcamo, in 
ruins of Segesta, and on the road 
Trapani ; his terror was so great, he 
utter no sound ; his mouth was dis 
to the utmost limits, and his eyes involi 
tarily fixed upon the object before 
he grasped his sleeping companion 
convulsive horror, who, roaring at 
violence of the gripe, woke and a 
fix)m the bed, dragging Baptista 
with him, still clinging to his arm, 
seemed, by the howl of his fellow 
to have recovered his articulation, 
joined in his sonorous lamentations* 
figure stopped, stared for an instant 
the terrified domestics, and extin 
ing the light, rapidly escaped into 
gallery. 
Gaetano and Federieo^ awakened bjr 
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cries of their servants, rushed from 
k i^Mfftment, armed only with their 
rds ; but finding the antiroom in dark- 
PeroUo returned for the lamp, when 
discovered Baptista upon the floor, 
his companion, who had disengaged 
df from his grasp, standing beside 
n a state of wonder and amazement. 
V^hat is the cause of this disturbance, 
^ppe ?" asked Gaetano, hastily. 
^hy, signor, I believe Baptista has 
iome frightful dream, for he awoke 
>y pinching my arm most horribly; 
he noise I made seems to have alarm- 
le gentleman who was coming to 
chamber." 

iVho could be coming to us at this 
? surely the ladies are not ill ?" 
ptista tried to speak, but could only 
1 inarticulately, and shake his head, 
srico was hastening out to make in- 
es into the cause of the confusion, 
1 Baptista, by a violent effort, threw 
elf in his way, and arrested his pro- 
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'* Stop ! atop ! for Heaven's sake* sigmsr^ 
Federico paused for an instant-^'* he 
be lurking still in the gallery." 

** Ob> oh !" said Gaetano, * yxmr 
friend, Baptista, has been disappointed 
bis visit to us by your uncivM alanxis.'' -^ 

Baptista assented in silence^ unable tM 
speak intelligibly of the mysterious objeiiH 
of his fears. 1 

*' Come then, Federico, let Us lose no < 
time in seeking him ; this fellow is as Ifttle * 
communicative as signor Diavolo himself* ; 

Hie two young men then, in spite of ' 
the suppKcati(»is of the servant, left the 
room^ ordering Giuseppe to remain with 
his associate, who insisted on crawling to 
the door, that he might have the consola- 
tion of seeing the light from the lamp as 
long as possible. 

" This way,** said Federico; ** let us not 
alarm the ladies, neither is it probable the 
stranger would enter their apartment, as 
his errand seems to have been to me.** 

The doors of the gallery were all closed, 
except one which opened ixvto the armoury 
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' the castle, and all was silent but the 
orm without 

^ Thete are so many places of conced- 
lent heie," said Gaetano, ^ and we are so 
Mwquainted with the ci^tle, that it is a 
opele^s task to search for this said cavaliep, 
fha, after alU may be only one of the other 
■rants, or perhaps a creature of Baptis- 
i^ fiincy— -no one appears to be in motion, 
phicb most be the case if the ladies re- 
faired assistance; and by alarming the 
KNwehcrfd, we can do no good, and may 
reate a general panic.** 

^ Cureumstances,'* replied Federico^ ^ are 
riher in fiivour cf Baptista's vision ; bnt 
ittierwise I can see no end the stranger 
» propose in following me from place 
JO place ; if sach is the case, we shall doubt- 
ba hear Ibrther from him ; but I do not 
m any probability of our discovering him 
BOW, if he dioosies to remain concealed ; 
Itt US then return to our room, make out 
what particulars we < i from the servants, 
«A tD-Dunvow may ] ^nssome 

eliie>teiii|i' 
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They then left the armoury, and retun 
ed to their chamber, where they enda 
youred to gain froiq the men some part 
culars of the reason for their outcries. 

Giuseppe had but little to say ; he kne 
that he was awakened by the violent gras 
ing of his bedfellow, to which his jorm bo 
witness ; and that when he leaped from ti 
bed, he certainly perceived a light in tl 
room, but who the person was that hore 
how it was extinguished, which way tl 
bearer had departed, or how he enterc 
he knew not 

Baptista, in spite of the raillery of Gfl 
tano, remained steady in his assertid 
that it was the sick cavalier he had seen 
Alcamo, and having now had a more di 
tinct view of his features, he had some ii 
perfect remembrance of having seen the 
at a remoter period, but where or wh< 
he could not say ; from this statement 1 
never varied ; but the exaggerated acooui 
he gave of his height, and the ferocity < 
his countenance, failed not to produce fio 
Gaetano repeated bursts of laugbteTiTi 
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f ^Did this same trticulentAooking gen- 
tleman," he inquired, ** leave no sulphu- 
reous odours behind him ? Had he not a 
certain air about him, as if his usual abode 
was in the heart of Etna ?" 

^ No, signor, it is not that I think the 
gentleman I saw was a spirit from the 
dead, for then I should have known what 
to do ; but I am convinced it is one of the 
faravoes of Luna !'' 

** As I am. by no means assured it was 
not a spectre or goblin," answered Gaetano, 
** may I inquire what it will be necessary * 
for me to observe, in case I should be ho- 
y noured by a vision ?" 

^ " In the first place, signor ^" 

^ ** Really," interrupted Federico, " if 
you have no more important inquiries to 
make, it will be, I think, as well to dis* 
miss the men and return to bed again." 

Baptista's visage fell to a ludicrous pitch 
of horror.—** For the love of St. Vito, 
ognor, do not send me from you !" 

^ Do pray let them remain in the room,'' 
Mud Gaetano, ** for the presence of si^Eior 
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Baptists seems to have something peeidi- 
arly attractive to this mysterious traveBet^ 
and I shall flatter myself with the hepe» 
ef an interview if he remains hene/' 

They then retired for t^ rest q6 tlw 
night to their couches ; and the servants 
having brought in their cloaks^ roUedtheov 
selves in them, and slept on the floor tSI 
morning. 

The castellan waited on the gcntiemeB 
as soon as be understood they were visible^ 
and begged to know, from Gaetano, \Mm 
be intended to proceed. 

^The day,'' observed Fignatelli, ''iata» 
bad to allow us to think of leaving At 
castle, and the ladies most want rest and 
refreshment after their alarm last night; 
we ^aU therefore probably remain tiH 
they are able to pmceed : and now tell ne 
if you have seen or heard again of tiv 
stianger who appeared last night in the 
castle?" 

'' No, signor; but the servants wen 
surprised: this mmning at finding two 
honaei» less kk Om steltAm than, tlwra 
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last night ; however, as these buildhigs are 
without the walls of the castle, the stran- 
gers might have put their horses there, 
and gone themselves to the convent for 
the nighe 

Federico and his friend looked at each 
other, and the castellan having retired, the 
forma: observed — ^ This is a singular coin- 
ddence with the statement of Bdptista, 
and it ippears undoubted that some one 
has traced my route from Palermo hither, 
but with what intention I know not. I am 
not aware of having private enemies, and 
Baptista's suggestion that the stranger is 
an emissary of don Sigismund di Luna 
appears absurd, as I left Sciacca too young 
to have provoked his anger, and my des- 
truction could foni^'ard no views either of 
himself or his partisans." 

" To me,** replied Gaetano, " it seems 
equally ridiculous that any one should 
take the trouble to follow you during the 
whole journey, terrify your servant into 
fits, and depart without attempting any 
thing more.** 

VOL. L F 
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After breakfast, the day seeming a Utile 
improved, the young men agreed to sttdl 
into the town, as well to see it as to hear 
if any strangers had been observed in the 
neighbourhood, before or since the preced- 
ing evening. 

The town of Castel Vetrano is situated 
upon a hill, in the centre of one of the 
loveliest scenes of fertility which even 
Sicily can boast ; immediately aroufid it is 
an extensive plain covered with vineyards 
and corn-fields, interspersed with a prodi- 
gious number of ahnond and olive trees^ 
and groves of oranges and lemons ; whilst 
the country-seats of the nobUity, embow«^ 
ered in luxuriant groups of mulberry-trees» 
some c^ which grow to an enormous height 
and dimensions, give to the sc^ie an ap- 
pearance of life and cheerfulness. On the 
mountains which encircle the plain to tlie 
north, are the towns of Salermi, Santa 
Ninfa, Margarita, Fartanna, and Monfrid, 
being all built of the white stone g£ the i 
country ; their towers and steeples formed'^ 
B lively contrast with the vivid gteea i£ j 
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the Ulki now restored to their proper hue 
bjr the rams of the season. On the south, 
^e.expuise cf ocean rolled before them, 
sdU turbulent fiom the recent storms. On 
the west, the eye wandered over the flat 
and fertile plain towards Trapani ; and on 
the east,, their view was bounded by the 
qiajestie mountains which rose in a bold 
outline behind the town of Sciacca. 

Federioo, naturally enthusiastic in his 
admiration oi* the beauties of his country, 
kxdced on the enchanting landscape with- 
out any apparent pleasure or interest. 
Gaetano watched his countenance, but 
r.l forbore finr a while, any observation, al- 
%A lowing him to lose himself in the subject 
itjof hb thoughts, whatever it might be; at 
p.llwgth he said — '^ Well, Perollo, having 
nffidenUy studied the view befope you, 
DOW for your eulogium on its beauties.*' 
** It is indeed very beautiful.** 
idl ** Very beautiful ! Why, man, it is an 
ly paradise. 1*11 give up the Milanese, 
cultivate my uncle*s territorial do- 
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mains; I'll turn my thoughts to coni« 
wine, and cowkeeping ; Til throw mysdf 
at the feet of the first beauty I meet, and 
in twelve months be solely occupied by 
my charming wife, and delightful little 
family ; occasionally we will make you a 
visit at Sciacca, but for some time it will 
be impossible for me to tear myself fixim 
all these domestic comforts.** 

During this tirade Federico was look* 
ing towards the castleT 

" What !" said Graetano, " you are exa- 
mining my future abode; it certainly 
wants considerable repairs and decorations.* 

*' Did you not see some figure at that 
window?" asked Federico.* 

Gaetano looked as if he thought him 
rather wild. — " What, Baptista*s friend— 
signor Infemale ? 

" No," replied Perollo ; " a female fi- 
gure: is not that the apartment of thie 
baroness ?'* 

" Really it may be, for ought I know; 
and you may have been honoured by a 
vision of their fat dd attendant, for no 



1-UNA A^D PEROLLO. 101 

Other of the party can be large enough to 
be distinguished at this distance." 

^ Surely it was donna Costanza.*" 

'* Impossible ; but do you intend to be 
haunted by her image, as your idiot Bap« 
tista is by the old boy in his long black 
robe and plumes ? to be sure, our adven- 
ture last night was sufficiently romantic; 
we have nothing to do now but to fall in 
love and complete it I do not wish to 
Cut your throat, mj dear friend; so, as you 
have probably .settled your choice some 
time siiice, I wUl' take up with madame 
la baronessa, and leave the fair G>stanza 
to your sighs and sonnets." 

*' Ridiculous, Gaetano ! she is certainly 
an exquisite creature, but ** 

** But what ? this exquisite creature has 
captivated you, and a pretty life I shall 
have of it ; but I abhor love tales, and if 
you make me your confidant, depend on it 
I will proclaim it to every creature I meet 
with." 

During this conversation they had reaclw 
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€d ihe small Dominican comnetit near tfav 
east end of the town, and were interrupted 
by the 8ppk)tich of tttoe of the itaoiik^ who 
coming up, fiWd— " Hjat having been in- 
fbntied <if thfe atriyal f the viceroy'* ne- 
)^e^ tind ik pctrty M; the castli^ without 
pr^hi!3dh IRfr so tniny being made, life 
ivas eomm!issioned by the pifor to olRer 
atiy ^id Udd felodoMfAnddaticm iheir podr 
llott^ fcottld gite^* 

Ga&tdno tanked the mdtik tdt iS^Hik 
offered 's^rVice^, but s^d— '' As ¥h^r iltky 
i^BB likely to l>e A) short, they shotild'hai^ 
116 occafiidn to trt)uliie thenb f adding, " i 
suppose by to-ftiorrow the Fiuimira SiiHffi 
Tie passable."* 

^ Provided no more rain fklls, sign(A*,'*ft 
'Certainly will ; and indeed one of our hto- 
kheh heard, from a man who lives on tM 
liill by the Urimara side, that thebaiom 
ddla Bardia had crossed it at an early hoifr 
this morning, attended by a single servant; 
they must have left this place in the dead of 
the night, and what can have occasioned 
wch 8 journey we can none of us imagine.* 
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* Is dus barone on inhabitmt ctCMiVd 
Velnno?* asked Federioo* 

* No^ signor; be resides near fleisocs,'' 

* I tliought I had 9cme reoolkctMi ^/f 
his name— -«** 

** Don Accursi d^Amato^ mgihfsr/' 
•• Yes, I now remember tt wdL*" 
The monk was beginning a ccmvermtunt 
ml&di seemed likely to be ratW hmt( ; 
Aerefiare Pignatelli commended \AumM ijp 
the prior widi grateful tbanks^ and tlt« 
fiiends took their leave. 

In tiieir way back Federico «iid-* 
** Does k not itake you, I^ignati^i, tliat 
Ibis barone has some connexion with our 
strange rintor? it may, or it may not be 
so, but I have a strong suspidon, from 
what the monk said, that it is no ottier 
than Accursi d'Amato who has thus fol- 
lowed me firom Palermo, though why or 
wherefore, I know not.** 
•* Who and what is he?^ 
'* One of the nobles of Sciacca, most 
firmly attached to the house of Luna. I 
have mysdf no recollection of him in any 
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way, but of fais ccMtnexion with that fiunQj 
I have frequently heard, fiom perams whc 
know mon ot the politics of Sdacca thar 
I do; what more than curiosity could 
have induced him to follow me thus. I can- 
not pos^bly concave.* 

" Something more must have exdted 
his viut last night," said Gaetano ; ** and 
something, I fear, not quite so innoomt: 
however, itwould beridicnlous to conned 
every strange event, or unexpected occur- 
rence, with this dreadful feud, as Baptisti 
doet;-aiidJwvkig Joeen so long,j!emov^ 
from the M3«He«f (wuU'ntion, you aqra} 
liiiyiot have- incurred tlie enmity of th* 
/iHpdiiU, ribr contnirted any taint of tb( 
spirit whicti, it is to be feared, animate 
tOH many of tlie pitrties," 

" No, Heav^i fwlnd !" replied I^roUo: 
" J feel towards every individual of th( 
house of Luna nothing stronger than iit 
difference, and have long resolved to use 
every means in my power to allay thi 
unhappy discords whicli have so long ton 
asundn the bonds of sodety and neigb 
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bourhood in Sdaoca; but so vuAeat is the 
rage of party there at present, that no 
hopes of any friendly intercourse can be 
indulged in." 

On reaching the castle, the cavaliers 
repaired to the apartments of the baroness, 
and found both her and the lady Costanza 
quite reeoveied from all eSeeta of their 
fright. The ladies had both fdt some cu* 
riosdty to see more of Pignatelli, of whom 
they had heard so much at Palermo, from 
his noble relatives, and still more from 
Peitdloi, who had never spoken of him 
without his vehement regard and affection 
being manifested. 

As frequently happens^ he was the very 
opposite to his friend both in manners and 
person — ^PeroUo being very tall, singularly 
liandsome;, and more than commonly com- 
manding in his appearance, for one so 
^oung, and his manners sure to attach 
those who knew him, but apt to be unat^ 
tractive to strangers, from thdr mistaking 
a natural reserve for hauteur; he did not 

f3 
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shew every new impression, but when re- 
ceived, it was nearly ineflbceable; and his 
character had in it a deep and ardent sen^ 
sibility, which felt much, but had the 
power of concealing it, except fiom those 
who knew him very intimately. 

Gaetano resembled him in nothing but 
high honour, steady principles, and the 
then unusual taste for literature, which 
they had both received from the same tutor. 
In person he just escaped being little, but 
was exquisitely formed ; rode and danced 
better than any body ; was acknowledged 
to have the finest eyes, and most animated 
countenance, in all Sicily; was the xdt>lof 
every society, and the favourite of every 
lady. The little party now assembled at 
Castel Vetrano could with difficulty be 
equalled for graces of mind and person. 

After the baroness had thanked the 
friends for their timely aid in her distress, . 
the foregoing evening, she said-—'* We -^ 
have smiled, this morning, to think how^ 
astonished you must have been, signooM 
Perollo, at our rencontre last night ; bu V 
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you had not left Ptilenno more than two 
dajrfif when I received the baron^s direc- 
tions to piroceed to Sciacca, and as soon as 
the anangements for our journey could be 
made, we started ; your having gone round 
by Trapani was the fortunate cause of our 
8o providentially meeting with you in our 

distress.'' 

Costanza was surveying, from one of the 
windows, the beautiful scenery around; 
^d when the baroness had finished speak- 
ing, Ferdilo walked towards her, and Gae- 
tauo observing the subject of her contem- 
platicHi, said — " My friend Perollo, signora, 
is a devoted admirer of the beauties of 
Sicily, but this scene seems to have be- 
numbed his faadties; one poor compli- 
ment to Castel Vetrano is all I have been 
able to extort ; do pray try and rouse him 
to something like a sense of its beauties ; 
for myself I am so enchanted with them, 
that I have almost resolved to spend my 
days here, in a state of patriarchal simpli- 
city.'* 

*• Perhaps, signor, you can discover 
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some grotto or hermitage amongst the 
adjacent hills, where your venerable pur* 
pose may be easily fulfilled, and the con- 
templative disposition of your friend in- 
dulged to its fullest extent,** answered 
Costanza. 

" The raptures, of Pignatelli,** observed 
Federico, " so far surpassed all bounds of 
moderation, that nothing remained for me 
but tacit approbation ; he talked of a para>- 
disc on earth ; had already, in imagination^ 
beaten his sword into a pruning-hoofc, 
turned vine-dresser and agriculturist, and 
surrounded himself with a band of de*- 
scendants, even to the third and fourth ge- 
nerations; a flight beyond this, I could 
not soar to ; and as my humble applause 
would have fallen so far beneath his eulo- 
gium, I contented myself with merely as- 
senting to his opinions." 

" The vehement feelings of don Gaetano 
are, 1 fear, somewhat transient,'* said Cos- 
tanza, " and the attractions of the metro- 
polis would perhaps draw him from his 
rural paradise to the purgatory of Palermo, 
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where he would soon forget his sheep and 
bis lambkins." 

" And inconstancy, no doubt, would be 
a crime sufficient in your eyes, fair lady, 
to doom me to remain in my abode of 
punishment ?" 

" No," replied Costanza, " I would send 
you back to your vineyard and shecpfold, 
lest the gaieties of the court should charm 
away all your regrets, and you should be 
contented with your lot" 

•* Lady, you are a merciless judge, and 
I would appeal from your sentence to the 
angel who, by the original contract, was 
to have been my partner in the rural life, 
which you and Perollo hold in such dis- 
dain ; however, there are few among the 
dames of Sicily who would not encourage 
my apostacy, I fear ; and that ' reflection 
alone seems sufficient to make me delay 
my intended purpose of turning husband- 
man in Castel Vetrano." 

" For shame, Pignatelli!" exclaimed 
Federico ; " how can you thus doubt the 
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retired and domestic virtues of our oountrjr 
women ? My mother has, for these twenty 
years, abandoned all the splendour of the 
Imperial court, and, with occasional visits 
to Palermo, has resided in the intermediate 
time at Sciacca ; and except during the 
long absences of my father, I believe she 
has never regretted the exchange." 

^^ The baroness Pandolfina is universally 
held up," said Gaetano, ** as a model of 
female dignity, virtue, and excellence; 
there cannot, therefore, be many such in 
the world, nor do I expect iny future des- 
tiny to give me such a treasure. I intend, 
therefore, to be contented with perfect 
beauty, gaiety, gOod-humour, wealth, rank, 
and such like external and bitemal onuu 

■ # 

ments." 

^' Modei^te and reasonable in all thingSr 
signor !" said Costanza, with a smile ; *^ and 
you will give in return—** 

^ Myself," replied Graetano, ** such as I 
am-r-my good qualitleSii which PeroU 
must be well aware of); and can give me 
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diancter for; these we miist make the 
tnofit of, and the others we will not men* 
Son, but decently conceal from Tiew." 

^ You must be a good hand at masque- 
nding, don Gaetano,'' said the baroness, 
* if you can contrive to keep this vanity 
out of sight. I do not wonder, signer 
Perollo, that you speak with exultation of 
your mother's domestic virtues ; such qua- 
lities are not matters of surprise in females 
who, from want of birth, talents, beauty, 
or any thing which we are apt to think 
esKntial, are not fitted for courts ; but it 
must require no small degree of philosophy 
and cheerfulness of temper, in a being so 
singularly adapted to grace them as Vic- 
toria Moncada, to be happy in so confined 
a sphere as Sciacca." 

Federico^s heightened complexion and 
sparkling eyes spoke his delight at this 
Unsought and unexpected tribute to the 
Excellencies of a mother, on whom h^ doat- 
M, and whose approbation was the most 
delightful reward he had ever leoeived fct 
iny exertion. 
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The baroi^ss Fandolfina had n 

« 

gated to servants the care of h 
education even in his earliest ye 
justly felt that he would, almost 
sdously, imbibe opinions and ide 
those around him, which would cc 
future character, and which no ar^ 
could entirdy efface : a delicate i 
honour, high-minded generosity, ; 
ality in judging ourselves, liberalit 
timent, and a nice sense of what i 
others, it is absurd to expect shoul 
culcated by persons who are con 
seekii^ excuses for wanting tho 
qualities themselves; and there ca 
doubt but such sentiments, receiv 
the lips of an elegant female and s 
tionate mother, are imprinted more 
and with more pleasing associatior 
on the heart of a boy, than they w 
if they proceeded from an austere 
a vulgar nurse. 

But to return to our party. Tl 
ness Solanto expressed so much ] 
to PeroUo, at the thought of meetin 



" Hi V I "«^-ih -our ^^ceiienzai :e!::::::ai:on 
then was :o Psoilo Costie. .lave 'r\\ i 
resioaics ^reaared :n Sciaccar" 

" Wiiv, I io aot mite .oiow r 'ne 
hrca has besa lon^ xHioucn :uerL\ -e nay 
hiTr Tfji: A ieparate ibode :br is. our I •a- 
tber ^pecr "ve snail be ^aeais :br i :ui:e 
at Lena Castle. ' 

" T.nna Cistie " eTacuiared Peroiio, is 

■J 

every expression }i pleasure vanisutfu :wiii 

his cocnienance : •* I jetz pardon :br re« 

peating ycur exceilenza's words, bui I 'v•^s 

so uttcilj disappointed by your iiic^ili- 

gence: I had hoped ibr my mocher and 

mvself io murii^ jaristhf tion ; but wUh the 

unfortunate prejudice or counc I. una 

a^nst our race, it will be much if vv>u 

are not induced to dislike the very uuux^ 

of Perollo." 

Costanza advanced to her n)othei «i« 
PeroUo spoke ; the whole jwrtv wt*i\? siK'Ut 
for a few moments, and all ^^cvukhI rathei 
distressed; at length Costans^u mwUI. tunUI- 
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lyw.^ Is don Sig^smund bo very prone to 
hater 

^ Only those, lady, who are alfied or 
attached to any of our fiimaly.** 

*' It is a fedmg I cannot Hndentand," 
she saidt and then added«^^ I mean, I 
cannot imagine hating for a name." 

Federioo looked so gratefiil, that shew* 
turned again to the window, but did imA 
seem to attend either to the landscape or 
Gaetano^ as she had done before; however, 
the bupneas, almost immediately, aaid— 
^ Do not let us anfidpste any thing so 
painfid, my yornig friend ; to didike eveiy 
Perolk), we nmst become Very ungratdul, 
which, I flirtter rayneif, is impossible; and 
with whoever I mi^ beaguest, I must be 
the friend of the baroness FandcAfina. I 
had heard of this unhappy ftud from our 
friends at Falarmo ; and I cannot but hope, 
that in a short titne two such admirable 
persons as baron Fandc^na and count 
Liuna must know and acknowledge each 
other^s meritSi when there is any friend 
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near, who is disinterestedly anxious to ter« 
miuate these terrible discords — and such a 
friend the baron Solanto willbe proud to be. 
The count's &ther was our very particular 
friend, and I am deeply interested in find* 
ing in his son all I admired in him." 

The baroness seemed to observe an absent 
and uneasy manner in her daughter, and 
soon changed the conversation. 

Tlie cnmiliers spent almost ill the re- 
JBuohder <9fthJi day with them; and fctb e d 
in the ibvehing to regulate tiie morrow^ 
jotuney. 



116 THE FEUDS OV 



CHAPTER IV. 



r»m00*»9»»**4 



Tims aotamii-^aiid sonsliiiie aroae oo tbe way. 
To tbe home of mj fitthen, tUit wdconM nw liadL 

Caxfbui* 



I 



The fineness <^ the evening tempted tk 

eayalicn to stroll ivuiid the IsmpntS dt 

the cnde hf the fight of the moon, whidi 
had risen in full splendour irom behind 
the hills ; diequered by light and shade; 
the plain beneath the walls seemed to have 
acquired additional beauties from the still- 
ness of the hour, and the mild radiance of 
the orb of night, whose beams were alter- 
nately reflected from the white walls of 
the various casinos, or abs(»rbed by the 
dark fcdiage of the surrounding groves. 

The mountains of Sciaoca bounded die 
prospect to the east, and formed a dark 
bold outline against the deep blue sky; 
whilst to the westward the ocean waves 



ITTLci..^^ i^r 



sdH rurbuieat ironi oe -^srs r 3e je 
storm. aaunmzTKi .icaijui*^ :3 ttib jsiance- 
but not smficeiEtT oua 3 :re2Jt ':Te ?• 
pose It The icese. ■▼mcrr -vas niv lisiiLr:- 
ed by die ^oicid )f .ome necnesas iDeL 
whose notes 3ame neiiowea :v 'ne .uI- 

The ireicu -▼esefiiesrrr jcnteHiTJia:^!:! 
die lanrismTie, ▼nei. rrom ^ -vmaow .co'^'e, 
a Toice. xruoae "^i^**^ iweetness xniLea 
dirough evearr power >r inemon. ^xta 
tiieni tx) the spotL Tn^e :lie*^ reiiaice«i 
loog ax^jsr rfae jaeiody lari jeaaea. t:::!:!!!'^ 
md expeetinir ^ lear "itie ^xaancn:^ 
strains raiewed. — ^^ It musr le "ie iauv 
Costanza,'' said FedezTco, in x tone oi rap- 
turous deiigfat. 

•* You appear recovering your powers 
of admiration, my nriend," replied Gaetaiio ; 
^ it will be impctfiubie tor you lon^ to re- 
sist all the powerful attractions of the laKly, 
and I wonder you had not cast your^U' 
at her feet long before you left the waU« 
of Palermo-** 

It appears then imposiiiUi), iu yuur 



M 
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opinion, Gaetaixib to admire a beautifid 
^rl, and to do justioe to ha tdaits^ with- 
out bang romantically in love with her,* 

^^ By no means : I doubt not but your 
admiration is entirdy the eflfect of an ak 
stract taste for female beauty, and a pas- 
sion for music; that it is nothing moie. 
than I^atcxiic fiiendship^ and totally un- 
ccmnected with any thing more trader 
than esteem, respect, and veneration, sudi 
as one feds for the good old &tfaer Fks** 
quale, for instancy or the vaieraUe head 
of his conv^it'' 

^^ I certainly," replied Federicob ^ do 
feel the greatest regard and esteem for the 
lady Costanaa, and"— -after a short pauses 
he added — *' for the baroness Solanta" 

^Qf course; and this r^ard and esteem 
will hereafter be a v»y fcnrtunate event in 
other respects : the ladies appear inclined 
to conciliate between your &mily and 
that of count Lufia ; your infinite regarii 
and esteem will doubtless make you yi^d 
with all due deference to their wishes, and 
the count will be equally tractably as he 



■riB, of Tt!KH^i^\ 







nfeo M& ad jBij^nss:. ingmnec r m mi 



«« 



aixahr/ ![& anewsniL. *' hic dor: ^ipanami 
s eogkgeA^ xtt iiei^iilisuk k toBrrdf lOKr- 
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ifter a momenta 
aigagefDents fass tiie ladr ? k mould faeas 
vdl to aroid fifing in kf^e withmpcBQn 
trho nup^ be afaeady betradied to flMidier * 

''Impaasifale! the lady Costanaa hendf 
issured me, she had never been intradnocd. 
nto sodety till her anival in Faknna** 

^ This appears to me no proof that bir- 
leart and hand are not pwdiipoted o^ 
indat all events^ my dear Federioo^ Iwiilir 
fou were not quite so fiur gon^ M |. 
mr you already are : but the night it 
ind chilly— we had better retkt.** 




-^ 
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'* Retire !** said PeroUo. " I could pas9 
the night in waiting for those sounds 
again!" 

" Depend on it, you will hear no more 
of them to-night ; and it may be supposed 
that we are waiting under the ladies win- 
dow, to listen to their commendations of 
ourselves.** 

Slowly and unwillingly Federico with- 
drew ; when meeting Baptista on the way 
to their apartment, Gaetano inquired if he 
had received any further intelligence of 
his nocturnal visitor? 

** No, signor," he said ; " but you must 
be convinced that some one did really 
leave the castle last night, by two horses 
less being found in the staUe this morn- 
ing.** 

" This some one then, I presume, de- 
voured the other steed for his supper, as 
he could scarcely want to ride off upon 
both, although he must have been ter^bly 
alarmed by your magnanimous display of 
valour, Baptista.** 

^ As to that, signor,** answered the maii»* 



nritboat alludiuf tt tiK lati^ ^i^Jm :-/::. ■;7. 
^ the CBvalk? ioiL eenanir. ai att^jusfrr* 
with faixxL** 

" How muci. iien^ t ijypnn? tinn i** 
nrould hare iiiacH:7 )fit<t ^^a^.'Ssnic ^ vilr 
[lis tnoD-besrer tietinic iinL^iim^iit r/'n^*';.- 
ing abooti iritL m, uinmzjuHrc icnxn* n. in;, 
band, and ruhec ut> ii cm I'Jifr f'i'/2ir.. 
n'hich bu mad!: «o zrai^mix'jw. ul iwjrrtTi^ 
sion OD yoor iun'sy but at riit satKtJi' ani>- 
leiy is too puuasrom i'-> '^ ian;yf7ji!auti v 
placed by jour b£fdidd&, jriu 2x117 izmLe 
up your cxniab ior tti^ nigjit in Tarider 
cxxner, and Giuitepper ii;2/t rtilirsr wjtb tlie 
other ser\'aiitr; out if 3^M2 hare any vi- 
sions to break my resU I *hall take the 
liberty of hoisting your haunted penon 
from the window to the hattfements be- 
low, as tbe best way of hyuig the spectre 
and yourself also." 

It being but eight leagues to Sciacoir 
snd a season of the year when the midday 
sun was not likely to be inoonvenient, thto 
travellers left Castel Vetrano at no mty 
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early hour, •<5ouriers having been sent foir-' 
ward to Memfici, where they intended ta 
halt at noon, and also to Sciaeca, to pre^ 
pare for tlieir arri val. The cavaliers riding 
on each side tlie litter in which the ladiea 
travelled, much to the annoyance of Pe- 
roUo, were prevented from any ccmversa- 
tion with them, by the unceasing noise of 
the bells attached to the harness of the 
horses ; and although the curtains of the 
vehicle nearly obscured all view of those 
within it, yet were the beauties of the 
country lost upon him, and he rode . on 
unheeding every thing but his compa- 
nion, though the forest scenery at a few 
miles distance from Castel Vetrano could 
not have failed to delight any one at leisure 
to contemplate its magnificence. 

From these woodlands the party de- 
scended a hill, and riding s<Kne short dis* 
tance along the side of a flumara, forded 
it in safety, without any incident to calt 
forth the gallantry of the gentlemen, or 
excite the fears of the ladies, though th6f 
Q2oun tain- torrent brawled along its nigged 
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channel with no small impetuosity and 
rioleiice. Beyond the fiumara, the road 
became more hilly, and a' short time 
brought them to Mem6ci (the site of the 
ancient Inaco), where preparaticm had been 
made for their accommodation, during the 
short time they halted to take their siesta, 
and refresh their horses. From hence they 
set out for Sciacea, through a country less 
abounding in picturesque beauties than 
that which they had passed in the early 
part of the day. 

On the mountains to the left, they saw 
the town of Sambuca, and before them 
rose the lofty bill which shelters Sciacca 
on the north. As they approached his na- 
tive home, the thoughts of Federico wan- 
dered even from Costanza, and rested with 
fond afiectkm on his family and friends : 
his father he had occasionally seen in Pa- 
lermo, since his absence from his paternal 
castle ; but his mother he had not seen fiir 
some few years, and on meeting with her, 
his &ncy now dwelt with rapture and de« 

at 
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light ; the junior branches of his &mily 
were all so much inferior to him in age» 
that he remembered them merely as in- 
fants, too young to engross much atten- 
tion from a boy. 

But amongst the friends of his early 
days, his kinsman, don Paolo Perollo, stood 
high in his remembrance and aflPection; 
anxiously did he hope to hear that Solan- 
to was arrived, and that no bar was placed 
to an immediate introduction taking place 
between the two families ; the old friend- 
ship would be renewed between the ladies; 
his father and the baron, he thought, had 
probably met in early life, Solanto having 
long held high military commands under 
his Imperial master, and don Giacomo 
being well acquainted with most of the 
leading men in Charles's court : with the 
baron Fandolfina he knew it was impossi- 
ble not to be captivated ; his highly-polish- 
ed manners, the joyous cheerfulness^ and 
the boundless liberality of his nature, wex^ 
irresistible attractions, which drew the 
hearts of all meu tovrarda \mxi\ ^.wdL Fede* 
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boundleas fiear orer tK ocean; a 

dous moantaiii forms a barrier to tbenorti^ 
proadly overfaanging the walls and toweii 
of the dty, bat at sodi a distance aa to 
afford no advantage to a besi^ing enemy. 
Within the walls, the towers and turreta 
of the principal castles of Luna and Fl|b 
roUo seemed to frown defiance to an iii« 
vading foe ; whilst the spires and itai)pl|| 
of the numerous convents and ohurrim^ 
vrith the more modem palaoM of thf othll^ 
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pobles, blended with the intervening foK* 
age of groves and gardens, gave to the 
whole an air of gay and cheerful greatness, 
elegance, and wealth. Federico, with si- 
lent exultation, looked at Gaetano, and 
pointed to the scene ; Costanza, who had 
at the instant put back the curtains of the 
litter, smiled to see his transports, and he 
thought he had till then been blind to half 
her beauties. 

At the bottom of the hill, the party 
crossed a small fiumara,or mountain stream, 
and ascended the opposite steep, Perollo 
thought, with most provoking tardijoess; 
and when at length they entered the gate* 
way of the city, his heart beat quickly 
with joyful anticipation; and in passing 
through the streets to the Castel di Luna^ 
every well-remembered object returned 
with vivid force upon his mind, and with 
redoubled claims on his admiration ; in the 
exuberance of his feelings, he could have 
greeted as an old friend don Sigismund 
himself ; and never did his bosom so over- 
flow with love and kindness to every hu- 
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man being, as when now riding down the 
principal streets of Sciacca, afler an ab- 
sence, which, though of no great duration, 
was in his life a most eventful period. 

In a short time the travellers arrived 
before the ancient abode of the illustrious 
house of Luna and Peralta, the old and 
inveterate foes of Federicx> and his race, 
the friends and allies of Costanza di So- 
lanto and her family. Over the princi- 
pal entrance, which was cheerless and 
gloomy, heavily waved the banner of the 
counts of Luna, and a few centinels upon 
the battlements above were the only signs 
of life about the building. The porter 
was some time before he obeyed the sum- 
mons, and gave the future inmates of the 
Castle sufficient opportunity to contem- 
plate the dark and unprepossessing exte- 
rior of the mansion. 

To the inquiry, if the baron Solanto was 
arrived, a negative was given, which ba- 
nished the hue from Costanza's cheeks^ 
and seemed to overpower the baroness 
ivith distress and alarm. — ^* Is count Luna 
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111 the castle 1^ she asked, in a tremuloiM 
voice. 

Some person of more importance now 
came out, and requested to know if the 
baroness Solanto was the inquirer ; stating, 
Avhen he had received the reply, that count 
Luna had received the courier from her 
excellenza, and anxiously expected their 
arrival, but that important business had 
called him for some hours from Sciacca ; 
on his return he hoped to find both the 
baron and his family inmates c^ the castle, 
and that during his absence the countess, 
his mother, would be honoured by shew- 
ing them every hospitality it could afibrd. 

The baroness remained silent an instant 
— *' But for the late tremendous storm, I 
should not feel so alarmed,** she said, ** at 
the absence of my lord." 

Gaetano was near, and feeling for her 
distress, answered cheerfully — ** The wind 
is so fair, that a few hours will probaUy 
bring the baron*s vessel into port ; though 
the late gales, from which no danger I 
think need be apprehended, may have made 



it praiast li kssr f i ^scmcs ^nst ^e 
coast duEiiw ^nsr ^matimn^.^ 
" Mt aaecag. I he «ie ' bescan 

nin not tresoKS fn ka- kindrKss; I (!<> 
not see ttnx I eooid. erm if I were so in- 
[ilined. \^e wiD hsrv the hcDoar," ^e 
laid, addressii^ die mesengcr of tbe oouD- 
tess, " to arail oorarivei of the bosiHtility 
of oonnt Luna, and par our respects to his 
lady motber." 

Federioo shewed in his eoantenanoe the 
^sappmntment which he felt 

** For a tim^ my Idnd young fHendj 
nid the but^ness, ** aooept my 
idieus; the earliest opportunity I i 
most anxiously seek to see your moj 
ngncr Ferollo, and beg thst, in the c 
vhile, you will present to her my kindf 
nonbrances: the baron Solanto, 
irriral I hope will not be long dcUyflj 
irill, I am sure, be uneasy tilt he has 
iressed his thanks for tboae attentian^^ 
vhich I shall long feel the value.'* 
OS 
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The cavaliers then kissed her hand» and 
Federico, as if to defer their separation for 
an instantr requested, that if any arrange- 
ment could be made to facilitate the land- 
ing of* the baron, she would oblige him 
vith her wishes and commands; his £ith«r 
being admiral of the adjacent seas, and 
commander of the port galleys, mighty he 
said, be able to render him some attention, 
and would feel most happy in being called 
on to do so. 

Again the baroness repeated her thanks, 
but said, that she did. not apprehend tliere 
could be any ocpasion to call upon the 
baron Fandolfina for an exertion of his in- 
fluence ; if such however was the case^ sl^f 
promised they would cheerfully accept his 
ofier. The lady Costanza looked grateAil 
fortius additional attention; and once m<»e 
bidding them adieu, the litter was borne 
within the castle gates. The friends haying 
seen it within the walls, Federico gave bis 
horse the spur, and they set off with velcK 
city for the neighbouring towers of hU pt* . 
temal residence* . 
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Af the litter rnssed mder "he ovtr 
portiiiaf the Cacei ii Larra. "he learr ^r 
Co6t2mza teit sad ind -^rDrefsseri: ler "no- 
ther 3 pallid ':»nnrenance -herrcu "hat lier 
recent disaDuointment 'veiixhed .leuvirv 
upon her spirits, and made ler iuniriid iind 
unwell : the inrroimdinir imecrs "t^i> nit 
little calcalated to -^ive either jheerriiiiie^!* 
or comfort to the traveilers : md 'vhe!i she 
looked loimd the courts of the castle. :m 
involoBtanr sigh escaped iom her. "xho 
considered herself aa doomed to be its r\t- 
turc mistresB, for such was the present Jes* 
tinv of Costanza di St^lanto. 

By the first impression she had rowivcd 
from the appearance of the city of Sciawiu 
she bad formed other ideas and a bijchcr 
opinion of the abode of count Iauui: it 
was true, it had all the grandeur of lu>thi^ 
magnificence, but it was peculiarly dark 
and dreary; the palaces in thetowh, which 
she had observed in passing timnigh to th^^ 
castle, had most of them been ertH?t*Hl bjf 
wealthy nobles, whose pateutM of noWHty 
could vie in antiquity neither wUh tilt 
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honours of Luna nor Ferollo ; these build- 
ings were all in the modern and lighter 
style of architecture, which began to arise 
with the re-establishment of its sister arts 
after the slumber of ages. Don Sigis- 
mund however had neither the taste nor 
the inclination to enliven the abode of his 
forefathers by modem innovations; even 
die dress of the domestics, though handp 
some, was obsolete ; and their appearance, 
either from the tone of mind which cir- 
cumstances had given to the newly-arrived 
guests, or from their having imbibed the 
disposition and habits of their superiors^ 
was sombre and repulsive. 

The dark hall into which they first en- 
tered was hung with the arms and banners 
of the illustrious ancestors of the oounts 
di Luna, which appeared objects of pecu- 
liar care to the present lord; for the spears 
and swords gleamed brightly from the 
walls, the casques and cuirasses were un*. 
tarnished by rust, and shewed that no ne* 
gleet had put them by as useless appen-. 
dages of slate, or as relics Qf former days. . 



le ladies were conducted tram the 
op the grand staircase to :in .iparr- 
If whexe in solemn state sat the tho- 
€i count Luna, who was to do the 
ois of the castle to the imests. Maria 
mo, countess of Caitabellotta. was 
t sxty years of age. at the time of her 
Bt introduction to the baroness So* 
» and ha daughter, by birth a mem- 
€ a youngia branch of the house of 
icae, and neariv connected with the 
ij of the rdgning pontiff^ Clement the 
nth. Sciacca^ the place of her births 
for many years the only part ot* the 
i of which she had any idea^ and the 
minent rank of the house of Luna, in 
native city» made her marriage with 
count Giovanni the consummation of 
Dost ambitious hopes. Arrired at thb 
ht, she considered it as one of the du« 
of her elevated station to look down 
infinite contempt on all the nobility 
le neighbourhood, who were not oon* 
ed with Luna and Peralta, and as her 
obligation to her husband and hii fti> 
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mily, to enter with vebemence into tbetr 
hereditary detestation of thePercdlo race ; at 
the same time making the aggrandizement 
of her son, don Sigismund, a paramount 
object, to which every feeling was to give 
way, every minor interest to be sacrificed ; 
and on this principle she had promoted his 
second marriage with the wealthy heiress 
of Solanto, whose Spanish blood would 
have been an insurmountable objection, 
but for the power and the riches which 
such a connexicm would give to the house 
of Luna. 

The countess was a bigot in her religion^ 
intolerant towards every opinion which 
did not originate with herself^ or was not 
first submitted to the approbation of her 
own narrow understanding. The charac- 
ter of Maria di Luna might have been held 
up as a model of every harsh and unami* 
able quality, had not devotion. to her soi^ 
arid the interests of his family, nearly re* 
sembled the excess of maternal love ; but 
pride was the basis — ^pride the stimulant 
of all her actions. Don Sigismund, never* 
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theless, Mt tlie 

in his mother, iHiiA womdim^ wta-Hk^ 

even her eniftftwy toim^furj mai Mtr^e^ 

tage, 

Qno^ and coite cafys At: hati itpf^smbA 
in Palermo at tibe -ntaet^ ixmru -muiafit 
her repulsiye wod wuBxaAAb itdmx i^k 
disgusted every infiYidcaJ vin^ wjsMM^sd 
them, whilst her myoBrind sDoofMs^ li^ 
goted o|NnioiK, «id iowdSna^Ub fvScfe^ 
had been wlyects id rwglk mtA niicuie 
throughout the court; jbm iMMr of Ikt 
good natured fiiends having Tturtcrnsd, ar^ 
far as thej dared, to inlcimi her of ^(rrenJ 
pieces of ahauidity of wldeii il^ wac% tii^ 
object, she insisted upon innnM&ite))' rw 
turning to Sciacci, hrtaAiog renfitstnet 
against the court, the rieeraf , and even 
against the g^vemment, ior the inwlti she 
had received; nor had site ever after en* 
dured the thoughts of Palermo, er any 
succeeding representative of the royal au- 
thority, detesting as sinoerdy the dnea de 
Monteleone as his predecessor, who had 
filled the viceregal chair thirty yeaia be* 
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fore ; added to this, her hatred of everjr 
thing Spanish had been raised to its high- 
est fury, by the capture and imprisoninent 
of Pope Clement, with the tadt approba- 
tion, if not by the desire of the emperor : 
the indignities the pontiff had received, 
she felt with all the keenness of family 
connexion, and all the bigotry of a devoted 
Catholic ; and so inflamed had her spirit 
become upon this subject, so violent was 
her irritation, that could her influence or 
her exhortations have roused her countiy- 
men to a repetition of the Sicilian Tespen^ 
probably, with the sole exception of count 
Luna's destined bride, not a living sod; 
who drew even from a distant source their 
origin from Spain, would have breathed 
another day upon the island. 

Hence too arose her hatred to the ht^ 
roness Pandolfina, and the ardour wiA 
which she followed up the engagement d 
her son with the countess Laicretia, nieofr 
to her relation Clement the Seventh. Sucb 
was the character of the countess, a coimh 
pound of pride, hatred, and unfiling in*^. 



ace. ^nsBoAsiesi tt sr. — ^mae. r 

igaesL. «af aid inns^ntdrrz "ti? dij- 

in JtcTTnur nut i^nen ne^ nBberjii "a 

iliantv. 

«Kn deacipes in irnileT -t' 
XHDe to tee bsBcness Hui CoscmiiRi. 
Ebrmer, hsi^ned hv the *oizmjev. icd 
ppointfd St tLe ahftpnre or the fcorccu 
too w€ak and Lidpv ti^ take an sttentxre 
eyofher hostess; bat the btt^, though 
ously distrcsaed at her molhef^s sufi«w 
» gazed with minced iedings of ridicule 
disgust at the awkward figure and am 
ated dress of her future inother-in4aw« 
osely-fitted robe of black, with a broad 
)e of gold, embroidered from the bo- 
to the feet, shewed off lier gaunt and 
gre length of body, whilst most cnofi 
IS hanging sleeves added to hor gniiMN 
motions and appearance ; the liunt 
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features of her face were unsoftened by a 
single hair, all was tightly combed badi 
beneath a high-pointed cap ; and a cypros 
veil of enormous length, depending fiom 
the back of it, hung from her shoulders in 
folds, which were any thing but becoming 
on such a form. 

Advancing a few steps to. meet hei 
guests, she slightly inclined her head, and 
stood as if awaiting some humble acknow* 
ledgment for this prodigious honour. Thf 
baroness and Costanza returning the slighl 
salute, listened for the welcome of th^ 
hostess — *^ Don Sigismund di Luna," she 
began, ^^ will much regret that his absena 
from Sdacca for a few hours, has prevent 
ed him from paying to the baroness So 
lanto those honours and attentions whid 
^e due to all those with whom he feel 
himself connected. In his absence, I be| 
to offer my assurances of respect and affile 
tion to his affianced bride, and to ccmi 
mand every hospitality this castle afford 
to be placed at her service and disposal" 

Costanza crimsoned at the neglect thu 
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red to her modiw^ and fdt indined to 

Y to the pompous absurdity with 
ething like petulance ; but the baron- 
meekly addresang herself to the lady, 
, that her weak health, and the absence 
le baron, had rendered her so unfit for 
Hy, that it was perhaps better for her 
e spared an introducticHi to don Sigis- 
id, until m<M?e fitted for conversation ; 
that she would so far trespass on the 
rtesy of the countess, as to beg permis- 

to withdraw with Costanza, and by a 
iit repose to recover her strength and 
its. 

*he lady of the mansion turning to her 
ndants^ directed the chamberlain to be 
imoned, and without noticing tiie ill- 

V of her mother, proceeded to inform 
tanza of the cause of don Sigismund*s 
*nce. — '' The son and heir of Giacomo 
olio, finished, no doubt, by his educa- 
on in all the profligacy of Palermo, is 
ected to-day in Sciacca ; and to avoid 
disgusting excesses which will doubt* 
be granted to all their licentious ban« 
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ditti, my son is gone over to Bivonia 
to-morrow.** 

^ The absence of count Luna^" repl 
Costanza, ^^ can be of no material imp 
and requires no apologies ; had he been 
Sdaoca to receive my mother on her a 
val, his gallantry might have been so 
alleviation to her disappointment ; and 
arrival of don Federioo PeroUo would hi 
been a subject, I trusty of pleasure to fa 
as from our providential meeting with t 
gentleman and his friend^ the signor I 
tiatdli, my mother and myself may at 
bute our existence now ( and their sul 
quent attentions and kindness to her i 
not, I trusty be easily forgotten by i 
who are interested in our welfare." 

The countess gazed at Costanza, ai 
she could not exactly comprehend w 
was intended, or had not heard arigfa' 
** Destruction light on all Perollo's lious 
she exclaimed, with the most malign 
passions marked on her countenance ; i 
after a short pause, in which she seen 
contending with the most violent en 
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ions, added-—'' The dragons and en* 
faanters, young lady, from which you 
lave been rescued, I doubt not, were raised 
ly the same power which overthrew them. 
rhis is a fresh insult to the house of 
Lmiar 

The baroness raised her head in amaze- 
nent ; but perceiving Costanza about to 
leply, she said — *^ It was from the dangers 
if an accident during the late tempest, that 
Im Federico and his friend delivered us ; 
great indeed is the obligation we received. 
We will now, by your permission, signora, 
irithdraw to our apartment,** she added, 
wishing to stop all further discussion on 
the subject Their hostess appeared un- 
able to articulate, and bowing her head, 
the ladies returned her salutation, and, 
preceded by the attendant, withdrew. 

They were conducted through a long 
gallery to a large and uncomfortable suite 
of chambers, furnished with splendid but 
antique magnificence. As they passed from 
the room in which they had been received, 



143 THE FEUDS OF 

the voice of don Sigismund's mother, rais- 
ed to the highest pitch of discordant iiiiy^ 
sounded in their ears, but rendered per- 
fectly unintelligible by passion. When 
they had reached their apartment, the ba- 
roness, overcome by fatigue and anxiety^ ■ 
became so much indisposed, that she de* 
sired to be placed immediately on a couch ^ 
and ordering one of her attendants to re^ 
pair to the Marino, and procure the earliest 
information of any vessel which might ap- 
pear in sight, she sunk into a state of le- 
thargic silence. 

Costanza, seated by her side, and na 
longer called into active exertion, gave 
way to the mingled feelings of disgust and 
indignation at the conduct of h&r future 
mother-in-law; disappointment at not 
finding her &ther arrived, amd the weak- 
ness and indisposition of her mother, anti- 
cipating, with some little dislike, the le- 
turn of don Si^smund, and rememberings 
perhaps with regret, the cheerfulness and 
attention of their late fellow-travellers^ she 
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dlendy weeping, till an attendant en- 
d to announce the time of the conn- 
's evening repast. 
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CHAPTER V, 



BlMt h% the griicioui PowV, who gave my age 
To boait a son like thee ! IIanmah M 



With difficulty Gaetano kept pace v 
his friend's impatient speed through 
narrow windings of the streets by wl 
they passed to tlie Casa di PeroUo : 
drawbridge was down, the castle-g 
thrown open, and in the space before tb 
a multitude of vassals and dependants in 
collected, apparently waiting the expe( 
arrival of the heir of Pandolfina. 

Federico halted for an instant, and Ic 
ing kindly and affectionately round b 
returned their salutation ; and then, am 
the noisy gratulations of the crowd, and 
thunder of the castle artillery, rode into 
inner court: he might have recogni 
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many a xaniiliar iice, bii t his impatience was 
so unbounded, tiiat he knew not ot* whom 
he ifiquiTed where to rind his mother and 
the ban»n- He scarce! v heard or waited 
for an answer, but seizinjx the arm of Gae- 
tano, hurried him impetuously into the 
great hall, where they were met by don 
Giacomo, who, affectionately embracing 
them both, said — "■ Welcome, even as Fe- 
derico himself, is every Pignatelli here.'' 
' "Where is my mother?" asked his son. 
^ The baron smiled at his vehemence ; 
►and Federico, turning round, saw descend- 
^hig the grand staircase to the Lall, the ob- 
tfect of his inquiry, and in an instant was 
hi the arms of the baroness herself — " A 
baost cereinonious introduction this, don 
Gaetano," said the baron, with a smile ; 
** your friend seems inclined to leave you 
to introduce yourself, whilst he is indul- 
ging the exuberance of his joy." 

" His impatience," answered I'ignatelli, 
■• has hurried me along at such a rate since 
*re approached the castle, that ho huH, I 

VOL. I. H 
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suppose, left me, in charity, to recover 
myself in the hands of your exceBenza.** 

^ Well then I must be your henM/ 
said Pandolfma, leading him towards the 
stairs, which the baroness was descending. 

Gaetano thought he had seldom seevr sa 
attractive a figure, or one in which digni- 
ty and grace were so equally blended : lier 
heiglit was not above the middle standani; 
the symmetry of her form, rounded by 
maturity, seemed to him a model of ma- 
tronly beauty ; and the conscious rank of 
the high-bom Castilkn gave an air ol 
majesty and courtly elegance to her ca»- 
riage, which might have graced the Impe- 
rial throne of Charles himself. Her fea- 
tures were not perhaps strictly beaotiftfl, 
but characteristic of all the milder virtues 
which the meeting with her son had caSM 
forth. No violent passion had shed a 
wrinkle on her brow; no air of insolent 
vulgarity disturbed the serene dignity of 
her countenance ; and the fascinating sm% 
with which she extended her hant} to^ liir 
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fiiend of Federico, wcfkacttncd him witfi jJB 
die warmth of kmg aoqaaritfytsiir^M^ 

**! kno\)^ not irhalKT Ki|(r»l«Hf at 
jopiself,'' said don Gmmmdo, tumm^ for Iw 
an, *' have mort right to twtfflhon ^ 1km 
bdatment we leeerve.^ 

** Forgive me, my tather, lor her 
who made me thus fargeifiA,^ 

^'Tou need not plead in awfcAher 
than your own at foeb a time a» tlM»^ I 
tmrt," said the faaixmeM, after hm^g wei- 
oottied Gaetano to the esnile. 

"* To say the trathr Mid the hmm, 
looking with manifeft delight at YedeAeM 
figure, so altered and improved fttn^ h4f 
had seen him last, ^ the boy must be faf^ 
given for every thing bat making me so 
evidently belong to the descending gene- 
rMion — his appearance must have added 
twenty years to my age already .** 

•* Certainly not in your looks,** repHcd 
the baroness; ** nor does the accession of 
years seem to damp the joy whidi hlf ii^ 
rival brings.** 
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The hall now began to fill with the re- 
tainers and vassals of Perollo, assembled 
to congratulate the return of their future 
lord. — *• Andrea!" exclaimed Federico, tak- 
ing the hand of a grey-headed old man, 
whom he had distinguished among the 
crowd. 

" The Holy Virgin bless your excellen- 
za for your kind remembrance!", said the 
old man, stooping to kiss his knees. 

As Federico stopped him, he said — 
" Believe me, Andrea, time has not worn 
out the memory of any of my old friends, 
much less of one like you, whose recollec- 
tion must return with every thought of 
my boyish sports." 

" Four generations of your house have 
I known," Andrea answered, " and each 
successive one has called up new and 
stronger ties of duty in my heart." He 
gazed on Federico till blinded by his 
tears — " I had not hoped," he said, " to live 
to see the son of don Giacomo all that my 
fondest wishes could conceive." 

Federico then led his mother to the 
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apartment she had quitted, when the sig- 
nal of his approach had been sounded from 
the battlements; the baron, engaged in 
inquiries of Gaetano relating to his uncle's 
welEaare, followed them : the younger 
children, two daughters and a son, the el- 
dest of whom was ten years junior to Fede- 
rico, were now greeted with fond aflFection 
by their hitherto unknown, but anxiously 
expected brother. The baron continued 
for a few minutes in conversation with 
Pignatelli, whilst his family wer6 indul- 
ging their first feelings of delight at meet- 
ing. The castle echoed with tumultous 
sounds of joy, aind the remainder of the 
evening was passed by the whole party 
in a state of happiness which knew no 
bounds and no alloy. All discussion of 
the events in Sciacca was forgotten, in the 
desire of the baron to be informed of the 
public affairs in Palermo, and tlie anxiety 
of the baroness to learn every particular of 
the future prospects of her son. 

The circumstances of their journey were 
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lighdy passed over, and d0bo^h Fedenp^ 
aidently wished to talk witijk kis mother 
on the Ribject of €osian?a and her&mi^^ 
y£t he could not hegin thie conv^rsalwii 
which Gaetano eariefuily ^voidad ; wd tbe 
expected campaigii in tho MHaaese mu 
of too much public interest to Fanddftoa^ 
wad too much private eoqpem to the l)nOt 
ness, as connected with her Federuso^ not 
to be an inexhaustible to^^^* TfMfOQfr 
row/' said his father, '* we diall introdooe 
you to the friends and adherents of pnr 
house, and welcome PignatdU,a6wortU>r 
as eireumstances will admit z Sciacca Cf|ilr 
not afford many means of amji^pment, but 
we shall endeavour to avail puvselvi^ of aM 
that c^m be iound, hcAh within and withr 
out the castle walls : one of our great feir 
tivals is at h^nd, which will at least enliven 
the city for a time." 

^^ I have no fears," replied Gaetano^ 
*^ that in such society my hours will paas 
heavily, or that our summons to Mesnna 
will not come too soon to call us from 
your excellenza's hospitality." 
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vAta late hour the baroness vetired^ and 
the party separated &» the night. 

JSarly on tke eosuing morning, Federioo 
aent Bkptista to the Marino, to hear if aay 
vessel had ^U^ered the port, by which the 
baion Solanto oould have arrived durinig 
the night ; but his inquiries were answer- 
ed IB the negative ; and Ids master was 
impelled to wait, without a hope of see- 
ing the ladies, till Luna Castle was no 
limger theip abode. 

The early part of the day was spent by 
the young men in the inspection of the 
CBStk; part of this venerable pile had 
been constructed in the earliest days of the 
Norman dominion in Sicily. Rogiero de 
Hauteville had erected the original for- 
tress, and the pointed arches of the keep 
skewed the architecture of those days ; by 
himitwasg«„tedtohi3daugl,ter«llett; 
and confirmed to her and her descendants, 
by her brother, king Rogiero^ the first 
sovereign of his illustrious line. From 
Gilletta the castle had passed to her son, 
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Gilberto Perollo, with all her possessions 
in Sciacea and its vicinity ; and the royal 
chapel in the Carmelite convenf, where 
the ashes of the l^eroUorace were deposit- 
ed, and their armorial ensigns displayed, 
shewed tiieir hfgh descent from the house 
of Hauteville, and the victorious counts of 
Apuglia. The succeeding lords of the 
castle had added to its size and strength ; 
but the taste and munificence of don Gia- 
como, the present chieftain, had done more 
for its elegance, grandeur, and solidity, 
than many preceding ages. 

The state apartments had been rebuilt, 
in all the florid beauty of the Gothic style, 
which, though declining before the Roman 
and Greek, was preferred bj^ the baron's 
taste, as more accordant with the ancient 
buildings. He had also added to the 
strength of the outer bulwarks, and seven 
pieces of artillery had been placed on the 
most commanding parts of the battlements 

The grand entrance towards the city 
was surmounted by a ponderous and lofty 



tc»P«r. firm: v'hicr thf haniii^rs o: Thr t*- 
niihr« hriHian: vrii: titf A-anfni> qiiarTrfriiy^ 
of xhor Jinn& ve?T nroiidhe disT^ljix^. 
Tbe nonih side re thi nositlr v«5 dofen^k^ 
br its idch and mas^v vail? ; and om the 
east it joined liir rin. aiid ar ancKsil 
gatseway ga-re the inhabitant;: iurrwss Jmd 
ingress to the t-cnm at all timi^ : nor idncr 
the riceroralty of priner Gilherto had the 
captain of the dtr-paard, or aji v officer o1" 
governments ever interfered with tJiis privi- 
lege. Onthesouthsideofthefortpos»,whioh 
faced the sea, several of the junior bran- 
ches of the familv had encted thdr roan- 
sions, under the protection of thdr chief- 
tain's walls : some of them oommunioated 
with the interior of the castle. 

Federicopointed them all out to 1 
— '* And there," he said, as tun 
the south-west comer, t 
appeared below ; ** there d I0 
spected cousin, Paolo PeroUo ; 
members of our house, the ft 
gentleness, and honour.'' 

Don Giacomo now oiUad 
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ti^n to a pev and Ppl^n^id g^tewAT hf Wl 
\)uilt inclosing firoin the city iU the m^ 
deno^ pf hw kinsmen, wbiqli, wjtb tlw 
cfaunsh w4 g^te f)f Si Pietro, fanned t 

barrier towarda the town m ths we^fc 
The site of the byiiWing itself w» ^<m». 
with skill and jwdgRi(?nt, both fp? tgfle 
and beauty ; and the flpiid oroain^!^ «f 
t^e new, with the judi^iws impro¥«Kpei»t 
^ the old, gave t^ the whole an ^pp«!ir- 

anoe of comfort* M w^U m gmn^wf^ ftf 
different from th^ gloom of wsteHnted nwi*- 
sions of th0 wilm «ge6 ; and the p^niv- 
rouB domestio savants and retailors wlikh 
filled the courts, added not a Uttle tp thft 
air of eheeifulu^ss whioh pervaded ^ 

whole scene. 

As Federieo passed aloogv faie was «ll all 
sides greeted with the most afieotiomite 
bomage and attention; and the vasaala 
seemed more attached to their lord by f^r 
sonal regard than hy interest or cusfconi* 

In the armoury of the caatle were hui^ 
the trophies of " many a weH^fougl^t iaMs"" 

\ rdica of Saiaoanie and oniaatal viotodes. 
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sa>i Eiii^ iist ii_- T*r iiL rr 

: inffH -tmiiir- lar^ nr ii**" . ^^^ * 

d ocJiecdcci/ 

« I believe, si^niMrr *aW w\ \n«<^V^ *^ 
tended them ^don 1%w\hmuo U«vlH|lr WW* 
lUed tway), "that \\\m\ \\f\\\^^ itimSw 
lachmes have \hv\\ liiVMIllMrt lljf t^W IMW 
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tary skill of don Paolo; and others are pre- 
sents, which my lord's courtesy has well 
entitled him to, from the great liberality he 
shews to all who come under his knowledge, 
as captain of the port; and I fear, notwith- 
standing don Federico's pacific disposition, 
we have by no means seen the end of our 
hostilities to the house of Luna." 

" Are all reports of vessels entering 
here made to my fathei*?" 

" All, signor." 

PeroUo thought of Costanza and her fa- 
ther, and his impatience to converse with 
his mother on the subject of the baroness 
greatly increased. 

Gaetano avoided it, and when started 
by Federico, changed it as soon as possible ; 
at length, when he retired to prepare a 
letter for his uncle, by the courier dispatch- 
ed by the baron, with answers to those he 
had received, Federico repaired immediate- 
ly to the baroness. 

" I did not," he said, "last night deliver 
to your excellenza the friendly remeoi- 
brances with which I was charged by 
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your early intimate, donna Clara de 
Castro.** 

•* Where did you meet with her, Fede- 
rioo?" 

'* She has been staying for some time 
with her friends at the viceregal palace ; 
she left Palermo unexpectedly two days 
after me, and I met them again, as Gae- 
tano and I were approaching Castel Ve- 
trano, and had the happiness to be of some 
little service, and we made the rest of the 
journey together." 

" Is she then in Sciacca?" 

" Yes, and, I am sorry to say, at Luna 
Castle." 

" How very unfortunate ! I do not 
know any one I should be so pleased to see 
again; these broils are for ever thwarting 
one's wishes: what a most uncongenial 
companion she will find in the countess 
Caltabellotta,Jf she is as engagingly meek 
and gentle as she was formerly !" 

" If those were her characteristics, my 
dear mother, I do not think you will find 
her changed." Federico paused ; he had 
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not yet mentioned Costanza, to talk of J 
whom he had most anxiously sought tlqn 
oonversation ; his mother seemed thinking 
of the baroness, and he wished, yet knew 
not how, to introduce the mentimi of her 
daughter ; nor did he know exactly wbat 
it was he had to say about har. 

*' It is many years," the baroness b^ian^ 
^^ since Clara de Castro and I parted at 
Madrid, nor had I heard of her since, ex- 
cept that she was married, but I knew not 
to whom." ^ 

'' She has a daughter with her," at 
Iragth said Federico. 

'' Indeed!" was all his mother's r^y. 
" The baron Solanto," she continued, " I 
tiiink I have heard your father mentkai as 
an officer high in the Imperial servioe." 

^^ The signora Costanza is most impa- 
tient for her father's arrival," said tiie son. 

^* So am I too," answered his mother, 
*^ for then I may perhaps see my old friend 
-^^whoi is he coming ?" 

^ He is hourly expected, and then pco* 
bably they may have a separate condener: 
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whatever service iii^ s'r::az:t:r. \r:^ui. %£.jrx 
the baron at lar^ciiiz.* 

" I hope they iriU cal ix xsk irr.tfi-u.c 
it may be the TUcsa& 'X 'x^ n^^:^:.* o^o^ 
Donna Clan ▼*» :iyx^ ^ 
than almost anv ore I ti-i? 

« The ladv C:>;*.s:lu t 
tivating in the eTtr£cij& ' 

" Is 6he aa mild sr.c sxxijjizjr:^^ iat :^^ 
mother?" 

" Whv no, I Lirfl~ t:.::- i Mr: .t i .j>: 
she seems more hi^L-t^crrrcji v:: vt-.»c _: 
so beautiful and d^tigt u*._ I \:z. b:.-^ ;• >. 
will admire her T 

" I dare sav I »httil ue: i-'-'r^rirtc^i j-. l^^ 
for her mothers sake : I is^u'i I ix^wi^i tee 
donna Clara." 

The conversation was now ii.tieiTupt&d, 
and Federico retired disappointed but 
could not tell why. His mother knew 
not Costanza, and therefore could not 
be expected to praise her; and she wastOi> 
much interested in the thought of mcctiug 
with kar old firiend, to give him an op{K>i' - 
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tunity of enlarging on the merits of her 
daughter. 

The preparations in the castle for the 
fete had been most sumptuous ; the bat- 
tlements were lined with soldiers, the do- 
mestics in their state liveries, and the prin- 
cipal apartments hung with the richest ta- 
pestry. The magnificent spirit of dpn Gia- 
como pervaded every part of his establish- 
ment, whilst his good taste prevented it 
from looking like an ostentatious display 
of wealth. 

The marquis Geraci, an old fnend of the 
baron, who was staying in the vicinity <rf 
Sciacca, was among the first who graced 
the feast; a salvo shot from the battlements 
announced his arrival, and he was shortly 
followed by the counts Sambuca and 
Partanna. A numerous and brilliant par- 
ty was soon assembled in the grand saloon, 
to whom Pandolfina introduced his son 
and Gaetano. 

The delighted pride with which the fii- 
ther seemed to contemplate his Federico's 
manners and appearance, soon communi- 
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cated itself to his friends, and the heir of 
Pandolfina was welcomed by them, with 
a warmth and cordiality which' shewed 
the interest they took in all that concern- 
ed the head of their illustrious race. To 
the marquis Geraci, the young Perollo 
and his friend were well known in the 
viceroy's train ; but by most of the assem- 
bly the one was scarcely remembered, and 
^ the other (an object of less importance to 
^ them) had never been known. 

" The pride and satisfaction which your 
father must experience at your return, 
rl don Federico," said an elderly gentleman, 
j;^ of whom he had no recollection, ** is 
V scarcely inferior to my joy at being thus 
> \ enabled to assure you of my devotion and 
(cl esteem." 

r I Perollo bowed, and was about to reply, 
when a voice behind him sgiswered the 
person who had spoken. — " Your esteem, 
signor del Nadore, is soon and easily ac- 
quired, if at this first introduction it be- 
Gomes so fervent and devoted.- To my af- 
fection Federico may indeed asj 
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while dd attachments are remembeied» 
and to my esteem^ if the promises appeal^ 
ance gives shall be fulfiUed." 

" It Is don Paolo !" exeUumed his youlk- 
ful kinsman, seizing his hand, and meetnig 
with a most affectionate embrace. 

The curiosity of Gaetano bad been e9h 
cited by the frequent mention his friend 
bad made of the gallant cavalier before him, 
and he stood earnestly surveying bis fea- 
tures, person, and appearance. He boie 
a slight resemblance to don Giaeomo, but 
looked younger, as Gaetano could scarcely 
suppose him forty ; his open and manfy i 
countenance commanded affection and re- 
spect ; whilst there was a piercing intdli- 
gence in his large dark eyes, which seemed 
to read the inmost thoughts ; his stature 
was tall and erect, and an air of simple dig- 
nity marked his carriage and gestures. 
His dress, unlike that of the rest of the 
party, though composed of costly materials 
was entirely plain and unomamented ; and 
as he advanced to meet him, Pignatelii 
thought he must have distinguished him 
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fiom the fBt&wiy even had his attention not 
heen thus forcibly called towards hhn. 

^ Yott have been welcomed here, don 
Gsetgno, with ail the heart of Pandolfina, 
md in Sciacea none can offer more ; but if 
the services of an individual should be 
mnting, the friend of Federico may al- 
irqrs claim mine/' 

** Perollo and J have been too long ae- 
fHMfited/' imswered Fignatelli, *' for me 
ti jbe t 9tfBngi^r to the value of anjr offered 
Uiidnc^ from don Paolo PeroHo." 

^ The countess Sambuca, and her bra- 
dmr, the baron Celano, if I remember 
Bf^U" said Fedetieo, as the baroness ap* 
poached with a lady and gentleman ; the 
lady greeted the young men with maiiy 
npre^sions of regard, and fixing her eyes 
on Gaetano, addressed to his friend a muU 
titude of questions, which fortunately she 
did not wait to have resolved. Don Paolo 
ioimediately retired, as if to give the ui<^ 
undation way. 

The baroness seeing some other persons 
enter the saloon, excused herself, and ad- 
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vanoed to meet them. Federico in vai 
endeavoured to escape the volubility < 
the countess by attending to others. SI 
paused for a moment, and he took tl 
opportunity of introducing don Gaetai 
Pignatelli to her notice. 

She smiled with infinite approbatioi 
and lamented that her endeavours to pr 
vail on the count to take her to Palerrr 
had been fruitless; she was overwhelme 
with sorrow and vexation at never havir 
been presented to the viceroy and his f 
mily, and was convinced that Gaetanc 
friendship must be the most exalted an 
devoted passion, to bring him from tl 
metropolis to Sciacca. 

Pignatelli assured her he had not bee 
called on for such a sacrifice, having onl 
been joined by Federico at Trapani. 

" Trapani !" echoed the countess ; ** 
have more than twenty dear and belovc 
friends there ; how delightful will be tl 
news you can communicate of them !" 

Gaetano looked in supplicating hom 
to Federico, who was engaged with otlw 
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lis connexions; don Giacomo and the ba- 
less were at a distance ; don Paolo kept 
of^ and he saw no means of escape. 
^* How is my Antonia ?" continued his 
mentor; "you doubtless know the lovely 
-oness of St. Hippolita and her sister 
ita Margarita ; ages have passed since I 
8 so blessed as to behold them." 
To no purpose her unwilling auditor 
jan to assure her he was enable to satisfy 
r inquiries ; she wanted no reply, and 
s beginning to call over other tender 
mdships, when turning her head, she 
V the barone del Nadore bowing beside , 
p; he repeated his salutations profound- 
and without ceasing. The lady slight- 
acknowledged them, and continued her 
rsecutions ; but the barone was not to be 
easily dismissed. — " Whilst our admired 
itants," he said, " are thus receiving 
ar welcome from the lips of beauty and 
ice, I may be considered an intruder; 
t my anxiety to be introduced to don 
tetano Fignatelli must plead for pardon.** 
The lady smiled, and introduced him. 
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•• Do teH me, sigiwr," sfce sdid, •*^ of aB 
the marriages^ and engagements rfowonr fooC 
in Trapani. I am so htterested in the dSfttf 
society there, that I shall coffsidfer myself i 
eternally obliged to yotf ; for, five y^^aW 
ago, the covHVt aVKl inyiself resided fbeM 
three weeks, in the palaszo^di St GiufiiMMf | 
— who now inhabits iit ? whete^^m: th» cdd I 
proprietors? and ht^ it bwiy impw^ 
since we wei?e thefe?** 

*^ The palazao has been inbsAvted by-*-^ 

"^ Indeed ! What hwve been thig tsmtM- 
ments, what musics masqfue^ mid falti- 
vab?" 

*' Occupied as I have beett," sdid Pi'g^ 
nflttelfi, during a moment's cessation, *^ vS 
the tediotis enrolment of our new leviefl^- 1 
had but little oppO)»tunity of join^g IV 
the gaieties of the town.** 

^ Your services, signor,** said Del Kb 
dbre, v^^h' a low bow, *• will ddtfbtteiss^ M 
seen and acknowledged by bis ImpefU 
majesty, whose' obligations tcf y^rar f$xsiSif 
are infinite ; and' I can> already a&tici^lrt» 
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fimn yourself, tliat the Milanese will be a 
fertile field of glory .'^ 

Gaetano stared with astonishment af 
hiinew acquaintance. 

^ Tine Milanese!" said the countess; 
^acd are you really going to the wars?— - 
to leave Sicily? I am grieved beyond 



rncwnre;^ 
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The signer will doubtless return co- 
rcred with honours, which I am assured 
be well deserves," rejoined the barone, with 
i.conipMnientary grm. 

••Ob, but to quit Palermo T saidthekdy. 
" Milan, I have heard, is not very gay ; I 
know nobody in Milan. Really, signor, 
if you did but know the trouble I have 
to- persuade the eount, my husband, to 
Dine somefimes to Sciaeca." 

••Would he had been inexorable now !" 
tbougbt Gaetano. 

' •• Can any one resist the wishes of the 
Doantesa Sambuea^?'' Del Nadore. 
-^he lady was jus g to ^n again^ 
niMen diMi) GiMorac r 1, and in- 
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troduced the count Sambuca to his guest. 
This operated instantaneously as a charm, 
and she became perfectly silent. Gaeta- 
no» after making his compliments to the 
count, took advantage of his vicinity to 
escape to the other side of the room, where 
he joined don Paolo. 

" You have had, no doubt, an interest- 
ing conversation," said the latter. 

" To the lady I hope it was so ; she 
seems to have a most ardent desire for in- 
formation on every subject, but unwilling 
to wait my tardy power of giving it. 
Who is the fair inquirer?" 

" A sister of Ferdinando Perollo, baron 
Celano : her marriage with Sambuca was 
eflfected by the intercession of Fandolfina, 
who, strange as it may appear, has gained 
a most sincere and active friend, by what 
I think by most men would be considered 
no very enviable gift. The count Sam- 
buca, however, has acquired a power over 
the lady, which can restrain even her lo- 
quacity, whilst the p<^erful connexiom 
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and splendid dower which she brought, 
have raised his family high amongst the 
nobles of the country." 
. " And who," asked Fignatelli, " is that 
most discerning personage, the barone del 
Nadore, who has so high an affection and 
esteem for Federico, and foretold my deeds 
of prowess in the approaching expedition ?" 

" One of the illustrious members of our 
city government, who, though a natural 
adherent to count Luna's party, has found 
the interest of Pandolfina so useful, that 
he has availed himself of the' easy frank- 
ness of his disposition, and contrived to be 
considered among the number of his friends 
and partisans : but here," he added, " is a 
gentleman, to whom I beg to introduce 
you, one of the worthiest and best of our 
citizens." 

The cavalier Geronimo Ferrara now ad- 
vanced, whose whole appearance was cha- 
racteristic of mildness, gentleness, and ease. 
— " I have just been observing with plea- 
sure^" he said, ^ t|^ improvement in yoiu: 

VOL. I. I 
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youthful kinsman, don Paolo; and even 
you, I trust, are satisfied that time and ab- 
sence have not returned your favourite 
other than you can wish." 

^* I fear it will confirm don Gaetano in 
an opinion of the strictness which you 
seem to ascribe to me, signor. If I say 
that a few days must pass before I can de- 
cide on iFederico's unaltered worth, I hope 
and trust his heart is still the same it ever 
was; but five minutes conversation can 
scarcely authorize me to give an opinion 
so decisive."- . 

" His appearance and manners," replied 
Ferrara, " cannot so far belie his disposi- 
tion, but that I will confidently look for- 
ward to the day, when all our feuds in 
Sciacca will be closed, and Luna and Fe- 
rollo no longer be the rallying words for 
party vengeance and hereditary discord." 

" If you will receive my testimony," 
said Gaetano, " I will vouch for Federioo's 
amicable temper, and challenge don Pao- 
lo's scrutiny into the excellence of his dis- 
^losition ; and I am assured that he will 
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find cause to strengthen, rather than to 
abate, the affection my friend has always 
claimed fcom him." 

D(Mi Geronimo embraced Pignatelli 
kindtyi and thanked him for confirming 
his opinion. 

The party were now summoned to the 
castle hall, where the banquet presented 
all that Pandolfina's wealth could procure, 
or his liberal hospitality display. The 
sounds of martial music echoed from the 
court below ; the retainers of the family 
were splendidly attired, and all the baron's 
taste and magnificence seemed called forth 
in honour of the day. The spirits of don 
Giacomo were raised to their highest pitch, 
and shed round him a circle of mirth and 
oonviviality, of which none could resist the 
influence; whilst the quiet cheerfuhiess 
of the baroness seemed scarcely less ami- 
able and attractive. 

^ The barone della Bardia,"" said Cosmo 
Ludiese, in the course of the entertain- 
ment, ^ 18, 1 see» be^pnniog to recover fix)m 

IS 
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hi^ confinement ; he passed me this mom^ 
ing, in his way, I presume, to Luna Castle.'* 

" What ill-disposed physician has sent 
him abroad again, to plague his fnends 
and foes by his malignant spirit ?" replied 
another of the guests. ** The city ought 
to make a public day of sorrow and humi- 
liation for his unwished-for recovery.'* 

" Perhaps," replied Ferrara, *' his long 
illness may have softened down his un- 
happy temper, and he may come forth re- 
stored in mind as well as body." 

" Pray let the man who cured him 
prescribe for all his family without loss of 
time," observed Luchese. 

" I understood," said Gaetano, " that 
don Accursi d'Amato had preceded us but 
a few hours in our road from Castel Ve- 
trano hither." 

"It must have been a phantom, signer," 
said Luchese ; " the baron has been con- 
fined to St. Bartolomeo fbr several weeks, 
and, as I understood^ most dangerously 
indisposed ; he saw none of his friends^ i 
believe, for several days " 



v crtbdctt be tmeT rcpiEed dbe cooat 
Sanonbiica; ^Ibrif tiieeiil sprit cicrvalks 
abroad, I knowno fivm ke can w praperly 
assume as that dtdam Arroni d'Amoto.^ 

^' And did yoa loBjr aee Ae fiend?* 
said Ae cotmtcM i , man Mder-tppc Har* 
kig seated herself near Gaetano— ^ Hoir 
did he look? — ^Whence dad he eoiDe?'-^ 
And whither did he go?* 

^ Aks r thought Gaelano^ ^ here comes 
another of the htifs tender fiiendships. 
I am Sony, nuriame/ he repGed, ** it was 
oidy fiom report I heard that the faaroti 
crossed a fiumara in our way * 

^ He went to Lona Castle to^y, I 
prOBome^" said Lndiese, ^ to pay his re- 
spects to the affianced hride of don Sigis^ 
mimd on her mrrtvaL And by^be^bye, 
signw Federioo, I wonder how the count 
win Hlce your intimacy with, and civiliti^ 
to. Ins ftiture countess, and the baroness 
Solanto, her mother." 

The ociom fled from the cheeks of Fe- 
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derico; for one moment he looked the 
ashy hue of death ; in the next, the deep- 
est crimson overspread his every feature, 
and he sat in silent agony. 

Gaetano observed him, and instantly re- 
plied — " If don Sigismund has any re- 
gard for the ladies, he must feel glad that 
any one came to their assbtance undar 
such circumstances.*' 

" I doubt not," said Ferrara, ^ that the 
count will feel and appreciate the services 
you were so fortunate as to render them," 

No one but Gaetano and the baroness 
seemed to have observed Federico's agita- 
tion and distress; though his spirits had 
entirely vanished, and he hardly seemed 
to know what he was about during the 
remainder of the repast 

" So you iieally saw the lady who is to 
be the countess Luna ?" said the signora 
di Sambuca to Pignatelli. " I am dying 
to know what she is like ; I must make it 
all out from Federico and you.** 
, ** Oh ! Perollo is not a good hand at such 



LUNA AND PEROLLO. 175 

descriptions,'' he replied ; ** biit I believe I 
can give you all the infcmnation you can 

wish on the subject.'' 

** Enchanting !" observed the lady. 

The ccmversation was however inter- 
rupted by the rising of the party. 

Gaetano took the opportunity to ex- 
hort his friend to rouse himself to exer- 
tion, which his habitual self-possession soon 
enabled him to do ; and though the prin- 
dpal object of attention, no one suspected 
him of feeling any thing not corresponding 
with the festivities, which were kept up 
till a very late hour« 

The baroness was so forcibly struck by 
Federioo's change of countenance, on hear- 
ing of lady Costanza's engagement to don 
Sigismund, that she was scarcely able to 
banish the idea from her mind during the 
ensuing night It was not that she had 
any great belief that people died for love, 
or that young men of his age are usually 
made very long miserable by such affairs ; 
but she knew that persons who do not, on 
every occasion, receive violent impressions, 
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are more apt to bedeepty affected by theih 
ivhen they do ; and most of all she dreads 
ed, that any jealousy on the part of don 
Sigismund should renew the ancient feud, 
and those scopes of war and slaughter be- 
tween the two houses, which she could 
never think of without horror. 

She considered for some time on what 
was the best method to pursue : first she 
thought of aycNdit^ the Sokn to family at 
together ; then, but for a moment, of ccm- 
suiting the baron, and sending away Fe^ 
derico ; but feeling sure, on the whole, that 
with such principles, azid such 8 share of 
sense, as she bad every reason to hefieve 
her son po«»esaed, that recisoning mnst aE 
ways be better than mancmivring, she 
summoned an attendani^ and ordered him. 
to request don Federico to come to her. 
When he entered she said-*-*^^! sent for 
you, my child, intending to use a mother*s^ 
privilege of preaching and advisir^; do 
n look grave, for I feel that I should 
lly have courage to give you pain." 
My mother, have I been so long away. 



umtA JSSb p£BOiXa 177 

fAMt yoa ha?e forgotten bow I eojcfy your 
leaKXiir and bow htiffpy I am to <4iejr jour 
wkhei, for yoa never coaiiMnd bat by 
HuadnesK?^ 

^ C^ yoa bare lemned flatteiy at Pa- 
lermo$ but dt down^ and answer me one 
que8tkm.-*^Was I deceived yesterday in 
thmkii^ tbe name of don Siginnund's 
bride.gave you* pain ?^ 

Fedonoo started up, and crossed the 
apartment to an open window, as if to^ 
breadie mote freely; tben returning to his 
seat^and endeavouring to compose himself^ 
ke said-^** You were not deceived ; but 
you will think me a maniac to feel thus — 
I hata myself for my folly ;. but the idea 
of suck ia. oreatuFe being sacrificed to count 
LfUna. i& madness !«-*4t must not! — shall 
not— -*• 

" Hush ! hush ! for pity's sake,, for my 
suke, Federico I Would you involve your 
whole fiimily in a war,, for your personal ^ 
advantage? But I see you are not cool ' 
enough for reasoning.. For Heaven's sake, 

I 
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my beloved child, pause before you rush 
on such a precipice as endeavouring to sup- 
plant count Luna. Can any thing be so 
dishonourable, so ungenerous ? His affibm- . 
ced bride is accidentally exposed to your 
society, and you endeavour to break a con- 
tract, made by a kind father and mother 
(such a mother, I am sure, donna C^ara is), 
and doubtless sanctioned by hersdf ; for 
she was coming^willingly toaU appearance. 
In so doing, you unclose all those still- 
painful wounds of former discords; hazard 
the lives of hundreds of your fellow-crea- 
tures, all the most attached friends dfyour 
family; perhaps invcdve in tbe ruin not 
only the object of your mad aflfectiony but 
your father! Federico, how could you 
see me, after you had sacrificed all that ia 
noble and excellent to such a cause? 
when you had-—* 

*' Oh ! do not tOTture me to madness,'^ 
exclaimed Federico ; " yon know full well 
I would not expose my father to a mo- 
ment's pain«^ much less — ^good Heaven I 
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1 cBd vc/UL wuaik vmt 
&tfacrt uiiuiU mmmtWj ndoaift wiA hmpfi^ 
nem at the oglit of job ?— niid Toa mik 
his g U t iwiing cyei^ wken rnar pnues 
i«iclicd Um ?— -did Toa iiHffl^ fas qietl^ 
looiksp ai» with honest pride and ftnd anx- 
lety, he watched jovxr even^ morenient 
yesterday, when he knew jaa were the 
obfectofuniTCRdseratiny? Jio,jcfadid 
not, or yon ooold not haTe talked of se» 
panting your interest from hi& Do roa 
forget Paok> PeroDot^ who has kived yoii 
almoit aa a fiither fiom your infancy? 
Fedoico, I am not used to talk of myself 
or my own feelings; but if you think I 
could survive such misery-«-great Heaven ! 
dare you talk of being tlie only victim ?** 

The baroness's even temper and ailm 
dignity were so seldom urged to the exprcN* 
sion of any thing Dke vehemenct\ timt 
Federico had been unable to interrupt Ikt» 
or even to move, till she was silent. 

The conflict of feeling the convcnwtlori 
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htA ofMtecH badcarried her beyond herself; 
slie had unoonsciously risen from her seat; 
her height aeemed increased ; her exertion 
in if^ettk^ bai ^ven a brighter bistre to 
hef tyeti^ and a deeper hue to her coi»- 
pleition; andas Federico raised his eyes 
to her ifl^erosting and majestic figure^ he 
felt thai he dared not disobey ber injunc- 
tipR^ be they what they might He ap- 
pvoach^ hevs wid in a subdued and soft- 
ened tone, said~>'' My dearest mother^" 
and cbsjHDg his arms round her, &}t that 
a9 yet nothing m the world was of equal 
ceoaequence to hin> with her approbation^ 
and no ^priee too great to dry tlie tears 
wMeh now flowed from her eyes> •* can 
you forgive me, my angel motlier, for dis^ 
tressing you thiis? You shall dispose of 
me as you choose ; I will be the creature 
of your will; only let me see you happy, 
and I think I cannot be miserable.'' 

•* Freely indeed do I forgive you, my 
child. You have ever been an object of 
such perfect satis&ction, such intense afiec* 
tion to your &ther and myself that I 
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ooold Bofc know how to bear sudk a pros- 
pect fiom 3roa ; but jrou will be all we wish* 
and expect yevL to be." 

•* 1 will endeavour toi ooosltttite your 
happiness at least,." said Federiea^ sighing: 
deeply* 

*' My dear Federico^ we have been hur-/ 
lied beyond our wonted habits ;. let us sit 
down and be ratk>nid. In doing what yoit 
know ta be right,, yon must aecure yoiir 
own peace of mind meat efiectually ;. you 
aw well awate how wretched would be the 
ooBsequences of persevering in this unfor- 
tunate attachment r you cannot be so ro- 
mantic as to suppose tibcot twenty years 
hence yoir will feel as you do now, oc that 
there h but this one woman in the whole 
world capable of making you happy, nor 
so weak, as to doubt that a real and ear- 
nest endeavour to subdue a sentiment, the 
encouragement of which would be disho- 
nourable and ungenerous,, could be unat- 
tended with success. We are account- 
able beings, and have the means amply be- 
stowed on us to govern our passio 
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direct our actions ; therefore, to deny the 
power of doing either, is to be mad or 
wicked. I do not mean to assert that the 
effort will not be painful ; but it is a duty, 
a possible one, and depends entirely on 
yourself, and therefore I expect it from 
you. I will do all in my power to avoid 
exposing you to donna Costanza*a too at- 
tractive society ; and after one campaign 
in the Milanese, you will see this afiair al- 
together in a new light : and now, my 
dear boy, you must leave me, and com- 
pose yourself, and I wUl do the same: it 
would be cruel to damp your father's hap- 
piness at such a time." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

I do not think li braver gentlemafii 
More daring or more bold^ is now alive, 
To grace this latter agq with noble deed. 

Shakispeare. 

When the summons to the baroness So- 
lanto was announced, Costanza in vain 
endeavoured to persuade her to excuse her- 
self from attending the countess's evenhig 
repast, on account of her fatigue and dis- 
appointment; but the state of mind in 
which they had left their hostess, induced 
the baroness to exert herself, and she pre- 
pared to follow the attendant, command- 
ing her daughter, on no account, to irritate 
the feelings of the lady by any opposition, 
or recurrence to the conversaticm which 
had passed. 

When they entered the apartment, G)s- 
tanza, who had expected to be received 
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with increased &i]pdity, was not a Itttle 
astonished at the ghastly smile of affected 
complaeency with which the countess ad- 
vanced tomeetthemnand stiU more at the 
embrace with which she was greeted ; and 
to receive which^ without evincing the dis- 
gust she felt^ required all her self-com- 
mand. 

" I am rejoiced/* she said». •* to see the* 
baroness so far recovered from her fiitigue^, 
and trust that a nigbt's rest,, the speedy 
arrival of his excellensa Ae baron, and 
your tender and a£BK^6nate care, my 
child, will perfectly restore hen*" 

Costanz» expressed hev thanks and 
wislies on tiie subject,, and raised her eyes 
to the countenance of the speaker,, whose 
looks were instantly averted, and she re- 
marked the Kvid hue which was spread 
over her harsh feature^ and the convulsive 
motionsswhich they exhibited, with some- 
thing Mke terror, but without fully com- 
prehending their intent. 

'' In a day or two^?* continued the coun- 
tess, *^€ne of our most solemn feasts will. 



VCIUL AMD TEMmjJQ. I8S 

le heidi, ifait of die Hohr Thorn, and joa 
mH Ihea see Sdmtet inifl Us ^karj.^ 

^ The benitj of die citj * sid llie bs- 
roiiess^ * fimi wnt I fasve mfctuy weiiy 
most strike evay tnvriler wMi an idaoT 
IIS ncnes sffwl iDBCDiDesiocL 

'"TheyrnqrhoKt of the spkodoun of 
Fdenna^* ansiicnd her hoKfeesi ; ^liiitac- 
fpslwnpd M I hewerfwaysbeen teSciseea^ 
I cannot sqr thsft Icoold pcroare tfaem ; 
and the i na o fa at irolgarity too of the up- 
start nobles Afoe, eoidd not bat Ibtte me 
toacompariaon betipcm the diflercut treat- 
ment, which pcBSon a of om'fflostrioosnmk 
meet wiA m Ae praffi^te metiapolis;^ 
and in the vneonropted mamien of their 
natire place: here," die eontinned, * we 
are aucnxmded bgr die h ere dit ary ocm* 
nexions of the house of Lona and Feral- 
ta, who will, as soon as the baron Sohnto 
arrives, manifest their respect and devo- 
tion to die destined bride oi don Sigis* 
mund. The approaching festival brings 
all the neighbouring nobles to the city; 
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and from Bivonia and Caltabellotta, the 
chief of our vassals will arrive." ii 

** May I ask the origin of this religious 
feast in Sciacca ?** said the baroness. 

" When count William di Peralta," an- 
swered the lady, ^* founded the monastery \ 
of Santa Maria d'Istria, some two hundred - 
years since, he endowed and enriched it, in 
a manner worthy of his pious and munifi- 
cent disposition ; and first amongst its k 
treasures were placed three thorns, whidi 
were part of our blessed Saviour's crovn^ 
and which the count had purchased at an 
immense expence in his expedition to the 
Holy Land. Numberless are the cures 
these sacred relics have performed, and 
yearly they are borne through the dty, to 
procure for it prosperity and the blessings 
of Heaven, and a long continuation to tiie 
honours and the name of its pious and no- 
ble benefactor." 

The grandeur of the house of Luna was 
a subject on which the countess could al- 
ways descant with complacency and satis* 
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&ctioD : ndiher the baixHiess nor Costan- 
za felt at all indined to distmi) her serenit}% 
and she continued — *^ Don Sigismund, al- 
ways anxious to support the high station 
\m ancestors have filled in their native 
home, and to shew the high Teneration he 
feds for every thing connected with our 
most holy fiuth (whidi in these days meets 
with sudi insults and degradations from 
those who ought to be its chief defenders), 
never fiiils devoutly to attend this sacred 
festival, and all who love and hcmour his 
name have ever accompanied him : nay, 
even the inveterate enemies of the race of 
Luna and Pendta, who might, from the 
remembrance of their sacrilegious insult 
offered to these holy relics, in shame ab- 
sent themselves, yet never neglect to join 
in the procession." 

In thus alluding to the house of Perol- 
lo, the voice of the speaker became tremu- 
lous fimn agitation, and she sat for some 
moments in silence. 

" When is don Sigismund expected to 
letum to Sciacca ?" asked the baroness, not 
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willing to provoke t hittoiy isi the d 
to which the countess had alluded. 

^ Early to-morrow he letums; so 
business whidi rendered his presence 
fiivonia necessary, and wluch he hopei 
have completed, before your arrival ' 
an additional motive ; but he will be sc 
that any thing should have taken him fi 
the castle at this time." 

After some further conversation of li 
interest, the baroness jdeaded fatigue, i 
the ladies separated for the night. 

Havingreadied hermother's apertmi 
Costanza threw herself on a seat^ and 
vering her fiuse with her hands, tea 
entirely r^ardless of eveiy thing aroi 
her, and unable to pay even her usud 
tentions to her mother. 

An old servant, who had nursed I 
watched this very unusual conduct 
some time with silent respect, while bw 
about the baroness, but at last oould 
refrain from approaching her dm-ling; 
seeing that; notwithstanc&ig her silei 
tears were ooursing each other down 
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^cheeks; she exclaimed-^'' Santa Maria! 
^his frightful castello will be the death of 
Fns all ; here is my sweet young lady in 
who is always so joyous and happy ; 
d I am sure all the attendants look as if 
ey had not seen a smile since their in- 

^ Hush! hush!** said the baroness.—- 
. **Areyou ill, my child? Come hither, 
PCostanza. — Leave us, Beatrice; remain in 
the anti-room till I call for you.*' 

The servant withdrew, and Costanza, lefl 
done with her mother, gave free induU 
gence to her grief. 

The baroness seeing she was thoroughly 
depressed, and thinking her tears would 
relieve her, did not for a few minutes in- 
terrupt her; but when she saw her begin- 
ning to recover, she said — " My love, I 
sliall begin to think you are like Beatrice, 
and are frightened because the rooms are 
not very light, or very modem in their de- 
corations : you have lived so peaceably and 
evenly till now, that you have yet to learn 
the effect that hurry and fhtigue have even 
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on the buoyant spirits of youth ; but com« 
pose yourself, and after a good night's rest, 
you will be quite restored." 

" Oh never, never ! if I meet that ter- 
rible countess," said Costanza, with a fresh 
burst of grief ; " indeed I cannot stay with 
her. If don Sigismund is like her, (and 
how should he be otherwise?) surely my 
father will not force me to fulfil tliis hate- 
ful engagement.'* 

" My dearest Costanza, pray be more 
moderate ; your father, you are very cer- 
tain, will never force you to any thing, 
even though he should think it for your 
advantage — ^he is too indulgent; but I 
shall be displeased if you accustom your- 
self to such vehemence of expression. 
What right have you to call an engage-^ 
ment made for your happiness, and with 
your concurrence, hateful? Nor can I 
imagine why a young man must of neces- 
sity be like an old woman ; besides which, 
to tell you the truth, I suspect the coun- 
tess cannot entertain any very exalted 
idea of your gentleness ; for it was more 
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allowable in m pcnan of her ige, and Tery 
confined edaeation, and whose sodetr has 
been composed ahnost entirrij €€ persons 
die considers beneath her, to lose her tem- 
per finr a minute^ than tar yon to reply in 
my thing like the same spirit" 

** Perhaps I was wron^ my dear mo- 
ther ; bat her insdent neglect of you " 

*< Was probably caused by ha* anxiety 
to shew every possiUe attention to your- 
sdf, and her manners not being quite per- 
fect enough to shew her immediately how 
to do both gracefully.** 

** Oh, but that burst of fury ^^ 

•* Was very disagreeable — certainly vio- 
lence is always so ; but a passionate tem- 
per is by no means the worst, and is very 
frequently, indeed generally, accompanied 
by an affectionate heart ; and the evident 
desire evinced by the countess to repre- 
sent her son to advantage, proves her a 
kind and partial mother, and therefore, my 
child, I hope not in your eyes quite witli- 
out merit." 

Costanza was going to speak, but tlie* 
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baroness continued — ^^ I know what yoa 
would say ; but I was going to remind you, 
that you have quite left out all menticm 
pf the countess receiving us the second 
time, without the least remaining anger 
or ill humour ; this at least shews as much 
readiness to forgive offences received, as 
to commit them, which, you will allow, is 
a very valuable quality." 

" Certainly, my dear mother, if the 
countess really did feel no remaining an- 
ger ; but I own, without being Sible to ex- 
plain wherefore, that her expression of 
countenance frightened me more the se- 
cond time of seeing her than the first ; 
however, do not let me keep you up, and 
fatigue you more to-night I will promise 
to see count Luna with as little prejudice 
as I can help, and I will endeavour to be 
all you wish me ; but indeed, to exchange 
your mild dominion for that of the coun- 
tess Caltabellotta does seem dreadfuL** 

^* Do not alarm yourself with chimeras, 
my Costanza, nor encourage prejodioe 
i^jainst the countess more than her son. 
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YovBT ftther, I kopeand pivr, may be hcie 
tCMncnow, and then yaa wiU fed sure, in 
£cSkymDg his judgment, that you are safe 
and right. Heaven Ues jrou! caD in the 
servants* and we will go to rest" 

Having seen her mother to her couch, 
Costanza withdrew to herown apartment, 
which was adjoining and supposing Bea- 
trice to he fcrflowing her, die n^lected to 
<jcse the door into the gaUery ; the servant, 
however, remained a few minutes longer 
with the baroness, when becoming rather 
impatient, Costanza was beg'mning to pre- 
pare for bed, and advanced towards the 
door to close it. Her attention was at- 
tracted by heavy footsteps in the passage ; 
she hesitated, not wishing to be seen, and 
stood undetermined what to do, when she 
saw a tall majestic figure pass through tlic 
open space ; a long black horseman's cloak 
enveloped his person, and a plume of dark 
feathers in his cap overshadowed his fea- 
tures. Attracted by the light through the 
doorway, the stranger turned his face to- 

VOL. L K 
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wards it for an instant^ and as quickly 
averted it. The imperfect view she had 
of him caused Costanza to shudder with 
an indistinct feeling of alarm. It must be 
don Sigisitiund himself^ was the first idea 
tliat struck her, and she felt as if her death 
sentence had been passed ; again she^ 
thought, from even the imperfect view she 
had, that it was an older person than Luna 
had been described to her. In this state of 
terror and distress, she was still standing 
in the centre of the room, when her nurse 
entered, who, almost with a scream, eja- 
culated — " Maria degli Tromhi! what 
have you seen, my child ?*• 

Costanza attempted to smile. — ^ Is don 
Sigismund returned to the castle?" 

" No, ma donna, but there are plenty 
of guards and attendants in the hall below; 
but. Holy Virgin defend us ! they will 
never hear our screams.'* 

^ There is no cause to alarm them ; I 
have seen no spirits or spectres, Beatrice," 
said her mistress, endeavouring to recover 
herself. 
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*' You looked so pale and terrified^ sig- 
nora, when I entered the room, and asked 
so hastily for count Luna, that I fancied 
yoa had been frightened by something." 

^ It is &tigue and disappointment about 
my father, added to my mother*s illness, 
which makes me so pale and low-spirited, 
I believe." 

" I am siu-e I hope my lord will arrive 
to-morrow^ and that we shall soon be set- 
tled in a cassino of our own," said the at- 
tendant, " for I am aure nobody can recover 
eitlier health or spirits here." 

" Yet here," said Costanza, with a sigh, 
my future life will probably be spent." 
Oh yes, signora; but when you are 
mistress of the castle, things will soon 
wear another aspect ; and to say the truth, 
I dare say we might make these great 
apartments cheerful, when we have our 
own way in every thing, as I hope your 
excellenza means to have.'* 

'' Before we make such a resolution," 
smd the lady, ^ I think we had better as- 
certain the disposition of don Stgismund." 
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^ Oh, my lady, as to that, every indivi- 
dual I have heard speak of him here, 
agrees that the count is liberal, generous, 
and brave — somewhat hasty to be suft ; 
but violent people, you know, are easy to 
be managed — indeed I made every inquiry 
I could.** 

" Pray, Beatrice, who sleeps in the 
rooms beyond my mother ?'* 

" The old countess, signora, occupies, I 
believe, the whole extent of the gallery 
beyond." 

" Has any friend of don Sigismund ar- 
rived to-night in the castle ?" 

" None, my lady, I believe." 

Costanza then retired to rest ; she found 
her mother better next day, but her anx- 
iety about the baron unabated, no tidings 
ha^dng yet arrived of his approach. The 
countess received them in the morning, 
with evident wishes to conciliate, and ef-' 
face from their memory tKe conversation 
which took place at her first interview. 

Towards the middle of the day, a great* 
iioise of horses wai& heard \u the coort be^ 
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and, dtie &h: tiial it woBid be iiijpa&- 

jQ falfil hfr #iig«g«m«ii^ Sfaebord 

soaod of appBoadai^ footstippSy jnd 
igponj and impatknce were jibnoit in- 
lortabk : tber stopped fcr a few ma- 
ts in the fenti-xoam ; to ber it seesied 
ge of delaj, uod vet die diesaded the 
lent when the door should open. At 
th the kmd of Costanza's desdny stood 
ifest before her, and she oantexnplated, 
i mixed sensatkns of astoDishment and 
sure, the person and appearance of don 

anund di Luna, as he altered the 
a. His hqight was lofty and com- 
ding, his motions easy and dignMuxU 
his countenance^ though exprewi^*^ o! 
e, strikingly handsome. He advancc^l 
i kindness and respect towarda th« ba^ 



198 THE FEUDS OP 

roTiess, and expressed the satisfaction he 
felt at her safe arrival in Sciacca ; lament- 
ing the delay of the baron> and that his 
own absence from the castle had prevent- 
ed his receiving her in person : but when 
he turned towards her daughter, admira- 
tion and delight seemed to have deprived 
him of the power of speech. 

Costanza blushed deeply, and when her 
mother presented her, could scarcely stand, 
much less answer his incoherent compli- 
ments. 

The baroness endeavoured to relieve her 
daughter's distress, and to engage the 
count's attention ; whifst his mother stood 
near, apparently not entirely approving 
his evident admiration, and the total inat- 
tention to herself. — *^ Your excellenza is, 
I hope, returned but a short time before 
Solanto; the wind has been fair for the 
last two days, and my anxiety fcwr his arri- 
val hourly increases." 

** Beyond all expectation T said don Si- 
gismund, still gazing at Costanza. 

The pause of wonder with which all 



Ihefmty liBMi d tfak i^kFt, so foreign to 

the wlfi ri, iwMBd LamB to rememhnmoe ; 

o au a uuk «f Hme inistake, yet perTectly 
ID j^DonDoe «f llie lyeerii which had been 
addrened to him, he looked towards his 
mother for aa egpibmatinn. 

^Yoa aeemaot to have remembered, don 
Sigismimd,* dbe said, ^ that there were 
other daims to your attentioin here.^ A 
fiown WMS gathering on her brow, which 
SigisnMiod cndeaTonred instantly to dis* 



^ Forpwe the admiration, dearest mo- 
ther, which for a moment rendered mo 
foi|;etfiiI of yom- presence."* The aflfcctiou 
and respect with whidi he kissed Uio 
oowitess^s hand, gave Costanica a sensati\)ii 
of exquisite [rfeasuie. — ^ You expected b> 
have found the baron here, madaniei I un^ 
derstand,** he said, again turning to \\\^ 
baroness ; ^ but the late storms may Xx^lv^ 
induced him to stand out to sea ; he may 
have put into Mazxara, and (bund a dt(tl- 
eulty in doubling the Punta dt TauivUih 
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or I have even known vessels some dajTf 
in getting round Cape St. Mark.'' 

" Your opinion is consolatwy, signor,*" 
she answered, ^^ as it gives me hope that 
no untoward accicfent occasions the delay.'' 

" Even should the arrival of the bark 
be still some few days distant," he continu- 
ed, " which however 1 do not think will be 
the case, I trust you will not unnecessa- 
rily indulge in anticipating evils, and we 
will not doubt that every thing will turn 
out which will be most to your comfort" 

These kind endeavours to cheer her mo- 
tlier's drooping spirits wer^ most gjrate- 
fully felt and appreciated by Costanza. 

** We met with a most dangerous and 
unpleasant accident on our journey during 
the heavy storm, but the kindness and at* 
tention of signor FignateUi and his friend 
the cavalier Perollo, relieved us from all 
the ill consequences whiqh might have fol- 
lowed it." 

Luna started at the mention of Perollo ; 
a shade passed over his countenance^ and 



^j| he aid—' TlKwgjh I would wilHn^^ly 
' hare been indebted to aay otiier insiru- 
^ ment for such m wright of oUigation, yet 
^: I shall admowledge this serrice ipi^th gni« 
'; titude eren to Federioo Pcrolkx^* 

The counteas evideouy wished to intor^ 
nipt the oonTersation, and asked, in no 
veiy gentle tone; what firiends be expeeteil 
at the casde previous to the feast ? 

** Geronimo Poalta," be replied, ** ^vi^ 
be the only <Hie who takes up lus aUnle 
with ti& The baron della Bardia is not, 
I fear» snffidently recovered to alt end ; 
and Infintanetta has- persuaded otl)ors (U 
our iiiends to make bis house their iu)iuc\ 
The baron Solanto,** he added, chcertiiily, 
** will be here in time to join in our stv 
lemnity, and witness the pride and satisu 
faction with which our family will woU 
come this auspicious visit** 

" I should be very unwilling/* the Im- 
roness answered^ ^ that such an op|M)rtu* 
nity should be lo6t» of becoming pc^rNonnU 
ly known to your illustrious lelativc^ ; tml 
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should the baron beunfortunatdy detained 
from hence, I fear my spirits will hvdly 
be equal to a puUic introduction; aad 
under such circumstances, my daughter 
and myself must claim your indulgence, 
to excuse us from appearing at the ap- 
proaching festivaL** 

^ Your will and pleasure^ lady,** sdd 
don Sigismund, ** shall in all things lie 
obeyed ; but I expect hourly to hear that 
the baron is in safety in our port** 

** On an occasion like the present,** said 
the countess, ** when the duties of relij^on 
are in question, all private feelings must 
be sacrificed ; and when the honour of the 
house of Luna and Peralta is concerned, 
every one who feels its int^est at heart 
will make it a first consideration. The 
baroness Solanto and her dau^ter must 
attend the approadiing scdemnity.*^ 

Even the meek spirit of the Ader |ady 
rose iivdignant at this insoloit harangue ; 
a tinge of colour flushed in her dieeks^ 
but slie repressed her feelings^ and looked 
iu silence to don Sigismund. 
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*K!>ur honoured guests are here^" he said, 
^ not only to oommand their own engage- 
ments^ but their wishes, and their will 
shall he supreme to every one over whom 
my influence extends.** 

^ lis well, count Luna," said his mo- 
ther; •* another power is, I see, again to 
be placed over me ; insults and indignities 
will drive me from your house, but if once 
I depart, I never enter Luna Castle more.** 
Witb every feature distorted by rage, the 
lady quitted the apartment 

Don Sigismund attempted to soften 
down his mother's ill behaviour, and the 
baroness, anxious to allay the storm, assured 
him, that to give the coimtessall the satis&e« 
tion in her power, she was perfectly willing 
to attend the devotions in the church, but 
begged to decline the ceremony of a formal 
introduction till the baron was present. 

His gratitude for this conciliating kind- 
ness was gracefully and cordially express- 
ed, and his maimer had in it so much ar- 
dent admiration of Costanza» and respect 
towards her mother, that when he retired 
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to appease the furious oountesar tlie former 
felt so well disposed to him, that all her re-^ 
hictance to fulfil her engagement had va- 
nished ; and the recollection of the figure 
she had fancied was that of her destined 
husband, was no longer an object ofterror 
to depress her i^irits, but nearly forgotten 
m the satisfaction with which she thought 
of don Sffgismund*s manners and address. 

Both ladies were silent for a few minutes 
after hisdepaituire; at length the baroness 
said — '' Well, Costanza, is not don Sigis- 
mund terribly like the countess?" 

" Heaven forbid r 

" Oh ! then you do not intend to throw 
yourself at your father^s feet, and suppli- 
cate to be freed from your engagement." 
My dear mother T 

Well, well, my child, I will not tor- 
ment you; but, pray, let this agreeable 
disappointment be also a useful lesson to 
you — to argue more moderately, and not 
mistake your own fears for realities." 

*^ I will do my best endeavours, but 
without the least hope of ever arriving at 






, LUNA AKD FEmOIXO. 209 

the degree of Christian charity and meek* 
oess you poBsess; for instance, now, I felt 
a vast inclination to tell that violent old 
woman how disagieeable» violent, and ab- 
surd she wa8» and to persist in going to 
the feast or staying away at my own plea- 
sure : and really, my dear mother^ if she 
does not know how to behave with common 
civility, she should be taught^ and a few 
sncb lessons would so much improve her."* 

** If she were as young as yourself, Cos* 
tanza,- there is no doubt but rational save* 
rity and opposition would be of infinite 
use to the countess ; but at her age, to at- 
tempt new mouMing her temper would be 
ridiculous ; and the only chance of living 
comibrtably with her, must be by avoiding 
subjects of dispute, and determining never 
to notice any ill-natured tiling she either 
says or does ; and, in short, treating her 
like a much more amiable person than she 
is." 

** But surely, my dear mother, such 
conduct would be indulging ill-tempered 
people very undeservedly ; andB besides, it 



fi06 THE FEUDS OF 

seems to me so exceedingly mean-spirited 
to be overpowered by violence, when one 
knows one is righf 

" You quite mistake the business ; for, 
in reality, to be humoured like a froward 
child who must not be punished, is no 
very enviable state ; but persons who need 
such treatment, usually aspiring to mere 
dominion, have neither ddicacy or discri- 
mination enough to care or understand 
why it is granted them. Young people 
are very apt to miscall wilfulness by the 
name of spirit, which term, by-the-bye, is. 
so often applied to those who {n-efer their 
own will to that of every other person, 
and is altogether so indefinite, that for 
myself, I must confess, I feel, when I hear 
of a great spirit, as I should if people said 
at once, very obstinate or very unruly. 
With respect to your relative situation 
with the countess Caltabellotta, opposition^ 
will make her an irreconcilable enemy; 
and cheerfully humouring her, a very ar- 
dent friend; and every sacrifice which 
you make to the general happiness of hift 



LUKA AMD VEMOLUX Wl 

nily, the comfixt of fcsf motiber, jbkI 
ereby to his own eue of mindL doD SU 
mund will not &a to ipprend^ and 
e more higUj, as he was aot^ I hear^ aU 
lys accustomed to it; and if rou are as 
ppy with him as I hope roa triH be^ 
( approbation will be more fliaD a reward 
' all your sel^controL Bat Jet ns go to 
J room^ and hear if Beatnoe has ^ent 
ftin to the Marina^ as I ovderedL^ 
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Can pi«ty t^ dlseord* heal, 

Or s^un^ the de9th*f^d*8 enrmty F 
Can Christian love, can patriot zeal. 

Can love of bles^d charity ? 
No! vainly to each holy^ shrine 

In mutoal pilgrimage they drew,. 
ImplorM in vain the grace divine. 

For chiefs their own red falchions sl^w. 

Wa.lter Sco 

Federicq, after tlie interview with 1 
mother, retired to his own apartment, t< 
much agitated to join in society ; and tl 
barons Pandolfina being oeeiapied' in pub; 
business, don Paolo offered his services 
Gaetano to attend him wheresoever 1 
might wish to go» 

Pignatelli, anxious to cultivate his i 
quaintance, wiQingly accepted the olSy 
and they left the castle together, havii 
dedined^ with all possible civility, the pi 
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sence of the obsequious barone del Nadore^ 
who seemed particularly anxious to ingnu 
tiate himself with the ne^^ew of the vice- 
roy, but met with little encouragement 
in his obsequious adulatifxi. 

" I am, I fear, particularly ungrateful," 
said Gaetano to his compcuiion, *^ but the 
professions of this new friend of mine, th^ 
[)arone del Nadore, are irksome in the ex* 
treme ; I must be indebted for them to his 
iffection fot don Giacomo, but I sincerely 
tvish he would transfer his numberless at* 
tentions and complitnents to Federico, who 
3an accommodate himself mudi more rea- 
lily and patiently to the follies of his 
leighbours ; besides, it would be showing 
nore regard to the patron of the barone." 

^' Del Nadore,'' replied don Faolo^ '' n^ 
ftt loses an oppwtunity of ingratiatinglfaim* 
self with any one connected with the high* 
er powers, and however lavish he may be 
in his speeches to yourself, he will still 
find an inexhaustible fund to try the tem* 
per of my young kinsman. I know that 
don Gria^omo receives with the eontempt it 
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deserves his fulsome flattery ; but at tbe 
same time be believes Del Nadore to be 
attached to his interest, and that he is 
only weak and foolish ; whereas I know 
him to be wicked and designing, and that 
the first advantage gained by the enemies 
of Pandolfina, would range this sycophant 
beneath their banners : he is too trifling a 
character to make him dangerous^ but I 
wish we had not so many doubtful friendly 
or rather secret enemies^ as spies upon our 
actions,'* 

** The character of the baron Pandolfina 
appears to be such as to disarm the power 
of envy and detraction,** 

** Quite the contrary, my young friend; 
with every feeling of regard, afiection, and 
respect for my kinsman's worth, I cannot 
be blind to those imperfections, rather fn 
manner than in disposition, which may 
one day be the origin of wide-spreading 
and extensive evil** 

May I ask an explanation ?** 
Certainly,** said don Paolo ; ** the dia* 
/acter of don 6iiBc<nno is such as 
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(Kends must contemplate with pride, such 
as they cannot but- love, respect, and al- 
most idolize : warm, ardent, and sincere in 
his attachments — disinterested, liberal, and 
devoted to all that is honourable, goofl, and 
great, his very faults appear to spring from 
an excess of these amiable qualities : some- 
what impetuous in his abhorrence of every 
thing which militates against those high 
and chivalrous principles which absorb 
his every thought and feeling, he too oflcii 
expresses, in open unambiguous terms, his 
opinion of those he knows to have been 
once guilty of the vices he detests. Some 
c£ the highest of our city nobles, whose in- 
justice, peculaticm, and oppresnve tyranny, 
had reached the ears of the baron, he has 
publicly disgraced and eternally offended. 
His impetuous feelings, and strict honour, 
make no distinction between friends and 
foes ; but where he finds cause for censure, 
unreflectingly and openly he gives it way; 
conscious of the rectitude and utility of his 
public measures, he proceeds direetly fbr- 
ward, and neither attei toi i the pre- 
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judices of the weak, nor inform the uiK 
derstanding of the igQ<»*ant Narrow*, 
minded and illiberal persons are to be 
found in every society. At a distance 
from the scenes of public action, the mindft 
of many individuals, habituated to the same 
routine, start with horror from every inno- 
vation, and receive with cautious suspidoik 
every improvement on their usual habits. 
The education of don Giacomo has been 
in the courts of emperors and kings, and 
the enlightened ideas he there acquired, 
are unfortunately of too high a standard 
for the meridian of Sciacca ; hence many 
even of our well-disposed neighbours re* 
gard the alteration^ which perhaps tliey 
do not fully comprehend, as outrages to 
their habitual feelings and customs. But 
I am entering," he added, *^ too deepiy 
into this subject ; I had undertaken to m^ 
troduce you to the city, not to the citizens 
of Sciacca ; we are now on the Marina— 
that building before you is the house of 
the Jesuits.'* 
^^ WhoQk I accented your kind o^o^ 
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ttgnor,* answered Gaetano, " it was more 
from a desire to improve mv acquaintance 
with one who has long been the theme ot" 
Federico's pan^yric, than of [>aradii:g 
througli the streets of Sciaeca; the view 
fiom this Marina however is strikinf^lv 
magnificent — ^why should we extend our 
perambulation ?" 

" As you please," answered Perollo ; 
* our city affords but few attractions to 
any one accustomed to the splendours of 
Palermo. The castles of Luna and Pe- 
rollo are the principal private buildings 
here ; the residenees of the other nobles are 
far inferior in every respect."* 

•* They appear to be numerous, elegant, 
md modem buildings," said Gaetano. 

" Forty barons now reside within the 
walls, connected, I am sorry to add, by 
party animosity or party affection with 
our rival houses; would I could think, 
with the worthy Geronimo Ferrara, that 
our feuds are nearly at an end ! but nei- 
ther the character of don Sigismund di 
Luna, nor that of Giaoomo VevoDo, are 
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formed to close the wounds of civil di 
which have now had the strength of 
to fester and inflame." 

"Have these hereditary contests 
isted so long then ?" asked Gaetano. 

" Nearly a century and a half ago, I 
lieve we may date the unhappy seeds 
contest" 

" Long and anxiously," returned Pi 
natelli, ^' I have wished to hear the on 
of these jars and animosities; Fedeiioflf 
however has always avoided indulging my 
curiosity." 

" He has, I hope," answered don Fa<do^ 
" been so far removed from the scene of 
party rage, that it has at present stamped 
its characters but feebly on his mind, and 
the less frequently the recollections are 
recalled, the better ; I will therefore un- 
dertake the office of historian, if you will 
accept such imperfect accounts as my me* 
mory can furnish." 

^ Most gratefully, signor," answered his 
companion, eager to accept the offer^ 

Don Paolo then proposed that ^ey 
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liould retire to his residenoe, and on tbeir 
pMy thither Gaetaiio asked his ofnnion of 
sount Luna. 

FeroUo smiled at the request. — ** To ask," 
he said, ** the character oi the chief of 
Luna and Peralta fixHn any member of 
^ur family, is taxing our impartiality and 
Ciandour somewhat heavily, but I will try 
bow far I can forget the prejudices of 
birth and education, to reply to you.— 
Sigismund di Luna is, I believe, brave, 
generous, and noble, warm-hearted to his 
Friends, enthusiastic in his attachments, 
but impetuous, violent, and hauglity; 
proud of his illustrious birth and family, 
he looks with jealousy on the superior 
power and popularity of don Giacomo. 
The count is young, his education has 
been confined, and bis mother has acquired 
a power over him, which she exerts to ir- 
ritate, rather than to sooth his impetuous 
temper; and others are not wanting to as- 
sist her. The rank and influence of don 
Sigismund in Stiacca having made him 
the rallying point of all whom tjis rival hiis 
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offended, and these men vimting to com- 
pass their revenge, contmaaily urge him 
on by every argument their hatred and 
vengeance can dictate: in almost any 
other case, the generous good-nature oS 
Pandolfina would make allowance for the 
sallies of a hot-headed young man driven 
to hostilities by those around him; but 
the hereditary dislike which early educa- 
tion has planted in him against the very 
names of Luna and Peralta, no power of 
reason can eradicate, and he too common- 
ly indulges in ridiculing the ineffectual 
threats and denunciations of his enemies, 
with the pompous grandeur, and perhaps 
arrogant pretensions, of don Sigismund 
himself,** 

Having reached the house of don Paolo, 
his new friend lost no time in gratifying 
Pignatelli with the promised detail. 

*• Our family, in this unhappy history," 
said PeroUo, " may perhaps be justly con- 
demned as the first transgressors ; and as I 
cannot but feel a bias to their side, you 
must in justice, signor^ make all due aHow« 
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ance for my prejudices ; but I will, with 
all the impartiality I can command, re- 
count the rise and progress of these evils. 
It is necessary to go back as far as the 
death of don Nicholo Peralta, count of 
Caltabellotta, one of our first Sicilian no- 
bles, of royal lineage, and of enormous 
wealth. His death took place about the 
year 1391, leaving behind him three daugh- 
ters, his coheiresses, Giovanna, Margarita, 
and Costanza, between whom the accumu- 
lated honours, riches, and possessions of the 
house, were to be divided ; whilst the inhe- 
ritance they derived from their mother, 
Ellifabetha Chiaramonte, added to their 
paternal domains, made them the wealthi- 
est heiresses of their time. By their father's 
will, however, they were restricted from 
marrying, without the consent of don Mar- 
tin, king of Aragon and Sicily, the infanta 
Leonora of Aragon, their grandmother, 
the cardii^al of Santa Chiesa, the count of 
Modica, and one or two other noble rela- 
tives, amongst whom was don Giacomo 

VOL. I. L 
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Perollo, lord of Castelamare. Such a va- 
riety of giiafdiams to propitiate, might 
have made any suitor hopeless, and in en- 
deavouring to secaire his daughters from 
improper matches, don Nicholo had almost 
condemned them to perpetual celibacy. 

" Giovanna, the eldest, died soon after 
her father, and Artalo di Luna, relying on 
his relationship to his sovereign, don Mar- 
tin, demanded the lady Margarita, heiress 
of the county of Caltabellotta, in marriage ; 
but his demand, though supported by the 
consent and authority of the monarch, was 
instantly rejected by the infanta, by Gia- 
como Perollo, and all the other guardians. 
Luna however persevered, and after many 
months dispute, the sovereign authority 
was exerted, and the king commanded the 
marriage to be solemnised, whilst the other 
parties could only protest in vain against 
the act. 

** From this union of the houses of Lu- 
na and Peralta, their descendants have 
since borne the united natnes of both their 
progenitors. Antonio di Luna and Pe- 
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ralta, count of Caltabellotta, and grand 
ocmstable of the kingdom, was the 6rst 
fruit of the mairiage of don Artalo and 
Margarita. The opposition of don Gia- 
ODmo Perollo had throughout the discus^ 
sion been active and determined, an offence 
which Artalo di Luna never could forgive: 
the hatred which rankled in his bosom 
descended to his son, and count Antonio 
remembered but too well the lessons of 
irreconcilable enmity he had imbibed 
against our house, of which Pietro Ferol* 
lo, baron of San Bartolomeo, was the first 
to £eel the effects : against him the count 
instituted a suit, and finally succeeded in 
depriving him of his barony. 

" The fierce temper of Perollo could 
ill brook this injury; he considered that 
he had been unjustly deprived of his here- 
ditary rights, and vowed never to put the 
armour from his back, till he had fuUy and 
deeply revenged his wrongs on the head 
of Antonio di Luna. Knowing the mar* 
dal spirit of don Pietro, his resolute and 

l2 
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determined perseverance, and dreading the 
vengeance of his powerful connexions, the 
count Antonio withdrew to Caltabellotta, 
and fortified himself against the attacks 
with which he was threatened by don 
Pietro's vow of vengeance. Frorh the 
fortress of count Luna, emissaries were 
continually sent out, by private assassina- 
tion to cut off the object of his hatred and 
fear ; but the valour and activity of Pietro, 
and his devoted friends, preserved him 
from their snares ; whilst these instances 
of discovered treachery served only to 
strengthen the determination of the party 
of Perollo, and incite them more violently 
to pursue and to exterminate their insi- 
dious foe. 

** The faithful and ancient ally of our 
house, count Gteraci and Ventimiglia, join- 
ed his powerful aid, and warmly espoused 
the cause of don Pietro, having himsdf 
been deeply injured by Antonio di Luna. 
Many were their deliberations on the means 
of compassing their plans of vengeance; but 
whilst within the walls of Caltabellotta, 
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their enemy might mock at their power, 
and defy their most violent assaults. This 
he appeared so well aware of, that for 
some months he never ventured beyond 
his walls, and frustrated all their intended 
schemes and resolutions ; but the hour of 
their revenge arrived at length. To-mor- 
row, as you have heard, signor, is the an- 
niversary of the festival of the Santa Spina. 
These relics were conferred on the con- 
vent of Santa Maria d'Istria by one of the 
ancestors of the Peralta family, and his 
descendants have at all times most scru- 
pulously attended this feast. 

" The count Antonio, trusting to the 
sanctity of the occasion, and to the time 
which had elapsed, determined to leave 
his retirement, and not abandon the at- 
tendance which all his family had shewn 
to the relics, since first count William had 
bestowed them on the convent. Of Win 
determination, the friends of PeroUo wert' 
well aware, and blinded by their fury, re- 
garded not the holiness of the meeting; 
before the torrent of tlieir vindictive fren- 
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zy, all the barriers of piety, religion, and 
humanity, were swept away, and even in 
the sacred procession they resolved to shed 
the blood of Antonio di Luna. 

« The anniversary of to-morrow, in the 
year 1 455, gave birth to an event, which 
no time can ever eradicate from the me- 
mory of Luna or Perollo, as long as thdr 
names endure in Sdacca. As has always 
been the case, the streets ware thronged 
by daybreak with the crowds of villagers 
and citizens ; the nobles of the surround- 
ing country, with all their vassals ^nd re- 
tainers, were assembled to grace the so- 
lemnity ; the balconies and windows, filled 
with the females of rank, and the bells 
from tlie churches, announced the hour 
for the procession to begin. Antonio had 
arrived the evening before, with a nume- 
rous train of valiant cavaliers, at the Castel- 
lo di Luna; and Perollo, with his band, 
were placed in ambush in one of the streets 
through which the pageant was to pass. 
In breathless anxiety don Pietro and his 
friends awaited the hour which should gra- 
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tify their sanguinary vengeance; the sa- 
cred banners of the various convents were 
displayed, the holy relics home through 
the streets by the prior of Santa Maria, 
and followed by the nobles of the city, at 
whose head was count Luna : the proces- 
sion had reached the open space before the 
church of St. Nicholas and Santa Caterina, 
when, with shouts of triumph and revenge, 
Perollo and his associates burst from their 
concealment No moment was left for 
escape or for defence ; the sword of Pietro 
hjid felled Antonio to the ground, before 
himself, or those about him, were aware 
from whence the danger came ; confusion 
and dismay spread rapidly around; the 
officers of religion, and unarmed citizens, 
fled in all directions to their churches and 
bouses, and the city resounded with cries 
of terror and alarm ; no one knew the e^c- 
tent of the evil which they feared ; screams 
of murder and affright were echoed from 
<Mie to another, and the multitude on all 
sides dispersed from the scene of blood and 
sacrilege, the victorious assailants indulged 
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unopposed their thirst for revenge; the 
wounded and mangled body of Luna was 
trodden in the dust by their adherents, 
who, having satiated their fury, left their 
enemy, as they supposed, the slaughtered 
victim of their successful enterprise, and, 
mounting their horses, fled through the 
gate of St. Nicholas, to shelter themselves 
in the Castle of Geraci, under the protec- 
tion of Ventimiglia, an aider and abettor 
in the outrage. 

" The first moments of surprise having 
passed over, the friends of Luna rallied 
round his body, which had been abandon- 
ed during the confusion ; and the opposite 
party having fled, they conveyed it with- 
out any obstruction to the Castel di Luna. 
Life was not extinct, and by the care and 
skill of his attendants, the count was re- 
stored to animation, and after a long and 
tedious confinement, finally recovered fit>m 
the barbarous attack. 

" With returning life and strength, the 
bosom of don Antonio throbbed for ven- 
geance and redress : it required no more 
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than a plain statement of facts to call, 
round the standard of Luna and Peralta, 
evay friend whom ,the ties of blood or 
fiiendship had connected with their race. 
Nobles and dependants crowded in num- 
bers to his aid, and when capable of lead- 
ing his faithful followers, he found a nu- 
merous and willing multitude, ready and 
anxious to avenge their chieftain's cause, 
and wreak his vengeance on all the name 
of Perollo. 

" In vain they searched every house and 
castle belonging to his family. Pietro, in 
safety under Geraci's roof, escaped their 
vindictive purpose; but fire and sword 
were unsparingly let loose against aU his 
vassals and adherents ; marks of the deso- 
lation which they spread abroad may still 
be seen around the neighbouring country, 
and for some months these scenes of havoc 
and destruction were continued, involving 
the innocent and the guilty in one com- 
mon ruin ; every law was outraged and in- 
sulted ; till at length the royal power was 

l8 
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cdled forth, and both parties banished from 
the island ; but after some lapse of time, 
king Alphonso summoned to his court the 
oontending chiefs, a public reoondliation 
was effected, and both returned to Sciaoca ; 
yet still the embers of their hatred have 
continued burning fiercely under this out- 
ward show, and since that day, though 
somewhat damped and weakened, have 
never been extinguished, and, with the 
dispositions of the present chiefs lof the 
two factions, are, I fear, more likely to 
flame out anew, than to expire in oblivion 
and peace. Such, my young friend,** add- 
ed don Paolo, ** are the foundations on 
which this unfortunate feud hath arisen ; 
numberless bickerings and irritating cir- 
cumstances have at various times oocurred 
to manifest the dispositions of both parties 
to renew those deeds of open violence^ of 
whidti you have just heard the long detail ; 
your patience has been tried,^ and your 
curiosity probably been disappointed) in 
the narration, which only records the mu- 
tual acts of ungov^med passion and re- 
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vengi^^ so long disgraceful to the houses of 
jMim and PeroUo." 

Gaetano expressed his gratitude to don 
Paolo for the trouble he had given him, 
and thanked him for the interesting his- 
tory of events, so nearly connected with 
bis earliest friend — " In Federico," he added, 
" all hatred to the house of Luna is extinct, 
and from the principles he has imbibed, I 
fi^el convinced that no private wrong will 
induce him to involve his family and friends 
iii civil broils ; nor will he ever assume to 
himself the right of redressing his indivi- 
dual quarrels, by any outrage to the laws 
and justice of his country.*" 

" Would that don Sigismund,'' replied 
PeroUo, " had received in early life the 
advantages which Federico has enjoyed, 
that he had been removed from these 
scenes, and from the arts of those who now 
surround him : he is not, I believe, natu- 
rally ill-disposed, but the lessons of his 
mother, and the constant excitations of the 
party about him, have rendered him irrit- 
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able, and jealous of every act don Gia- 
eomo performs. His narrow education 
prevents his entering into the liberal and 
enlightened plans of Pandolfina; and 
even some marks of civility, which my 
kinsman's benevolent disposition shews to 
all, have been rejected by Luna with in- 
sult and disdain : his late wife, the coun- 
tess Lucretia, as niece to Clement, violent- 
ly espoused the cause of the pontiff, and 
for the sake of his Imperial master, most 
cordially detested the loyalty of Pandolfina; 
but she is now no more ; strange and mys- 
terious rumours are abroad respecting her 
sudden death ; but such are always preva 
lent, when any one of rank is snatched 
away without a previous illness ; internal 
and domestic discord interrupted count 
Sigismund's matrimonial comfort; his mo- 
ther and his wife, both fond of power, tor- 
mented him by ceaseless contests, yet the 
marriage was the ardent wish of the elder 
lady, and the character of count Luna 
stands too high for suspicion to attach to 
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him ; the various romoiin are mo^ likeij 
the vague disoounes of the ignorant and 
idle.** 

•f The affianced bride of don Si jr*mund," 
said Giaetano, ^ appears to be M that u 
captivating in manners and di^potsition. 
and a lovelier person never was Ixheld.* 

" The baron Solanto," obs-er\-ed dc«i 
Paolo, " is powerful and wealthy : he will, 
I hope, take up his abode in Sciacca, and 
not leave this young creature exposed to 
the violence of count Luna, the ill humour 
of his mother, the machinations of the 
baron Adriano, and the terrors of Aecursi 
d'Amato's friendship and acquaintance. 
Such are the friends of her destined hus- 
band, and the inmates of Luna Castle, that, 
unprotected and at a distance from her fa- 
mily, she would be exposed to certain mi- 
sery, without a friend to advise or to assist 
her." 

" The baron Solanto," replied Pigna- 
telli, " is a brave and noble soldier; the 
baroness gentleness itself; they surely will 
not sacrifice their only child to such an ill- 
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boding connexion, when further intimacy 
has made them more acquainted with the 
family of count Luna." 

*' The wealth and power possessed by 
the relatives of lady Costanza, I appre- 
hend,'' said Perollo, '* will tempt the coun- 
tess to use every artifice which may dis- 
guise her natural disposition ; and if the 
count himself is captivated by h«* beauty 
and virtues, it will be some restraint upon 
his viol^ice. Qeronimo Peralta can at all 
jbknes gloss ov^ his malignant purpoaes i 
whilst for Accursi d'Amato, shroud^ as 
he g^ierally is in mystery and darkness, it 
may be long before they have an opportu- 
nity of forming an opinion g( his reid cha- 
ract^t" 

^' This signor d' Amato appears a strange- 
ly-su^cious person," said Gaetano ; '^ if I 
mistake noty he intended us an interview 
upon our journey." 

" Indeed !" exclaimed don Paolo, look- 
ing eainestly at his companion. 

'' H^ appears to have followed Fedmx) 
from Pali^mo; Baptista 9aw biw fosi at 
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AlcBmo; next he appeared amidst the 
rains of Segesta; afterwards, by entering 
the castle in the train of the baronesa So- 
knto, he nearly auooeeded m readung our 
diamber at Castel Yetrano, but was alarm- 
ed by the outcries of the terrified domes- 
tics, who slept in the antiroom/' 

*^ And from whom did you learn that it 
was Accursi ?"" asked Perolla 

" We have only suspicion to guide us," 
said Gaetano; '* haying heard that he left 
Castel VetFono that night, and crossed the 
fiamara on the road to Sdacea." 

** It has been reported," said don Paolo, 
^ that he has for some time 'been confined 
by illness ; but he may havet been absent 
on some dark scheme of assassination and 
revenge/' 

** The description of him by Baptista, 
though in a style of the tooodest caricaturse, 
must idafitify his person**^ gigantie figure, 
with a most cadaverous countenance and 
air; towering plumes o£ Uaek feathers, 
and a idoak of the same fwiereal 4y% were 
the chamcCaristicaof the unknown stranger. 
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who appeared to the valet as more than a 
mortal visitant." 

*• Though a little exaggerated, the por- 
trait must have been taken from the ha- 
rone della Bardia, and answers perfectly 
to his usual habit and appearance.'' 

** But how can Federico have given him 
offence ?" 

" In being the son of don Giacoino Pe- 
roUo, a crime in the eyes of Delia Bardia 
to justify even midnight murder; his vin- 
dictive fury against Pandolfina has in it 
perhaps more deadly malice than all the 
house of Luna are possessed with.*' 

" And whence did this arise ?*' asked 
Pignatelli. 

" Placed in one of the principal offices 
in Sciacca/* replied PeroUo, ** his violence, 
extortion, and oppression, called forth the 
severest censures of my kinsman, who, by 
the power the viceroy has conferred upon 
him, dismissed d'Amato from his office 
with ignominy and reproach, obliging him 
to restore, in some degree, the fruits of his 
rapacity, and exposing him before the as- 
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sembled council of the city. The deep 
and deadly vow of vengeance which the 
infuriated baron uttered, was heard by 
Pandolfina with contempt, and only an- 
swered by derision and defiance ; for my- 
self, I cannot but wish that a less hostile 
method had been taken in his dismissal, 
though Delia Bardia certainly deserved the 
correction he received. The time how- 
ever, signor Pignatelli, has worn apace, 
and requires our return to the castle. I 
had intended to ask from you some ac- 
eount of the habits and manners of Fede- 
rico; but I have, I find, been leading on a 
conversation, which has carried us to sub- 
jects of a far different nature." 

^ I think, signor," said Gaetano, •* that 
you will find that Federico has as few, if 
not fewer, vices than any of his contempo- 
raries in age and rank ; but you will per- 
haps find cause to wish that he was not 
possessed of feelings quite so vehement, 
and susceptible of impressions quite so last- 
ing.- 

On his return to the castle, Gaetano was 
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encountered by a messenger, who had be(^ 
sent to inform him that a courier from 
Trapani had brought dispatches for him, 
which were of some importance, and which 
he found to contain intelligence respecting 
the affair of the unfortunate cavalier Laa- 
dolini, who was at the time confined by 
ilbiess, occasioned principally by agitation 
at some tidings he had received from the 
fishermen, who had sera his oassino in 
flamea on the night of its deatractiao. 
They were returned to Trapani* and re- 
ported that they had observed, towards the 
close of evening, a light shallop hovering 
off the coast, and from its suspickma ap- 
pearance, it was perhaps one of the [Hiatic 
vessels with whidi the seas wesre in&sted. 
This information was too vague fbr hope, 
yet sufficiently well authenticated tp ex- 
dte the most agonizing feelings of sus- 
pense in the bosom of the father; and 
weakened as he had been by previous 
grief and anxiety, it had brought on so 
severe an indisposition as to have confined 
him to his bed. Under these circum- 
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tances, be bad fulfilled his prmnise to 
Sftetano in communicating tbe intelligence 
le had received, but without suggesting 
my plan of proceeding, and only concluded 
ay lamenting the absence of his young 
Sriend at the present juncture. 

Pignatelli instantly sought Federico— 
* You must assist me,** he said, ** PeroUo, 
Pirith all your interest in the baron Pandol- 
Sna to send me hence without delay .'' 

Federioo was silait, for a few moments, 
irith astonishment, and Gfietano put into 
\m hand the letter from Landofint H«v- 
mg read it» he obaerved^ that agmnst so 
inipa«tive a call, nothing could be uiged, 
init that he saw no immediate benefit 
irliich was to be hoped from a journey to 
Frapani. 

« To Tunis,*' said Pignatelli. 

'* Let us consult my firther, and permit 
me to be your companies in the expedi- 
tion.' 

** To the former part of the proposal, I 
readily answer yes ; but to the latter, my 
dear Federico, there are insurmountable 
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objections ; besides, any companion might 
impede my motions ; but your father shall 
decide." 

On the first mention of the project* the 
baron Pandolfina liesitated as to the expe- 
diency of Gaetano's proposed voyage, aod 
the propriety of his undertaking it with- 
out the approbation of his uncle ; but when 
every circumstance was fully explained to 
him, he gave his decided approbation to 
the plan, and even added further argu- 
ments in its favour, by confirming the sup- 
position that the destruction of the casdno 
had been effected by pirates, as he had re- 
ceived intelligence, in his official capacity, 
that such vessels had lately been seen off the 
coasts, and in some instances the crews 
fi-om them had landed by stealth, destroy- 
ed detached houses, and carried the inha- 
bitants into slavery ; the western coast was 
also at the time peculiarly liable to such 
aggressions, a powerful Turkish fleet 
cruising between Sicily and Malta, and no 
European power sufficiently free from cos^ 
tests nearer home, to engage against the 
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Ptrodoctipp to the gqgt Jigu*t rf tiie Si> 
alian govenmeni at Tunis. WidiTOewd 
x> Federioo attendmg his fiieDd« don Gisn- 
xmio opposed it, upon the plet of its inuti- 
ity, and the dianee that it might )m>w 
in impediment to PignateUi. To put tlio 
remonstrances of his son to silence at t^)ct\ 
[le urged the distress it would be to \\U 
mother to part with him immtHrmtoly on 
bis arrival, and promised that if (iaotiu\o, 
on reaching Tunis, considered the prt*Hon«»«* 
of his friend as likely to forward IiIn iW 
signs, that he should be pennitU*d to (ol 
low without deUiy. It wa« ini|io»Nlhlii foi 
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the neoessary arrangements to be made 
that night; but on the following evening, 
the baron thought every thing would be 
in readiness, and that they should, in tibe 
intermediate time, have leisure to consider 
on the prc^r steps to be taken ; and it was 
resolved tiiat the sufagect shoul4 only be 
m^enticmed to the confidential members of 
the family, and that Gaetano, by attend- 
ing the celebration of the festival on the 
raorrowi should endeavour to prevent any 
sufipicion from being excited that an ex- 
pedition of the kind was in agitation. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



£ segBa il mpbil Tolto or di colore 

Di rabbioso disd^ooy ed or d'amore. Tasso. 

As the sun rose the next day, the artillery 
of tbe city of Sciacca proclaimed the ap- 
profichhig festival; they were answered 
from the battlements of PeroUo Castle; 
and to honour the devotion of the citizens, 
the vessds in the bay hoisted their gayest 
colouhs, and saluted the rising light by a 
discharge of all their arms, whilst the bells 
from the various churches and convents 
sounded a deafening peal within the walls. 
The gates had been thronged for hours by 
the peasants, and hundreds had patiently 
taken their stations in the streets through 
whidi the procession was to pass; their 
pockets filled with boiled maize for their 
subsistence through the day, and their 
minds fully occupied with thdr own splen- 
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did appearance in their holiday clothes, 
and the anticipated grandeur and solemni- 
ty of their annual pageant, they felt nei- 
ther anxiety nor impatience, but quietly 
waited for hours the procession of the holy 
relics. 

The devotion of a Sicilian peasant has 
no gloomy Calvinistic character, is neither 
torpid nor indifferent, but is the delight, 
the business, the amusement of his life. 
If, through attachment to some particular 
saint or image, he misdirects his prayers 
and adoration, still his faith is ardent and 
sincere, and his services are paid with warm 
and enthusiastic pleasure. The days which 
are consecrated to the feasts and festivals 
of their church, are neither spent in Baccha- 
nalian revels, nor misanthropic and gloomy 
seclusion, but in participating with all 
around them in the joy and hilarity which 
such seasons bring. The gay and splen- 
did dresses of the saints, and their religious 
attendants, the lights and music in their 
churches, aided by the charms of statuary - 
and painting, are felt by the lowest and 
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most uneducated atnongst them ; their ha- 
bits are temperate, their indulgences few, 
and the relaxation of their religious cere- 
monies, the first and greatest pleasure 
which they know. 

Amidst the crowd assembled in the 
streets of Sciacca to witness the procession 
of the day, there was no riot or confusion. 
To a stranger, perhaps, the vehement tones 
and gesticulations of some of the parties, 
might have been mistaken for debate and 
strife, but was in fact only the natural 
^fusion of their buoyant spirits and habi- 
tual animation ; all was order, peace, and 
happiness amongst the multitude assem- 
bled on the occasion : but individuals there 
were within the walls, in whose bosoms 
the festive sounds found no responsive 
echoes of delight. 

The baroness Solanto, with a sigh of 
sad and sickening disappointment, had 
beard again that the night had passed 
without the arrival of her long-expected 
lord. Costanza witnessed with regret the 
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languoi; and uneasiness of. bci? * mothep^ 
spirita:; nor bftd the attentions of don St 
gismundf di Kuna been iible tatdiyQiib hm 
thaughit^ from the anxiousjunea.<^ines^rwbiolir. 
her father's delay occasioned^ She felt . iitr 
deed relieved, from a,^ oonsiderable weight 
of care,, by the favourable impression h^er 
fqtnre husband's manners and appearance 
had. made upon her, and contemplated, with 
corpplacency, rather than regfet, tlie destir 
ny which seemed to have united their years 
to come. 

The countess was the only object of un- 
comfortable recollection, and to her she 
felt an abhorrence greater perhaps than her 
unpleasant, manners^ and. disposition might 
appear to justify ; she saw, or fancied that 
she saw^aifiendlifceand malignant temper, 
only kept in awe by some temponary and 
violent exertion, ,which seemed to sit un- 
easily, and with such difficulty as oould: 
npt long he overcome; but still her mo- 
ther's weak state, and alpiost hourly-in- 
cri^asing illness, and her father's long and 
mexpected delay, were predominant. 
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I'he baroness, faithful to hef ^rbmise ilb' 
Abli Sigismund, prepared to attend ttfe-' 
countess Caltabellotta to the' princitp^ 
dmrch> where the proeesidon w^lit ftdin 
the convent of Santa Marisr, the count dlld> 
biff family coni^xiiHis attending it tbtott^' 
the streets. 

On joining the lady of the cdstle, Gos- 
tdil2a perceived the gaze of dissatisfied i&^ 
humour with which she regarded her mo* 
therand herself. The baronesis apologized 
for the plainness of their attire, as they left 
their heavy baggage to come by siea from 
Paderfno, and it had not yet arrtved. -She 
betself was handsomely, though sinffdy 
dressed, and Costan^a covered with a light 
and elegant veil, which shewed te every 
fold the graceful form beneath it. Tbeii^: 
Spanish costume was a crime m the eyes 
of the countess, even of more weigWt tb^' 
the want of gorgeous ornament and ^en^-' 
did decoration.—^" Count Sigisiiiiti^ di 
Luna will, I think, be little flattered tb 
see his familyconneiiioHS thus masquerade 
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ing in a foreign dress," she said ; .** why 
Fandolfina's wife could not have shewn a 
greater scorn for every thing Sicilian/' 

** Count Sigisoiund perhaps," answered 
Costanza, ^^ may have sufficient cause to 
blush for his family connexions ; to us he 
would scarcely think of owning it; yet 
their conduct may be too offensive to sufler 
the baron di Solanto to ally his house with 
theirs." 

The baroness trembled with agitation, 
and attempted in vain to arrest her daugh- 
ter's indignation. 

" I honour," she continued, " my father's 
native land ; but even the house of Luna 
and Peralta may with pride anticipate an 
union with the De Castro's Spanish blood, 
should such union take place hereafter." 

Don Sigismund entered the apartment 
while Costanza was still speaking; he 
looked at her with astonishment and ad- 
miration : her veil was half thrown back, 
and the glow of indignation which man- 
tled in her cheeks, and sparkled in her 
eyes, gave a dignity both to her form and 
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fisfttures, wliicfa, far an inslnit. appeved to 
awe even the comitai hersdC Theeouiit 
looked to his mother for an explanation ; 
pale, and with a txme of hoarse but restrain- 
ed passion, she said — '^ I did indeed pre- 
sume to intimate to these ladies an opinion, 
that the costume of this country might 
have heen a more appropriate ocmifdiment 
to the solemnity of the day, than the new- 
fimgled dresses of another." 

^ And who could wish to see the kuly 
Costanza other than she is?" exclaimed 
Luna. 

!' -^ I am glad your lordship likes such a 
spbit," said the countess, in ah under-tone; 
" but grieved to see how little you regard 
the deference your mother's name* and 
rank demand." 

- '' Allow me," said Sigismund, regardless 
of her reply, " allow me to see you on 
your way; my friends are gone to Santa 
Maria's: when I have had/ the. honour to 
see you to the Church of the Incarnation, 
I must join the party preparing for tlie 
procession ;" and taking the hand of the 
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barcNMi«8 Sdanto, he lod licr from ] 
>apifftiiieQt, her daughter iottending at i 
«ide. 

The coontesf and hertauitetfoUawed; i 
by the tjunietfaey had arrived at the ehur 
appenred to havie jregained her aelf^poti 
fion. 

Don Sigismund apdegiaed ;by the m 
for the vehemeiM^ xif btBinakher, taatA : 
peared anxious to aootb fthe iBDiiiated & 
jingiB of Coetanza by ^viery ineana in 
poiKer. 

Without relaxing in her opinion ef 
mother'a ill conduot, the .atteeifcioiia of i 
efmnt gmtitfied her, and excited im I 
hflKHW a &YOurable i $dinatioB to hiiw 
Arrived at the cborch, Sigismund left i 
ladies, to hasten to the convent of Sm 
Maria^ and (he countess -preceded ] 
guests to their station ^lear the high all 
The walls of the church were htmg w 
the richest tapestry ; tiiie altars gaily dn 
ed ivith flowers, and the statnes of i 
saints in dieir best attire. The intet 

IS not yet 4srowded to ^sursB, moat 
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Ifae tfi«ltitude imvnig ttiken^eii* {Anoeis^n 
the ijtnoete iu>mixaaaip9Xty the relicB in th^ir 
progress. The ootmte^ advanced "^ith all 
the '«tlrt;e and dignity she ix)tM asstifne, 
and a{yptmiching Ite adtat\ knelt for wveMl 
iiSmites hei&te it, ia{:^UBreMly uncmsdbuis 
ef ali Btound lier^ The 4>aMrveBs «fnd h^t* 
Aittgbtajir knelt beside h», and *tirbeli they 
rMe from the ^position, in laokinfg r^rtntd 
hereon theop{y6Giteiside^ofibeidtai',thel^t- 
ter yecogniaed, "dtnidsit a ntiw^fdtis gtoup 
cf j^rsoM magnificently attired, the iSbttx- 
piMtiions of %er journey, Federi<Jo PeifoUb 
and Oa^tane Pigrmtelli ; the eyes of ttie 
fbrtter had been rivetted <m the lovely 
dOMpankm of the Giantess liiyna ever 
siftM her etitraaKHs, and when, thmwihg 
bUdk t>e)r veiH she returned tholr Mutation, 
h« Mood fixed in ^a&fifration, the coknir 
mounted to his cheeks, and he seemed in- 
lAtenttrve to>every tiling beside. 

Costanza saw Gaetatio betid forward to 
one erf* the ladies of the party, who seeing 
the baroness rise firokn her knees, after an 
instant, advanced from the surroundhng 
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band of ladies and cavaliers, towards the 
place where they were stationed, and the 
two young men attended her. 

The countess raised her head at their 
approach, rosefrom her seat, and with a look 
of horror and indignation, retreated, as far 
as her situation would admit, from the in- 
truders ; and silent to the salutation paid 
to herself, she returned only a look of as- 
sumed contempt and haughty defiance. 

" My anxiety to meet so old and dear a 
fiiend," said the lady, ** could only have 
been restrained by circumstances as forci- 
ble as those which hitherto have prevented 
Victoria Moncada from greeting the haro^ 
ness Solan to on her arrival in Sciacca; my 
son and signor Fignatelli had informed 
me of the happiness I might expect, when 
circumstances would permit this inter- 



view," 



The baroness wept upon her bosom, too 
overpowered to speak. 

Gaetano hoped to Costanza that her 
mother's health had not suffered from her 
journey. 
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•* Anxiety for my dear^ fether, and her 
own weak health, have prevented, her re- 
covering the fatigue of her journey^ or ra^ 
lying her spirits since the first disappmnt- 
ment." 

Federico was too busily emplpyedin look- 
ing at, and listening to Costanza, to remem- 
ber any necessity for speaking himself. , . 

** The signora di Solan to," said Gaetano, 
introducing her to the baroness Pandolfina. 

" We shall, I hope, not long remain 
strangers,*' said the baroness, extending 
her hand, which Costanza was about to 
take, when the countess Luna rushed 
rudely between them. — " We must with- 
draw," she said, " from this intrusion, till 
some of the friends of the count shall ar- 
rive to protect us from these insults." 

The baroness raised her head from the 
bosom of her friend, gave her an affection- 
ate blessing and embrace, and was about 
to yield to the insolent fury of the coun- 
tess, when Costanza, taking her arm, re- 
plied — " We shall, I think, be more se- 
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ciireflt>ixi rudeness, insult, and aggressimi, 
in any society tban that of ilie countess 
Caltabdlotta, and we will not retire;'^ 

The 'S][>irits of the baroness eould hold 
out no longer, and she would have "Sunk 
upon the pavement, had she not been 
supported by Perollo and his mother ; a 
fainting fit came on, Costanza's anger sub- 
rided in alarm, and the conirtess again 
withdrew to the furthest possible spot ftom 
the objects of her bitter detestation. 

Two or three of the ladies who hid at- 
tended the baroness Pandolflna now ad- 
vanced, and rendered every asabstanee in 
Jtheir power ; the exertions of Costanza 
were called forth, and her mother was re- 
covered. — ^ My intemperate vehemence," 
she exclaimed, ** can never be fi>rgiven ; 
but even the provocation of the coantess 
Luna shall tempt me no more." 

** Hush \ hush, my love r* snd iier n»- 
ther, embracing her ; ** thanks to my kind 
Mends, I feel again restored ; but I fear I 
am too weak at present to withdraw.*^ 

** The entrance to ihe church," observed 
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dilfieak, if not knpossible.'' 

* 

^ You had better remain and recover 
hm»i* ttod the baroness Pandolfina ; '' I 
rtgret that inj impatient friendship should 
favre ioaueed this altercation and distress, 
but «oiiUl not resist the impulse of toy 
feelin]^ to urefeome you to Seiaoca; as 
soon as your exceUenza is at liberty to re- 
wtve xtiy visits, we shall, I hope, renew 
o«ur former friendship and interocmrse.'' 

^It will be to me a pleasure beycmdmy 
power to expressy" answered tbe baraness. 

The party collected round the ladies, 
whilst aiding Costanxa in supporting her 
iiiDther,enteredinto conversation with her, 
to ffpare the returning strength of tbe in** 
iMdid^ who was still feeUe and languid. 

The procession from the convent of 
Sonita Maria at length began to gratify 
tbe expecting multitude ; the sacred ban- 
ner of crimson satin, with an emfaroMh^^ 
figure of the Vir^n and Child, was borne 
forth, aittended by all the conventservants; 
imit followed that of tins cdty, Md dos* 
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behind, the blazoned dragon of the house 
of Luna and Peralta. The barone del Na- 
dore» Pietro Laarifici, and the two other 
gin rati or principal magistrates of Sciaoca, 
succeeded, in their splendid robes of office; 
after whom were borne the massive x^tisses 
and eandlesticks belonging to the various 
diurches and convents, each preceded by 
the censer-bearers, who filled the air with 
clouds of perfume. The lay*brothers of 
the religious orders followed ; after whom 
came the monks themselves, in all their 
varying costume; the black and flowing 
robes of the Benedictines, the white vest- 
melnts of the Carmelites, and brown and 
sordid garments of the brothers of St 
Francis, formed a contrast with each other, 
and with the white and gold embroidered 
dresses of the parish priests who followed 
them. A band of music, with the best 
singers of every choir in the city, preceded 
the prior who bore the sacred relics; his 
principal officers attended him; and imme- 
diately behind came don Sigismund di 
tiuna; the splendour;of his amaouir threw 
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a lustre round his tall and graoefiil figure. 
A chain of the richest wcHrkmaiiship hung 
firom bis shoulders, and his unoorered head, 
which towered above the surrounding 
multitude, might have been ecxisidered a 
model of manly beauty, had not a high 
and haughty character, somewhat like in- 
scdent disdain, and a look of impatient 
violence^ thrown a shade over bis features, 
which generally rendered them more stn- 
kingly-handsome than agreeable. Behind 
him walked all the noble cavaliers of Sd- 
acca and the neighbouring country, who 
were attached to the house of Luna, (Mr 
not immediately connected with that of 
Perollo, the baron Adriano, the brothers 
of Infontanetta Calogero, and Geronimo 
Calandnno, all the members of the iUus- 
trious iKnises of Imbiagnia, Vasco, and Lu- 
chese, witli a countless multitude of atten- 
dants, who filled every avenue from the 
convent to the Church of the Incarnation. 
The procession moved slowly through 
the streets, and as the splendid casket 
wfaieh contained the sacred treasure was 
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bcnme along, the crowds in «k»it ado 
tioti) knelt before it 

Hie chsDt of the dbomten ^done % 
hetti^ oeitber disorder nor JcmiisaAon p 
raflad^jndhad the henvy tiead 4if <i» 
tending train been hushed, the dtMi 
wtcrm ndght ha^re heen distingtiisbddi 
in tbe deepest midnight stilhaess; 1 
gajr and farUfiant pageant giitteted in 1 
bB%faEt iMamt of an uicloadBd J^oiUan sk 
fimn ^very window unere dispiajed 1 
riehest tapestry^ damask^and faroeade 
aeeneflOKHie calonlated to captivate i 
imcff or daazle the ima^nation^ of 
people who generatty act frcm impu 
lather than reflection, coold not wdll hi 
h&m eonceived. The heat witiud 1 
ohttrchy from the increaiing nndiitu 
rendered the banmesa Solanto stiil &i 
and almoat unable to support hersdf ; a 
a» the oeunteas Luna kept doo^ the faa 
ne» Bandolfina and her finenda remaii 
mth her, lenderia^* all the aid and coml 
thejr were aUe. 

niepmeetaioniwas aometinie nanadd 
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diecfaurefa, and tine pcnmre caused by the 
'Crowd who entered with %, rendered it ^tdfl 
flMW opjNressive. As «ount Sigismimd 
pasted up t^e body of the cbiirdi» his eye 
wandered in search of Coatanxa and his 
mother. The countess soon caught his at- 
tention, but the Solantos mreae not by ker ; 
the disorder apparent in her looks, and 
the Utown upon her brow, akrmed him; 
and when he soon afterxeo^nixed the ob> 
jeot €f bis aearch, surrounded by a party, 
-some cf whom he knew to be the fionily 
and adherents of don Giaeomo PeroUe, 
fetfgetfel of every thing besides, he at- 
tempted to rush from the iine of tiie pro- 
e csrio n; the crowd, however, preveMtad 
1m advancing, and he was compelled to 
wait tiH the party hefiire him had found 
their way to tiieir respective stations. 
The countess also seemed impat ien t to te- 
join her son, and advancedp a» fiar « she 
was able, to meet him. Don Sigism 
sittention howicver was ■iimltnl v 
parly nmnd the baraneas Mmtak 
iOnew was i^paient in her 
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she seemed reposing almost in a state of 
insensibility in the arms of the baron^sB 
Pandolfina. whilst Costanza was endea- 
vouring to revive her. Two young men, 
with whom he was totally unacquainted, 
appeared to be deeply interested in the 
seen^ and several ladies of the FerdUk) 
party were gathered round them— -the 
countess met him when he had nearly 
reached the group. — " 'Tis well, count 
liUna, you are arrived to protect me, at 
least, from the insults to which your ab- 
sence has exposed us." 

*^ My mother," exclaimed Costanza, 
^ must be instantly removed ; we are in- 
debted to the kindness of the baroness 
Pandolfina and these cavaliers, for that as- 
sistance which the violence of the coun- 
tess Caltabellotta, and the oppressive heat, 
have rendered necessary." 

** Accept my grateful thanks, signer,** 
said don Sigismund to Federico^ *' and 
aid me in reaching my friends ; we may 
then be aUe to convey the baroness from 
the churelu" 



** Toft the digLaruiiMiwi I'-^aroktt ^ :£&- 
dmeiL l&ft caimtEas^ jl £. laouf ad Moam 
d amaaemenii. 

CE^miii iiift) aoHHi ^ — *' i iiun ^ <dk 

or huuAr ai0uir fteiihii.'* i»e rcy^i«\U 
nd bcfg jnHBk miL ii^timi ]pciicr jvMt^ «ih) 

<« 31j ouMi&ar niu be ex)^MH) Us 

en w3l txmxjsmjtt r kiiidnt£Hui% mill 
ith jonr anrnhfrir < i riHich oht^ ill 
eode-doonJ^ 

^* Impowble," replied I^unn ; " wi* t>f«ti 
it accept the services of H rphillt*! MftM 
ust await the anival of iny frii>Mtl<t/* 
^ I entreat you, count liUtin/' m\l\ (iin 
nza, *^ not to sacrifice uiy wnihov in 
ese party feelings. Slir Ihlhtft it|{Hif|( 
Bsist me, gentlemen ; we Cttiii wf* triiinttf 
ake our way with the aid of tliOM> nroiitHt 



r> 



Don Sigismund stood irresohttet whilst 
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GUietano and Fedarioo frep&teA to obey 
Coi^nza, and Taising the baroness, at- 
tempted to make their way. 

'^ Here oome the baron Adriano and 
don Geronimo Calandrino,'' said Litma; 
^ *we will net trouble Hiese oavaKert;.** 

^* iJet us proceed, signor Pigvmtelli*' 
eontinued Costanza, mtiiout hearing Idhe 
count 

'' We may, I think,"* Mid 3i\edeiicc)^ 
^ escape by yonder door.* 

- Stay, young lady, I command you r 
Todferated the countess. 

'' Command, madam, those ttnferfeanate 
menials whom fortune has placed wttlaft 
Aft reach of your Tioienoe,'' said Gostan^ 
^ Sbr Heaven's nke, gentleinen, ^oanwf 
my mother out instantly^ and 'without fa^ 
ritetion.'* 

'' I am obliged, tiioiigh unwiBingly, ta 
lUtNifere^'r interrupted Lutia. ^ These aa* 
valiers must vetire.'' 

^ Count Luna» my mother cannot be 
detained an instanf 



-U 'J 



My £nands teafiuawist Ahe bsranasB^^- 

'' Our frrands, ^couat L«iia, are abk to 
perform lall the servdte <wie require." 

The disturbance which the debate xi&- 
canoi^ed near the aU»r, ^mtod >the atten- 
tma «of every ona Calaivkuia pusked 
rudely by GaetmaiG^ and attaaopted to take 
^ baroness, who bad leeli^psed mtokisen- 
iihiliil/y-**-'' £Keufie m^, signoi:,'' be «aid ; 
** i caiHadt le&g^ Biy Gh«rge iniless that 
lady wishes it" 

^ My firiendfi^nd mfjiaetfy-sigpuirm". con- 
ktnued Luxm* ^ must teg you io taq^itaat 
that ifoiir moihemay ba leabritstad ^ 



^ This cEuel intdrfemnce, ^agw^ <n% 
delays us in escaping ifiwa Ae j c iiwd .^i 

iThe young »eii'ind ^fwv nearly Teach- 
ad the docnr, tfidlowed tby Sigiramnd tnd 
■ev«rai of Us fiiends. The covartess ^^aoaa 
separated from her son by the inteirpofling 
Qooiltitude, hot exerted heraelf iriolently 
Id reach him. 

■^ Can -*'^" jpnt (v^ wkh jmV&t ianMM 
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like these? The house of Luna and Pe- 
ralta never knew disgrace till now. Thus 
to lacquey the heels of young PeroUo ! even 
let them take their prize to Pandolfina's 
castle." 

Sigisinund seized the arm of Federico— 
** Signor, you must resign your burthen." 

*^ Impossible," said PeroUo, shaking him 
off, and by a considerable exertion reach- 
ing the doorway; " our office is now neariy 
done, and we shall resign our charge into 
your lordship's care.** 

They conveyed the baroness into a porch 
exposed to the outer air, where she socm 
shewed symptoms of returning animation. 

" If our services can be of further use, 
lady Costanza,". said Gaetano, ** I entreat 
you will oonmiand us.'' 

'^^ The unasked attentions you have 
shewn,: signor," said Sigismund^ ** must 
here cease, and the ladies now lemain 
wilii me." 

** I did not address my sdi^'' replied Fif^ 
natelli, ^^ to count Luna, nor shall I consult 
either his i;riU or indination on the subject" 
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^ The ladies, signor, are under my care 
and protectioD ; tar the assistance you 
have rendered them, I am your debtor. 
There can be no further need for your at- 
tendance." 

The baroness recovered sufficiently to 
express a wish to be taken to the castle. 

** Signor PeroUo," said Costanza, •* I 
trust that I feel, as I ought to do, the 
obligations we have received from your- 
self and your friends ; some other oppor- 
tunity will, I hope, soon occur, when 
those who feel interested in us will ex- 
press a sense of your kindness, in a man- 
ner less offensive to both of us than at 
present seems probable : by your assistance 
we have escaped from our difficulties, but 
you may now leave us with count Luna." 

Sigismund shook with emotion— '^ Your 
trifling services," he said, ** signor Perol- 
lo^ are, I hope, amply repaid by the lady's 
flattering compliments; for myself, it is 
impossible to deny the unwillingness with 
which I receive them at your hands. Cir- 
cumstances have given you this advantage 



over me ; but I cBxinat egress ai satisfhc- 
tion whiolv I feel not, at the n^ecttion isi 
nvyt o£fered( service to tfaekcSes^^anchtbeur 
acceptance of yours;-' 

** It is with great reluctance, count Liil^ 
lu^" answered Federioo, ** that 1 am tempt- 
ed into any discussion on the sufojeet';ner. 
ther myself nor myfriienc^claim afny thanks 
for the performance of a. common act of- 
humanity. You are entirely free from 
any obligation to either of us, and a perfeet 
silence on the subject would have been leM 
offensive than the thanks we have reoeivi 
ed» from you; ft is far from my intentiott 
to irritate or excite any one to • those un^ 
happy dissensions which have been toa^ 
long the disgrace and misfbrtune of our 
native home." 

Gostanza rc^ardfed the speaker vntha 
look v^hich amply repaid his forbearanoej 
and^ with respectful salutations to. all the 
party, the young men retired. 

The countess Caltabellotta had' reaehel 
the door of the church ; but SigistatHldJI'i 
fe»ful of an angry debate, requested i&Hlt* I 
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- biS| friends to see her safely back to her 
ation. by the altar» whilst he escorted the 
dies to the castle. Co8t£»[iza was* fuUy 
xmpied by her mother, and scacodiy re^ 
irded the distress under which the coun| 
boured ; but on their arrival, instantly 
ithdrew to their apartment 
The baroness was too much overpoweiv 
[iby illness to speak, and her daughter 
tamed only a silent acknowledgment 
the regrets and. confused excuses of dcm 
gisimind, who, having seen them home, 
i$t obliged to return to 'his station in the 
ureh. 

Tbe remainder of the ceremonies passed 
Lthout his r^ards being attracted by any 
them ; his thoughts were occupied by 
istansa alone. Her beauty had made a 
lep and. instantaneous impression upon 
m ; her manners had &scinated and en* 
anted him : even in the unfortunate oc* 
jrenoes of the morning,, he saw nothing 
Kt the excess of her filial afifection ; yet 
rthou^ht she wa9 unjustly offended. 
Unwilling to fix the blame upon.himr 
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self, he tried to throw it wholly on the 
interference of Perollo ; still Costanza wa» 
evidently displeased at his conduct, and 
the sense of her disapprobation was be- 
come a feeling he could with difficulty 
support. Too well aware of his mother^s 
irascible temper, he feared to provoke her, 
by inquiring into the origin of the en- 
counter with the family of Perollo, and 
sought, by every excuse, to palliate his 
own conduct, that he might hereafter be 
prepared to make his peace with his of- 
fended mistress. It was from those around 
him that he learned the conclusion of the 
ceremony, and his mother's voice recalled 
his recollection to the necessary attention 
which his friends required. 

From the church they all repaired^ ac- 
cording to immemorial custom, to the 
Castel di Luna, where a banquet await- 
ed them. The inquiries sent by don Si- 
gismund to the apartment of the baroness, 
were answered by the information that she 
was somewhat better, though still languid 
and ill. 



•* A pleawat cncuuM tc r, don Syanrnd^* 
said AdrisKK * with die bopefnl heir of 
Giacomo Penlla; be seems indined to 
pay his earliest devoin to your fbtare 
bride.* 

^ An accident upon thdr journey faoU 
ther," replied Luna, ^ gave him an c^por- 
tunity of rendering some service to the 
baroness Scdantoi^ which, I presnme, ie* 
qiffled her afsknowkdgments at meeting.'* 

** The ladies seemed well pleased, me> 
thought, with their attentions; a hand- 
some cavalier, with all the airs and inso^ 
lence of Monteleon^s^ court about him^ 
may be a dangerous rival, signon** 

Don Sigismund restrained the rising 
feelings which swelled his bosom, and re* 
plied — -^ The baron di Solanto's honoar» 
and the lady Costansa's high principles 
and worth, would be sufficient assurances 
against such supposition," 

'^ The insolent intrusion of Giaoomo*s 
wife,"* said the countess, '< could have 
no connexion mth the boy's helping the 

VOL. I. K 
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ladies through a thunder-storms and re- 
quires both explanation and apdiogy." 

"As fellow-countrywomen, probably, 
the baroness Solanto might recognize an 
old acquaintance in the mother of young 
PeroUo." 

The subject was discussed with some 
asperity by various members of the party; 
the count however appeared to relapse into 
abstraction, and the whole passed off hea- 
vily. 

In the evening Sigismund made his per- 
sonal inquiries after the state of the baro- 
ness ; he was however admitted no fur- 
ther than her anti-room, and was inform- 
ed that she still continued too much indis- 
posed to see any one but her daughter, 
and that the repeated inquiries after the 
amval of vessels indicated an anxiety 
whicbf it was to be feared, would very 
much retard her recovery. 

The count hesitated for a few moments, 
but unable to bear the state of suspense 
which the idea of Costanza's displeasure 
bad thrown him into, he requested a short 



LUNA AND PEROLLO. 26? 

interview with her. His wish was imme-^ 
diately complied with ; hut as she entered 
from her mother's chamber, he almost felt 
a desire that it had been denied, her ap- 
pearance having entirely obliterated from 
his memory the apologies he had resolved 
to make. 

Costanza advanced, and seemed awaiting 
some communication of importance — '* It 
is with the greatest regret, signora," he 
began, ''that I learn the continuance of 
the baroness's indisposition, and her in* 
creasing anxiety respecting your &ther^s 
safety.- 

" My mother, I am happy to say, is as 
well as I could 'rationally expect, after the 
fatigue she was this morning so* unneces- 
sarily exposed to, and her weakness natu- 
rally makes her less able to endure my fa-^ 
ther*s protracted absence.*' 

" I do indeed lament," replied Sigis« 
mund^ ** that our solidtations should have 
subjected her excellenza to the distressing 
circumstances which have occurred, and 

ns 
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which, could they have been feresmn^ no 
inducement should have urged me to ex- 
pose her to ; conscious of having been ae* 
cessary to the increase of her unfortunate 
indisposition, it is almost impossible fiar 
me to hope for yomr pardon and £brgive< 
ness." 

'' It is not to yourself, count LaDa» that 
I so much attribute my mother's pres^it 
sufferings, as to the violence and outrage of 
the countess Cakabellotta ; from hear the 
first apology should came. My good Q{H« 
nion is, I fear,, of little conscquene^ or it 
might have restrained those intemperate 
sallies with whidb the essential a»*yices we 
have received from, signor P^ioMo were 
returned ; to him I consider your repen- 
tance sliould be addressed, as well as to 
my mother." 

" Do me not injustice, signora,.''^ aii- 
swered Luna ; •* there is no sacrifice my 
honour will permit that I would not will- 
ingly and joyfully perform, to prove the 
influence which even during pur short ao- 
quaintance you have established over me. 
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I was intemperate, violent, and rude ; I 
willingly confess Ferollo's superioritj v I 
gratefully acknowledge the debt of grati- 
rude I owe to him ; but if you knew oj: 
felt the numberless insults and irritating 
opposition with which his family have for 
ages followed all the house of Luna, you 
would perhaps look with a more lenient 
eye on my offences of to-day. For my 
mother, her every thought and affection are 
centered in me ; the honour of our race is 
the first and leading principle within her, 
and if she does regard our bitter and in<- 
veterate foes with indignation and abhor- 
rence, much surely may be allowed to her 
impetuous warmth — to habits which are 
now too deeply grafted in her breast ever 
to be subdued or fpoUified ; yet the same 
ardent and unrestrained feelings which 
swell within her bosom to those she re- 
gards as inimical to Luna and Peralta, 
rush, with no abated tide of love and self- 
devotion, to all within the pale of her af-^ 
fectionsJ* 
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^ I can indeed,'* replied Costansa^ ^ with 
gratitude to Heaven acknowledge that no 
such deadly and inveterate hatred is intd* 
Kgible to my feelings, as would induce me 
to receive with insult and disdain the pro- 
vidential services of one who could have of- 
fended only through his ancestors; nor 
can I understand why the insulta which 
yon r excellenza's forefathers received should 
restrain my mother's feelings of affection 
at the sight of an old and eariy fri^fid, al- 
though that friend be united with PeroUo^s 
house. I have, my lord, beert hith«-to the 
child of fond and doting parents; their mild 
commands have been delivered with gen- 
tleness and love, and, I hope, obeyed with 
affection and duty. The imperiouiT tone 
assumed by the countess I am not prepar- 
ed either to receiv^ or submit to." 

*' Let not Sigismund di Luna, lady, be 
the first then to excite those feelings of 
dislike and hatred in your bosom," an- 
iswered the count; ^ and for my mother's 
unguarded and ill-timed vehemence, ac- 
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eept the womoiw yMA I kiioir die will 
ezperienee whok leflectioD hm oonviiioed 
her of her eiror." 

^ Yoor oontritiOB mad apcdqgy, s^pKWV 
ought to be addiened to othen as wdl aa 
to me. Hoff £v the counfcesg Caltabd* 
lottamaj intand to make the only aiii^[id» 
whidi now remain to those whom her 
mdenett and impatieooe have inaulted» I 
fear yoa cannot decide; &9 me perhaps it 
is wireasonaUe to expect coneessioii^ si* 
tuatsed as I may be heieafter with lebtion 
to your mother, and somewhat guUty on 
the same sul]^ect» by hastily replying to 
what I considered an outrsge to my mo* 
ther, as well as to mysdf ; but with re« 
^eetrto the baroness,, though her gentle 
sfmit and courteous mannei^s may not 
insist on the performance, yet nothing 
but the humblest apdogy, both to her and 
her friend the baroness Pandolfina, should 
be offered* Yet one thing fprth^, signor : 
permit me to assure you that any repeti- 
tion of such conduct as I bare witnessed 
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from the countesMs more than once since 
our arrival here, will termins^e all inter* 
course between us, as far as I am personal- 
]y concerned. The baron Solanto has ever 
been too kind a father to force his daugh*- 
ter^s inclinations, and she inherits fix)m 
him a spirit which insolence will never 
. tame, nor violence conciliate.^* 

" If the lady Costanza ever honours 
our house by her alliance, no other influ- 
ence wiH, I hope, be necessary to induce 
her than that of Sigtsmund di Luna, whose 
days thenceforth shall proudly be dedicat- 
ed to anticipate her every wish, and shield 
her from every annoyance. Anxious as 
tny mother is to insure the happiness of 
her son, slie may, I hope, be forgiven, if 
in some few instances she oversteps the 
laws of moderation.** 

^ In you, signor, the countess has every 
right to expect an advocate^ and you do 
not deceive her expectations ; but for my- 
self, I own I contemplate the idea of a re« 
sidence with her, away from the indul- 



gence of my paceots^. vnth a degjKe of 
terror it would be difficult to describe to 
you." 

^* And do you imagine, lovely Costan- 
za, fiiat, left under my protection entirely, 
I should not msist on eveipr thing giving 
place to your happiuess ? Nay, do not 
leave me the moment I preeiume to menr 
tion myself. The short time you have 
been here> the baron's unfi>rtunate absenx;^ 
and the baroness's illness (not to me»> 
tion my poor modier> vehemence;, which, 
I fear» drives^ you from U3)» have giveu 
me so little of the indulgence of your sor 
ciety, that though the inteiiest your every 
word and action have excited in me» axe» 
I believe^ already inefiQu^aUe,, still to you I 
seem a stranger; and forgive my complam^^ 
ing a little, that you so entiiely treat me 
a$ suG^ and coi>sidef my feelings on every 
occasion connected with yourself less than 
those of any other person,'* 

While fi|)eakili|^. don. Sigismund had 
gently and resf^ectftilly taken the hand of 
his fan: mistreaik ayid aeeaied waiting fiff 
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a reply, which she every moment felt less 
certam how to make, for she had prepared 
herself for ill humour in the count, instead 
of candour and submission, and knew not 
whether she should seem too much inte- 
rested in him, if she accepted his apology 
immediately, or too much governed by 
resentment, if she refused, and felt besides, 
notwithstanding her anger, that his opi- 
nion of her was not quite a matter of in- 
diiference. 

In;this state of indecision she stood for 
more than a minute, her hand still in 
Luna's, who gazed on her with delight, 
and almost feared lest her return to selC- 
possession should break a spell, and render 
her again indignant. At last he said— 
" May I then hope you will forgive me 
for envying to others the smiles of friend- 
liness you are so careful of bestowing on 
me ?" 

" Count Luna, I am perfectly witling 
to accept your apologies for yourself, but 
the countess must make hers to my ma» 
ther and the baroness Pando ■ ' * 
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*•' Xar, lady, do not name her. Sony 
am I {«3r it, bat death woald be preferable 
to my mother. Dearest Costanza I be ge- 
nerous as yoa are lovely, and accept an 
apology to your own amiable mother, 
which, I am smie, the countess Luna will, 
of her own accord, make to-morrow morn- 
ing as soon as she can see her." 

" Well, my lord, then do persuade the 
countess to be more gentle, and it shall 
be as you wish. Good-night T 

Must you leave me so instantly ?" 
Yes, my lord, immediately.** 

" Good-night, then, lady Costanza ! I 
trust to-morrow will Ining to the baronesa 
revived health, and your fiither " 
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